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g pA supplement of cight pages is added to the pre- 
sent number. 


A very important improvement has been making, for 
several years past, with respect to the time of laying the 
annual reports from the several great departments of 
the government before congress—to whom the ‘‘purse- 
strings of the nation” are, or should be, confided; and 
this is the first time since the establishment of the Re- 
GisTerR, that we had an opportunity promptly to present 
all these reports, at once—say, of the secretaries of the 
treasury, of war, of the navy, and of the postmaster ge- 
neral, to the first being added the report of the com- 
missioner of the land office. There is much matter for 
consideration in all of these papers. 

On the facts thus presented, much of the business of 
the legislative body materially depends—and it is well, 
and at the short session of congress especially, that such 
reports should be submitted at an early day. ‘There is 
one other report that we desire to see more prompt- 
ly made than heretofore—that of the treasury on the 
commerce and navigation of the United States. It is 
well known, that much labor is expended in the compi- 
lation of this work, and that time is required to perform 
it—but the practical usefulness of the tables is cxeced- 
ingly diminished by the delay that has hitherto attended 
the publication of them. ‘They are not to be relied on 
(vor can any such things be) as shewing the read state of 
the commerce and navigation of the country, but furnish 
the medium through which a reasonably correct opinion 
may be most conveniently formed in respect to both. 

‘The supplement has enabled us not only to ‘‘get in” 
all these important documents; but to present, also, a 
lurge variety of other interesting matter. A large mass, 
however, is still postponed, 

Among other papers laid aside for publication and re- 
cord, are some interesting proceedings about state-rights- 
matters in Georgia, with extracts from the messages of 
the governors of South Carolina, Virginia, Pennsylvania 
and Ohio—and many other articles that we design to 
present to our readers; but we cannot give up our pages 
exclusively to documents. We have also prepared an 
abstract of the condition of the bank of the United States, 
at the beginning of the months of January and October, 
in 1831, 1852, 1833—which months have been selected 
from the volame of reports, as most fairly shewing the 
business of the bank at different seasons of the year; and, 
as an interesting matter in statistics, we think that this 
abstract will be often referred to. 

Under the general head of elections, will be found a 
record of the chief results that have reached us since 
former notices. 


A very large and respectable convention of frieads of 
internal improvement was heid in the city of Baltimore 
in the present week, composed of about two hundred de- 
legates from Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, Ohio, 
and the District of Columbia, adjourning sine die on Wed- 
nesday evening, after a very interesting and industrious 
session of three days—in which a great deal of talent and 
much zeal was displayed. 

Though the leading purpose of this convention was to 
aid in the extension of the Chesapeake and Ohio canal, 
certain resolutions concerning the Baltimore and Sus- 
quehannah rail road were considered and passed. 

Much important information was given as to the pro- 
gress and prospects, character and capacity, of the canal 
—and, though there was some difference of opinion as 
to the manner in which further aid to carry on that work 
should be sought—all agreed in this, that the most zea- 
lous efforts ought to be made promptly to extend the ca- 
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nal to Cumberland, from whence, it is confidently believ- 
ed, that the coal and lumber trade, added to the western 
trade, proper, will force it onward to its completion. 
The statistical facts presented would seem to render it 
certain, that a mighty amount of transportations will be 
made on this canal, after it reaches that point—and until 
then, it was never expected that the work would be a 
profitable one. But we cannot enter into any particulars 
this week—for the want of time to prepare, as well as of 
room to insert them. 

The geometrical increase of business on such works as 
extended, is beautifully shewn in what is stated as to the 
effect of the opening of the Baltimore and Ohio rail road 
to Harper’s Ferry*—which took place first on the Ist 
inst. Now, the Ferry is only about 12 miles beyond the 
Point of Rocks, to which the road had been a considera- 
ble time completed—but so large is the general increase 
of transportations, that four hundred new burthen cars 
were ordered, (a day or two ago), to be built, and placed 
on the road, with all despatch! ‘There is an apparent in- 
crease of passengers to the amount of 30 or 40 per day— 
and, though 1,000 barrels of flour have been forwarded 
daily, the deposite at the Ferry had not suffered a dimi- 
nution! When the road to Winchester is made, as it 
will be in about six months, several hundred additional 
cars will be instantly required—and they must be caused 
to pass very rapidly over the road, by locomotive power. 

The following singular article appears in the Man- 
chester (Eng.) Guardian. It has well been called ‘‘car- 
rying the war into Africa:” 

We have this week had shown to us a sample of cotton yarn, 
No. 22’s water twist, spun, as the ticket imports, by Collett & 
Smith, of the Hamilton factory, Paterson, New Jersey, which 
was purchased at New York on account of a manufacturing 
house in this town, and had been laid down here at full 3 half 
pence per pound less than it could have been bought for in this 
market. Itis only fair to observe that this yarn was probably 
purchased under the influence of the serious depression which 
the recent crisis in their monetary and banking system produc- 
ed in the United States, and that the price of 22’s water twist 
here has of late been decidedly higher than it was for some 
considerable time previously. Nevertheless, after making all 
due allowances on this score, there will remain in the transac- 
tion abundant ground for becoming sensible of the great im- 
portance of a timely removal of the duty on raw cotton. It 
may be observed, as a further motive to this step, that cotton 
yarn imported from the United States, is subject to no duty 
whatever. At least the yarn we have seen, after full time for 
inquiry and consideration had been taken, was passed at the 
Liverpool custom house without charge. 

Three-half pence, or 3 cents per Ib. is a considerable 
sum on the cost of a pound of cotton yarn. But we do 
not see why a spindle will not do as much work in Ame- 
rica as in England—and cheaper, because of the taxes 
and rates imposed in the latter, and the use of water 
power in the former—if the wages paid in each country 
are pretty nearly the same.t Our tables of British duties 
however, shew that such yarn is subject to a duty of 10 
per cent. 





*The Charlestown, (Va.) Free Press concludes its notice of 
the opening of the Obio rail road to Harper’s Ferry, with the 
following paragraph: 

“The spectacle of the arrival of the Baltimore train at Har- 
pers Ferry, was truly magnificent. We could not but exult in 
the consciousness of being witness to an event that seemed 
when mentioned a few years since, a mere chimera. How dif. 
ferent the aspect of Harper’s Ferry now and its condition seven 
years ago! At that time, the passage thence to. Baltimore was 
attended with fatigue, difficulties and even peril. The travel- 
ler was sometimes liable to detention for a day or more, on ac- 
count of the natural obstructions, before he had progressed ten 
miles on his journey. But the hand of man has cut a pathway 
through the cliffs that had been considered impregnable; and he 
has constructed causeways to bear him in safety, where be and 
his steed had trembled at the dashing billows.”’ 

¢The machinery at Paterson, and many other places in the 
United States, is as good as any iv the world. In several points, 
better, being improved. 
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In the last Reeisrer we published an extraordinary 
circular from the seeretary of the treasury to the receiv- 
ers of public moneys, concerning dratis which they were 
authorised and directed to accept in payments made to 
the United States. The **Louisville Journal” of the 3d 
inst. has the following article that explains what to us 
was rather obscure in that circular, 

From the Louisville Journal, December 3. 
THE * BETTER CURRENCY’’? 

The president of the United States, in his manifesto to his 
cabinet, declared his determination to demolish the bank, and, 
atthe sume time, to supply the place of its notes with ‘ta bet 
ter currency.”? His promised substitute is now rapidly mak- 
ing its appearat.e. We mean the checks of his military dis 
bursing officers, to which we alluded on Monday. They are 
arriving in this city to the amount of thousands of dollars. One 
genticman lately received between eighty and ninety of them, 
of all denominations, from sixty two and a half cents upwards, 
amounting in the aggregate to 1,200 dollars. He was engaged 
nearly three fourths of an hour in adding the tractions together 
to ascertain the sum total, and a hall hour more in signing bis 
name, in order that they might be presented for payment. 
Avother gentlemau tells us that he has received 700 dollars of 
them. We ourselves have one, which was sent by an Indiana 
subscriber in payment for the Journal. It runs thus: 


No. 75. Terre Haute, Nov. Iith, 1834. 
Cashier of the bank of Louisville, 


Pay six dvullars thirty-seven cents to the order of B. R. 
BROWNE, A OGDEN, 

B, capt. corps. eng. 

Similar checks, it is said, are floating, in multitudes— 
in parts of the western states. We have not time for 
present comment—and, perhaps, a simple insertion of 
the article is all that is necessary, This, surely, is not 
the ‘‘better currency”’ that was promised. 

We have seen it stated, that a large amount in the 
bills of one of the eastern deposite banks ($150,000), 
and credits for several hundred thousand dollars more, 
have just arrived, in the west, under the charge of 
agents, for the supposed purpose of speculating in this 
new currency, and with the notion, perhaps, that the 
drafts of the bank of the U.S. being ‘‘cried down” at 
the land-offices, will open a beautiful field of thick shav- 
ings, to be harvested by the deposite banks! 

Our relations with France afford matter for much spe- 
evlation and remark in the newspapers. They are well 
worthy of the serious reflection of every man, ‘There is 
a paragraph in the treasury report that seems to have a 
strong bearing upon them, as probably leading to increas- 
ed expenditures, in hostile preparations or acts. 

The price of cotton yet keeps up in England and 
France, and the demand was lively. ‘The manufacture is 
uncommonly active—especially in England, though ra- 
ther on the decline at Manchester. 

The stock of the bank of the U. S. has advanced a lit- 
tle since the meeting of congress—485 shares were sold, 
at New York, on the 10th, at 1094. ‘The bank is fully 
able, and, we suppose, purposely prepared, to purchase 
the seven millions of stock held by the U, S. if sold, as 
recommended in the president’s message—the bank, howe 
ever, discounts freely. 

The financial agency of the United States will be 
wholly undertaken by Messrs N. M. Rothschild & Co. on 
and after the 1st of January next. Messrs. Baring & Co. 
are the present agents. Some disputes of no great im- 
portance are said to have led to this change. 

The preceding is copied from a London paper. It is 
believed also, that the bankers of the U.S. at Paris, have 
been, or will be, changed. The Barings had been our 
agents for more than thirty years—and, so far as we re- 
collect, without a complaint preferred against them. 

The operations of the mint for the week ending on the 
6th inst. shew a deposite of gold of 22,500, the coinage 
134,000, and remaining for coinage 77,310 dollars. 
Whole of the new coinage $3,248,890. On ‘Tuesday last 


week 25,000 gold Napoleons arrived at New York, on 
account of the treaty of indemnity with Naples, which 
will pass into the mint for recoinage. 

Our readers will recollect the ease of Mr. AcGrew, 
of Cincinnati, who was examined before the mayor on 
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charges preferred by certain pablic officers, and heated 
politicians, of counterfeiting the new gold coin, from the 
simple fact of having gilt, without seerecy, a few 25 cent 
pieces, which were publicly exposed as ‘‘gi/dibus” mo- 
ney—and that the mayor rejected the charges as being 
ridiculous, &c. But notwithstanding, being since spo- 
ken of as a counterfeiter, he has returned the compli- 
ment by prosecuting those who attempted a persecution 
of him, claiming damages for defamation of character. 

Among those prosecuted, are the following public dig- 
nitaries: R. T. Lytle, congressman; D. T. Disney, state 
senator; W. C. Auderson, representative; Wm. Burke, 
postmaster, and Wm. Doty, coroner. 


Up to the Ist inst.—5,005 boats, loaded with 217,718 
tons of Schuylkill coal, arrived at Philadephia, in the 
present season, aud 2,974 boats, loaded with 105,723 tous 
of Lehigh coal. ‘Total 7,979 boats and 323,041 tons, 

The coal trade of Western, as well as of Eastern Penn- 
sylvania, is becoming very important—it is stated that 
100,000 dollars worth are annually sent down the river 
from the Pittsburgh banks. Large suppiies are also 
furnished at Wheeli: g Va. and from other places. Coal 
is very cheap on the shores of the Upper Chio, and some 
of the head streams of the ‘‘beautiful river.” 

We do not think that there is any property in Balti- 
more that would command the prices stated in the follow- 
ing paragraphs: 

‘The property in Chesnut street, Philadelphia, 50 feet 4 inches 
front on Chesnut, by 177 feet 45 inches in depth. was recently 
sold, atthe Philadelphia exchange, by T. W. L. Freeman, for 
$49,950. 

And a New York paper says—A large sale of real estate, be- 
longing to the estate of the late Abraham Duryee, was made 
yesterday. 
sum of $65,500. ‘The house is vot of much value, and will pro- 
bably be pulled down. The lot is 36 feet 3 inches in front, and 


41 teet 8B inches on the rear, depth 94 feet on one side, and 71 
feet 9 inches on the other. 


This is about 1,800 dollars the foot front, for the land 
—or 108 dollars per annum, as a grownd rent, on the foot 
front! ! 

But houses ereeted on such precious lots of land very 
often are fitted for the accommodation of several tenants. 
It seems thought that certain kinds of business can be 
done only in Wall street. 


—s 


A meeting was held at the Baltimore exchange, on 
Tuesday last, the mayor in the chair, and John B. Mor- 
ris, esq. secretary, at which ward committees were ap- 
pointed to collect contributions for the relief of the suf- 
ferers by the late awful fire at Snow Hill. 


oe 


In the space of twenty-four hours, 29,350 barrels of 
four recently arrived, by sea, at Boston. The eastern 
market is worth much more to the growers of wheat 
than the foreign one; and, we think that it affects the 
price of flour at least 50 cents per barrel, in favor of the 
farmers. 


The following says the Boston Post, is a literal cop 
of the original receipt given upon the occasion to which 
itrefers. ‘The tax was undoubtedly assessed previous to 
the destruction of the property; but there seems to be a 
sad want of conscience, in demanding it under the cir- 
cumstances of the case: 


Boston, Nov. 26, 1834. 

Received of bishop Fenwick, the sum of seventy-nine dollars 
and twenty cents, the same being taxes assessed by the assess- 
ors of the town of Charlestown upon the land and buildings of 
the Jate convent of Mount Benedict, for the year 1834, and 
which were this day demanded by Solomon Hovey, jr. collec- 
tor, agreeably to instructions received by him from the assess- 
ors to that effect, although said buildings had been destroyed by 
a mob in August last. 

$79 20 — (Signed) Sotomon Hovey, jr. collector. 

The trial of persons implicated in the burning of the 
convent, has been commenced. The testimony is high- 
ly interesting—but we have not room for it now. We 
think that the faets developed on these trials will not 
tend to the promotion of good feclings—religious or 
social. 


The house and lot, No. 55, Wall street, brought the - 
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We learn from the Charleston papers that the lower 
house of the South Carolina legislature have passed the 
amendment to the constitution embracing the test oath, 
by a vote of 90 to 29, being more than two-thirds, the 
proportion required, ‘he Courier says, in reference to 
the proceeding— 

«We understand that the excitement among the union mem- 
bers is very great, and that itis but the reflection of a deeper 
and more wide-spread feeling among those whom they repre- 
sent. It seems that our long distracted state is destined to in- 
terminable strife. The dominant party appear resulved, by 
their reckless disregard of the rights of the minority, to prevent 
the halcyon days of political and social peace, from revisiting 
our community.’ 


-_— 


It is apprehended that the people of Michigan may be 
put to a great deal of trouble, expense and loss, on ac- 
count of some old French claims about to be preferred 
for lands in that now flourishing territory——but we deem 
it impossible, (because it is outrageously unjust), that 
such claims should be finally established, let the con- 
ditions of them be what they may. Qn this subject the 
‘Buffalo Whig”? says— 

We understand that an aged French gentleman has just ar- 
rived in New York, from France, in search of lands he claims 
in Michigau. He holds an aneient patent from the king of 
France, Louis, (No. unknown, to us), for a tract eighteen miles 
square, in the interior of Michigan. ‘The lands are represented 
to us as highly valuable, much of the tract being under im- 
provement. ‘The gentleman is wealthy, and inteuds proceeding 
forthwith to the investigation of his title. 

There are, if we mistake not, more of these ancient royal 
grants extant; and to what number they may reach or what por- 
tion or section of the old French possessions they may be found 
to cover, is yet problematical. Gov. Cass, we believe, recently 
discovered one, duly recorded at Quebee, covering a part of his 


valuable possessions in Michigan, including the front portion of 


lis farm. 

The New York American says— 

The United States’? Telegraph publishes, in a tabular form, a 
Curious statement ‘of the estimated aggregate maximum 
amount of taxes, &e. of Maine, Rhode Island, Connecticut, 
Ohio, Indiana aud Missouri,”? and from the returns furnished 
from these six states, gives an estimated average for the 
remaining states of the union. 

Itis not sani whence these returns are taken, but we infer 
that they were made in answer to the call of Mr. Livingston, 
when secretary of state, for information on all these points, in 
counexion with the discussion carried on, in Paris, in regard to 
the comparative expenses of a monarchical aud republican sys- 
tem. 

We propose to state some of the results shown by these re- 
turus—wtich exhibit the number of inhabitants in each state, 
and the whole annual expenditure for state, town and county 
taxes, for militia, road and bridge taxes, pay of the clergy, 
school money, and support of paupers. 

Of the six states above-named, the population is 2,215,718; 
andthe whole amount of taxes, of all sorts, levied for all our- 
poses above enumerated, is $3,438,515. 

Estimating the population and taxes of the other states by 
these returns, We have as the aggregate for the whole twenty- 
four states, 12,866,020 inhabitants, and 822,719,098 taxes. Ex- 
cluding the expenditure of the general government, this would 
give as the expenditure per head of the whole population, 


forall state, county and town purposes, and for the support of 


clergymen and schools, $1 76. 

Adding, then, the expenditure of the general government, 
which, taking the average of 1830 and 1831, and excluding the 
amount applied to the liquidation of the publie debt, is stated at 
$13,556,820; and dividing that sum by the population 12,866,020, 
we find that the expenditure per head for federal purposes, is 
Si 05. 

Wience it follows that the aunual expense of government, 
education, religion, roads, and paupers, to each man, woman 
and child in the United States, is— 

FOr State POLPOSES . .ccce cccccsccccccsc ccccccseGh CO 
For federal purpOses.......ceceecececeeeeseceee 105 





Total ..ccccccccccccccccccccccccccescccssesGe OL 

This amount, we think, is very near correct, and the 
rate, per capita, is much less than is paid for the sup- 
port of the regular paupers and priests in Great Britain. 
Indeed, the cost of these, alone, to the people of Eng- 
land, is somewhere about five dollars per head. But 
what is the real value of a dollar? That, as we have 
many times said, is contingent, or rests upon circum- 
stances. A dollar, where daily wages average one dol- 
lar, and at another place where they average half a dol- 
lar, is a very different thing. It is the means used to 
earn a dollar, that afford the only true value of it to pos- 
sessors, or payers of dollars. 














Since the preceding was laid aside for insertion, we 
have the following communication addressed 
To the editor of the New York American: 

To make the comparison between the taxes in the United 
States and Europe, fairly, it should be pushed beyond the 
result in money, to the result in labor or bread: say our taxes 
are 32 81) per head; this is about 180 to 200 pounds of wheat, or 
47 pounds of beef, or 34 days of labor ofan agricultural or com- 
mon laborer at about 80 cents per day, which is near the price, 
or about two days of mechanical labor.* This comparison will 
show the real proportion of taxation, and this only. Par. 


aoe 


‘he Northampton (Massachusetts) Gazette has the 

following paragraph: 

A lot ef wool from a Saxony flock in this town (probably the 
finest grown in this part of the country) was recently sold in 
soston at one dollar per pound. Another lot of selected Saxo- 
ny fleeces, fiom a flock in this town, brought 90 cents. The 
fleeces weighed about 24 pounds each. 

The prices of ordinary Saxony and merino fleeces remain 
without material alteration in Boston. The prices of German 
and Spanish wool are said to have declined in England. 


A person named Andrew Wallace, 105 years old, has 
becn exhibited at some of the public placesin N. York, for 
the purpose of receiving the contributions of the charita- 


ible. He first entered the military service in 1754. In 1776 


he enlisted in gen. Wayne’s regiment; and was present 
at mostofthe battles of the revolution, including those of 
Eutaw, &e. and Yorktown. He again enlisted and was 
in St. Clair’s defeat, and with Wayne, when the latter so 
severely defeated the Indians. He was a soldier at New 
Orleans in 1812-13, and discharged at the age of 84, on 
account of disability to perform duty. 

We remember seeing an account of a person lost in 
the wilds of northern Asia, who rejoiced exceedingly on 
beholding a gallows—knowing that he had reached a ci- 
vilized laud; and we see it mentioned asa proof of the 
‘‘advance of civilization” in the Sandwich Islands, that 
a native has been hung there for murdering a Spaniard! 


The following beautiful account of the people of the 
United States, first published in the London ‘‘Athe- 
neum,” has been given a place in the London ** Courier” 
—It is not worthy of comment, nor of notice, except asa 
specimen of the malignity and falsehood of some of John 
Bull’s calves. 


Whenever two Americans are conversing together, whether 
in the counting house or in the street, whether sober or intoxi- 
cated, whether sitting or walking, Whether at meeting or part- 
ing, whether at the tavern or at church, at the theatre or at 
market, at the coffee house or home, in short, on every occa- 
sion, by water and by land, by day and by night, in every town, 
village and hamlet throughout the union, you may be sure, be- 
fore a minute has elapsed, to hear the watchword dollur, the 
only object of their thoughts, the only god of their adoration. 
The American, when sitting, may be distinguished at the slight- 
est glance from the native of any other country in the world. 
If you see a pair of legs stuck up against a window, they belong to 
some American dandy, who sits rocking himself upon his chair, 
smoking a cigar or chewing tobacco, and is employed, to a 
certainty, in trimming his nails with a penknife. Lf you pass 
coffee houses, hotels, pastry cooks, taverns and such like 
places, the street is full of chairs, on which loll human bodies, 
while the legs belonging to them are shoved against the wall, 
or against the pillars that support the awning, spread over the 
whole breadth of the pavement in front of houses of that kind. 
From the windows beneath the awning dangle as many boots 
aud shoes as can find room atthem. Such feet as cannot here 
find a point of support, usurp the back of a chair that is already 
occupied, and completely bar the way. At such places, the 
tobacco juice is squirted about like a fire of rockets. 


Extract from Jefferson’s ‘‘Notes on Virginia”— 

“The public money and public liberty, intended to have been de- 
positedwith three branches of magistracy but found indadvertent 
ly to be in the hands of one only, will soon be discovered to be 
sources of wealth and dominion to those who hold them; distin- 
guished too by this tempting circumstance, that they are the in- 
strument, as well as the object of acquisition. With money 
we will get men, said Caesar, with men we get money. Nor 
should our assembly be deluded by the integrity of theit own 
purposes, and conclude that these unlimited powers will never 
be abused, because themselves are not disposed to abuse them. 
They should look forward to a time, and that not a distant one, 
when a corruption in this, as in the country from which we de- 
rived our origin, will have seized the heads of government, and 
be spread by them through the body of the people; when they 





*Or the interest, annually, of $46. 








— 




















yee 
ee eee 





he x a ane a I ar. A Ay Pin: a 
- A OTT 


a = am row atm = en oe 
—— 
then mel tn a tl CL ATC LT 


pe ore 


a a 


_ 


teehee tla 





NILES’ REGISTER—DEC. 13, 1884—-MISCELLANEOUS. 








will purehase the voices of the people and make them pay the 
price. Human nature is the same on every side of the Atlan- 
tic, and will be alike influenced by the same causes. ‘The time 
to guard against corruption and tyranny, is before they shall 
have gotten hold of us. Itis better to keep the wolf out of the 


fold than to trust to drawing his teeth and talons after he shall 
have entered.”’ 


We copy the following article from the ‘Richmond 
Enquirer,” of a late date, ‘“‘by way of memorandum”’— 

Reform—as admitted hy Mr. Clay himself. At the last session 
of congress, Mr. Clay uttered these words in the senate: ‘‘I'ne 
POWER OF INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT LIES CRUSHED BENEATH 
THE VETO. The system of protection of American industry was 
SNATCHED FROM IMPENDING DESTRUCTION AT THE LAST SES- 
S10N; but we are now coolly told by the secretary of the trea- 
sury, without a blush, ‘that it is understood to be conceded on 
all hands, that a tariff of protection merely, is to be finally 
abandoned.’ By the third of March, 1837, if the progress of in- 
novation continue, there will scarcely be a vestige remaining of 
the government or its policy, as they existed prior to the 3d of 
Mareh, 1829. Ina term of years little more than equal to that 


which was required to establish our liberties, the government 
will have been transiormed.”? 


The following ‘‘extraordinary incident” is related in 
the Lexington, (Ky. ) Intelligencer of the Stst October. 

A gentleman in the neighborhood of this city, in ridiug across 
his farm a few days since, was suddenly surprised and alarmed 
to find his horse gradually sinking into the earth. He instantly 
leaped from the animal, and by so doing his own life was pro- 
videntially saved. The horse continued to sink lower and lower 
into the earth, until he bad descended one hundred and fifty 
feet. At this pointhe became wedged between two masses of 
rock, and was crushed todeath. The chasm or fissure, we are 
told, appeared to have been formed by the separation of the 
earth and rock in some convulsion of vature. The width of the 
fissure at the surface we have not learned, but it was covered 
with a thin soil, which commenced giving away as soon as the 
weight of the gentleman and his horse was added to it. 

It is stated that the ‘apprentices’ in Jamaica are not 
doing half-work, ‘‘unseduced by the hope of reward, or 
fear of punishment”—that many have absconded—that 
they bad made several attempts to fire certain of the su- 
gar works—that they refused to labor, except at their 
own hours, though not required to work longer than the 
preseribed time inaday, &c. At other places they be- 
haved as badly—and there is great reason to fear that the 
state of things will become worse and worse, (having 
taken an evil direction), from the inereased irritation of 
both parties—the impatience of those who had power 
over their slaves, and the obstinacy of persons suddenly 
made free—without an ability, if even so disposed, to 
appreciate their emancipation, or calculate the conse- 
quences of their own insubordination. They leave off 
work when they please, without regard to the condition 
of things—on one estate where 30 hhds. of sugar were 
made weekly, one hogshead is only made now—they 
leave, without ceremony, the boiling liquor, at seasons 
when, without attention to it, it is all spoiled, &e. 

In reference to the existing state of affairs in the West 
Indies, the editor of the Jamaica Despatch observes: 

“We tell the British government, that the manufacturers of 
London, Liverpool, Sheffield and Birmingham, must find other 
markets for their goods and merchandise; and also that John 
Bull’s revenue will sink sIX MILLIONS ANNUALLY, when he has 
not the means of meeting the loss; and his sailors must seek 
employment in foreign countries, as the 400,000 tons of shipping 
now employed in the West India trade will no longer be re- 
quired, and Great Britain, our once-favored home, will be de- 
prived of the means of perpetuating her greatness, by her ships, 
her colonies, and her commerce: while those of her ‘natural 
enemy’ are increasing in every part of the world.”’ 

There was an open insurrection at Demarara—and 
some of the ‘‘apprentices” had been hanged, others ban- 
ished or severely flogged, &c. Those of St. Lucia were 
behaving nearly as badly. They were flying to the moun- 
tains, to avoid labor. In Barbadoes it is said to be well, 
that they must work or starve. 

It is possible, as we have heretofore observed, that the 
preceding accounts are exaggerated—but it is manifest 
that a very bitter feeling prevails on both sides, in nume- 

rous cases, and we fear that calamitous events must be 
expected. 

It is now said that “‘the man in the iron mask,” has 
been discovered in France, in a manuscript left by M. de 
St, Mars, who had charge of that ‘*mysterious per- 
sonage”—and that he really was, as has been oftentimes 
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suggested, a twin son of queen Anne, of Austria, deliver- 
ed some time after the official verification of the birth ot 
the Dauphin, (first born), and concealed to prevent con- 
troversies about the succession—it being the ancient ju- 
risprudence that the /ast born twin was the eldest! The 
unfortunate person accidentally discovered who he was— 
and henee his perpetual imprisonment, and the mask, 
that he might remain unknown—much resembling his 
brother. 

The papers are filled with speculations and remarks 
on the late dissolution of the French ministry, In an 
attempt to make a new ministry, we meet with the fol- 
lowing— 

M. Guizot in turn proposed the duke de Broglie, whom M. 
Thiers rejected, at the same time reminding his colleagues that 
the return of the duke to office was rendered impossible by the 
refusal of the grant of 25,000,000f. for America. 

It is stated in very late Paris aceounts that the duke of 
Bassano, the former minister of the interior, has been 
entrusted by the king with the formation of a new minis- 
try, which it is said will be composed as follows: 


The duke of Bassano, minister of the interior, with the presi- 
dency of the council. 


M. Bresson, at present envoy at Berlin, minister of foreign 
affairs. 

General Bernard, war department. 

M. Teste, minister of commerce. 

M. Sauzel, minister of public instruction. 

M. Persil, minister of justice. 

M. Charles Dupin, minister of marine. 

M. Passay, minister of finance. 

The chambers were to be immediately conveked, and a law 
of amnesty presented for their concurrence. 

Another and a little later account, arranges the new 
French ministry thus— 

M. Mole, president of the council and foreign affairs. 

Gen. Guilleminot—war. 

M. Pelot de la Loziere—interior. 

M. Calmon—finance. 

M. Chas. Dupin—commerce. 

M. Cousin or Pussy—public instruction. 

M. Persil, and adml. Jacob, remaining ministers of justice 
and marine.’? 

The New York Commercial Advertiser says— 

Philip Kearney, esq. arrived Jast evening at this port from 
Havre, bearing despatches from Mr. Livingston, our minister to 
the courtot Louis Phillipe. Their contents will not probably 
be made public for some weeks to come, but we anxiously 
hope they may be of a pacific character. 


Two routes for a rail road from Paris to Calais have 
been surveyed—the distance of each being about 80 
leagues, and the estimated cost of either about 40,000,000 
franes—say 8 millions of dollars. There must be two 
tunnels. When this improvement shall be made, a “trip 
to Paris,” from London, will be a small affair. 


From France we have the following singular items of 
intelligence— 

A statue of .Warie Antoinette has been placed in the 
Eplotory chapel, in the rue d’Anjou: 

Preparations were making to raise a statue of Louis 
XIV at Versailles: 

The Zilies—(fleur de lys) again appear on the orna- 
ments of the king’s palaces! 

The French admiral Mackau, has obtained ‘‘full sa- 
tisfaction,”? at Carthagena, for the indignities cast upon 
the French consul resident in that city—and, instead of 
“inflicting vengeance,” as he was prepared to do—was 
entertained kindly, and departed in peaee. 

We have noticed the report of a great victory obtain- 
ed by the Carlists over the queen’s forces, in the north of 
Spain. So deep is the interest, and the juggling in the 
Spanish funds, that itis difficult to ascertain the truth*— 
but it is said, that on the 27th and 28th October, Zumal- 
acarreguy attacked two divisions of the queen’s troops, 





*Since the preceding was written being a brief notice of 
pompous accounts of the victories of the Carlists, &e. we see 
that advices from St. Sebastians, (only 30 miles from the place 
where the reported battles were fought), of the 3d November, 
(seven days later), are altogether silent on the subject! And so 


we think that our notion about the jugglings of the fund-jobbers 
may be correct, 
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and totally routed them, killing 700 men, wounding as 
many more, and taking 1,500 prisoners, among them 
gen. O’Doyle and his brother, who were immediately 
shot. The whole of the ammunition and baggage, with 
7 pieces of artillery, and a large quantity of arms, &c. 
fell into the hands of the victors. The spoils are of 
great value. ‘he general had informed Don Carlos, 
that he intended another attack on the 29th or 30th— 
saying, that, if successful, in that, the ‘‘road to Madrid 
will be open to your majesty.” 
the prisoners, a few excepted. 


The queen, between the war in the north, and the in- 
trigues and doings at her court, appears to have a trouble- 
some time of it. 


We have the following items of news from Portugal: 

London, November 10. By an arrival at Falmouth, papers 
have been received from Lisbon to the 4th instant. It appears 
that the chambers have passed a law forever excluding Don 
Miguel and his heirs from the throne of Portugal. So unani- 
mous were the membefs in their hatred of the ex-tyrant, that 
not one voice was raised against the project. The law in 
substance is as follows:—The ex-infante Don Miguel and his 
descendants are forever excluded from the succession to the 
Portuguese crown, &c. &c. Should he or they ever venture 
to enter the Portuguese territories, they and all who may ac- 
company them shall be held guilty of high treason and tried by 
a council of war. The whole process shall be verbal, and not 
last more than twenty-four hours. Convicted of the fact he and 
they are to be shot immediately afterwards. Any inhabitant 
who may meet the ex infante within the Portuguese territory 
may kill him, and he will receive a reward of ten contos, about 
£2,500 sterling, for the delivery of his body. The same re- 
ward will be paid to whoever shall hand him over alive to the 
authorities. Any public functionary who may neglect to appre- 
hend the asurper, shall be punished with death, or other minor 
punishment, &c. 


Another account says that the young queen will marry the 


son of Eugeae Beauharpois —the son of Josephine, Napolecn’s 
first wire. 


Carlos had pardoned all 


ELECTIONS. 
The votes that were given for members of congress, from Mas- 
sachusetts, amount to 75,676, of which the whig candidates 
received 46,624—all others 29,050—majority 17,574. 


Mr. King has been re-elected a senator of the United States 
from Georgia, for six years, and Mr. Alfred Cuthbert elected in 
the place of Mr. Forsyth. They are friends of the administra- 
tion. The following shows the state of the votes: 

John P. King, 154 Dr. H. Branham,61, 
Geo. R. Gilmer, 80 O. H. Kenan, 31, 
Scattering, 9, Scattering, 20. 

A. Cuthbert, 127, 


Much has been said of colored voters in Boston. It appears 


that there are only 290 in the whole, and that of these no more | 


than 117 voted at the last election. 

The whigs of Boston, whose majority is nearly 3000, have 
unanimously nominated Mc. Lyman, a ‘Jackson man,’’ for re- 
election to the mayoralty. Such proceedings are pleasant, in 
these our days. [Mr. L. has been elected by a very large ma- 
jority. The other city authorities elected are all whigs. ] 


The election for governor of North Carolina, on the third 
ballot, resulted as follows: for Mr. Swain, (anti-Jackson) 97, 
Mr. Moxley, (Jackson) 89, scattering 4. 


Mr. King has been re-elected a senator of the United States 
from Alabama, fur six years, from the 3d March next. For 
Mr. K. 97 votes. The whole number of members in the legia- 
lature is 120. 


We have the returns of the votes given for the three mem- 
bers of congress from Vermont, in whose districts no choice 
was made at the first attempt to elect—as follows: 

Mr. Allen received 2,574 votes, Mr. Yan Ness (Jackson) 
1,678, and Mr. Smith (anti-mason) 778. Mr. A.’s majority over 
both 116. 

Mr. HM. Everett had a majority of 298 votes over two other 
candidates. 

Mr. Janes received 3,639 votes, Mr. Fletcher, 3.398, and there 
Were a few scattering. Janes’ majority 215. We are not cer- 
tain, but think that Mr. Fletcher has been represented as a Jack- 
£0n anti mason. 

The election of Messrs. Hall and Slade has heretofore been 
noticed. The whole of the delegation are whigs. 


At the recent election for town officers at Hartford, Con. the 
whole whig ticket prevailed by majorities from 269 to 296, out 
of about 1,000 votes. Last year a majority of the selectmen 
were Jacksonians. 


James Buchanan, (formerly a representative in congress, and 
lately our minister to Russia), has been chosen senator of the 
United States from the state of Pennsylvania, to supply the va 


es 





Ist ballot. 2d ballot. 3d ballot. 4th ballot. 

James Buchanan, 25 42 58 66 
Joel B. Sutherland, 14 15 13 l 
James Clarke, 6 6 16 26 
Thomas Ringland, il 9 (withdrawn. ] 
John Bredin, 8 7 do. 
Calvin Blythe, 6 5 do. 
Joseph Lawrence, 16 15 12 6 
Amos Ellmaker, 29 29 29 3) 
Nathaniel B. Eldred, 8 [withdrawn.] 

|; George Kremer, 3 do. 
Charles Shaler, 2 do. 


Abner Lacock, 1 1 
Mr. Buchanan’s majority on the 4th ballot—twe. 


The legislature of Missouri have, (without serious oppost- 
tion), elected Mr. Linn to the seat in the senate of the United 
States, which he occupied by appointment of the governor of 
that state. 


A writer in a Baltimore paper has recommended Louis Mc- 
Lane, esq. to the consideration of the legislature of Delaware, 
as the successor of John M. Clayton, esq. after the 4th of 
March next, when the latter intends to retire from the senate, 


The election of a printer, by the legislature of Virginia, in 
the present state of things, is of considerable interest. On the 
6th inst. as is stated, the election was ‘‘prematurely”’ brought 
on, three whigs being absent, and all of the other party present 
—but the result was: 


Shepherd. Ritchie, 
In the house, 74 59 
Senate, 13 18 
87 75 


Majority for Shepherd 12—though three whigs are named as 
having voted for Mr. Ritchie. The latter has held the place 
inany years, and all forwer atLempts to oust him utterly failed, 

This election caused much discussion in the legislature. The 
“Enquirer” of the 9th inst. has ten of its heavy or capacious co- 
lunins filled with the debate, and the editor’s remarks upon it, 
&e. Mr. R. was warmly attacked and defended—but we can- 
not see why this matter should have been considered worthy of 
such a “world of words.” 

oh EO here— 
MASONRY & ANTI-MASONRY—IN VERMONT, 

The writer of the following letter, (one of the Ver- 
mont delegation in the eongress of the United States), 
thinks that a brief editorial article inserted in the Re- 
GisTER of the 15th ult. is “‘imperfect” and ‘‘erroneous” 
—and, no doubt, it so appears to him; but, after a care- 
ful reading of all the paragraphs, and considering the 
connexion which they have with one another, we cannot 
agree that the article is either ‘timperfect” or “errone- 
ous’’—and, certainly, it was not intended that it should 
partake of either quality. But, without entering upon 
an examination or defence of what was said—we shall 
give the gentleman’s letter zm extenso, and add the resoe 
lutions and proceedings to which he refers. 

Not being partisans on this subject, it cannot be suppos- 
ed] that we have any knowledge of the local or private 
operations, or feelings, of either of the parties to it, in 
Vermont, or elsewhere, other than is in the possession of 
every general reader of newspapers. But, in the article 
alluded to, and on several occasions, having, on broad 
grounds, expressed, (in mild terms), our decided oppo- 
sition to a permanent mingling of things that, (as we 





esteem them), are not purely political with others that 


strictly are so—we shall not pursue this matter any furs 
ther. 


H. NI es, esq. 

Dear sir: 1 perceive in your Register of the 15th ine 
stant, an editorial article, in which, after expressing your 
gratification that ‘one cause of excitement”—alluding to 
the question of masonry—*‘‘is about to be abated, if not 
altogether done away,” you state that, ‘fat a meeting of 





the anti-masonic party in the legisiature [of Vermont] 
various resolutions were passed, tending to that unity of 
action just spoken of, and with a view to co-operation on 
broad political principles,” 

Those whose knowledge of the proceedings to which 
you allude is derived solely from your paper, will obs 
tain from the article to which I have referred, not only 
very imperfect, but erroneous views of the subject to 
which it relates: imperfect, because a general aliusion to 
the tendency of resolutions can be no adequate substitute 
for the resolutions themselves; and erroneous, because 
the grounds of the conciliatory movement on the part of 





cancy oceasioned by the resignation of Mr. Wilkins, now our } the anti-masons, are entirely omitted in your article— 
thereby leaving it to be inferred—econutrary to the fact—. 


minister to Ruezsia. The several votes stood as follows: 
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that the anti-masonic party in Vermont are relinquishing 
their opposition to masonry, with a view merely to co- 
operation with some other party, and without anw prac- 
tical attainment of the great end of their organization. 
You will perceive the importance of this suggestion, 
when you observe that there is no allusion in your arti- 
cle, to the very material fact, that movements of the ma- 
sonic fraternity in various parts of this state, to relin- 
quish and abandon the instiiution of freemasonry, imme- 


diately preceded, and furnished the express ground of 


the proceedings of the anti-masonie party, to which you 
refer—movements which it would be doing great injus- 
tice, as well to the honora!le and patriotic motives which 
dictated them, as to the proceedings of the anti-masonic 
party of which they furnished the occasion, to pass un- 
noticed. These proceedings cannot be understood, in 
their true import without a reference to the movements 
which produced them, and to which the first of the reso- 
lutions expressly refers. 

To the end that this matter may be fully understood, 
or, at least, not misunderstood, by the numerous readers 
of your valuable Register, | herewith send for publica- 
tion a copy of the resolutions of the ‘‘anti-masonie party 
in the legislature,” together with the resolutions of a 
meeting of masons of the counties of Caledonia and Es- 
sex, in this state, which furnish a fair specimen of those 
adopted by masonic meetings in several other counties, 
and will, it is presumed, be adopted, in substance, by si- 
milar meetings in other parts of the state. ‘hese reso- 
Jutions will oceupy but a small space in your paper, and 
ought to be registered, not only in present justice to the 
masons and anti-masons of Vermont, but that they may 
furnish materials for the future history of the controversy 
with which tney are connected, and of which, so far as 
regards that controversy in this state, it is to be hoped 
they will lead to the speedy and effectual termination. 

Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM SLADE, 

Viddlebury, Vermont, Nov. 21, 1834. 


At a meeting of the anti-masonic members of the legislature 
and others, holden at the hall of the house of representatives, 
on Monday evening, Oct. 23, hon. Zimri Howe was called to 
the chair, and ©. R. Jewett, appointed secretary. 

The foliowirg resolutions were severally introduced, when, 
after discussion by Messrs. Slade, of Middlebury, Ware, of 
Montpelier, Phelps, of Guilford, Knapp, of Montpelier, Barber, 
of Middlebury, Clarke, of Danville, Manser, of Williston, Por- 
ter, of Springfield, Birehard, of Newfane, Briggs, of Salisbury, 


Conant, of Brandon, Cahoon, of Lyndon, and Griswold, of 


Burlington, were unanimously adopted. 

Ist. Resolved, That the purpose of the anti masonic organiza 
tion in titis state is the abolition of freemasonry; and that the 
surrender of the charters of many of the lodges, and, especially, 
the recent proceedings of masons in various parts of the state, 
furnish gratifying evidence of an advance towards the accom- 
plishment of that purpose, and present an example of regard to 

blic opinion and devotion to the public good, which we ar- 

ently hope may be speedily followed by all the masons in this 
state, and throughout the country, until freemasonry shall be 
completely annihilated. me ve 

2d. Resolved, That we firmly adhere to the principles which 
form the basis of the anti-masonic organization in the state and 
feel bound to maintain that organization while masonry conti- 
nues to exist among us. 

3d. Resolved, That we will maintain an inflexible adherence 
to those principles connected with the administration of the na- 
tional government which have been heretofore asserted, and 
which, we trust, will continue to be sustained by the anti-ma- 
sonic party in this state, and especially those embraced in the 
resolutions of the anti-masonic state convention holdcn on the 
Qist of May last, viz: 

‘Resolved, That, in addition to the dangers which we appre- 
hend from the existence and principles of freemasonry, we dis- 
eern other catises 0; alarm for the safety and stability of our in- 
stitutions in the recent measures of the executive of the United 
States.”’ 

Resolved, That, by his frequent renomination of individuals 
to ofiiee, after their rejection by the senate—by his withholding 
nominations of some of the most important officers of the go- 
vernment from the senate fora long period after their assem- 
bling, and appointing and continuing persons in office in open 
derogation of the rights of the senate, and the spirit of the con- 
stitution—by his late removal of the public deposites from the 
bank of the United States, in the manner, and for the reasons 
he did—and by his assumptions of power in his recent protest 
to the senate—he has evinced a spirit of insubordination to 
legal and constitutional checks upon his authority, and perpe- 
trated abuses of the powers confided to him, which are fatal in 
their tendencies to the liberties of the republic, and, if acquiesc- 
ed in, certain presages of approaching despotisin.”’ 








MASONIC CONVENTION. 

Ata convention of masons residing in the counties of Essex 
and Caledonia, holden at Danville on the 13th day of October, 
1834, pursuant to notice published in the North Star, Jude Kim- 
ball, esq. was called to the chair, and Samuel B. Mattocks ap- 
pointed secretary. 

On motion of bon. I. P. Dana, a committee of seven were ap- 
pointed to draft resolutions expressive of the sense of this con- 
vention—Which committee reported the following resvlutioss, 
Viz: 

Ist. Resolved, That in our opinion, the time has arrived 
when the institution of treemasoury should be abandoned, 

2d. Resolved, That the desire we have for the peace and 
tranquillity of society, the respect we entertain for ourselves in 
our various relations in tife, and the regard we entertain for 
those who are conscientiously Opposed to masonry, induce us 


’ 


freely and forever to relinquish and give up the institution of 


masonry. 

3d. Resolved, That we recommend to all the lodges in this 
state, who have not heretofore surrendered, immediately to 
surrender their charters, and to all masons, especially those in 
the counties of Essex and Caledonia, to abandon the institution 
of masonry forever. 

4th. Resolved, That the foregoing resolutions be signed by all 
the members of this convention, and that an opportunity be af- 
forded to all masons to sign them, by cireulating copies in each 
town in said counties, 

5th. Resolved, That the editors of the North Star and of the 
several newspapers printed at Montpelier be requested to pub- 
lish the proceedings of this convention. 

JUDE KIMBALL, chairman, 

Sam’ B. Marrocks, secretary. 

Lucius Kimball, Phineas Spaulding, 

Pres West, Eben’r Eastman, 

Brigham Pike. Ira Brainard, 

Daniel Pike, Olney Faller, 

John Weeks, John Phitlips, 

Eben’r Peck, Joseph Morrill, 2d, 

Walter Wright, Samuel A. Wheeler, 

William Mattocks, Warner Bingham, 

Israel P. Dana, John Kelsey, 

Isaac Fletcher, Phineas Spalding, 

Abel Carpenter, Jolin A. Kibbey, 

Samuel Densmore, Silas Wiggins, 

William Hutchinson, Jolin S. Jenks, 

Abel Brown, Isaac Denison, 

G. W. Denison, Joseph Putnam, 

Titus Newell, Z. K. Pangborn, 

John Ul. Hatchins, Timothy Cowles, 

William Wheeler, Asiibel Goodenough. 

Theron Howard, 


TWENTY-THIRD CONGRESS—SECOND SESSION, 
SENATE. 


December 8. Messrs. Webster, of Massachusetts, Wagga- 
man, of Louisiana, Prentiss,of Vermont, King, of Alabama and 
Clayton. of Delaware, attended to-day and took their seats. 

‘The chair communicated the following letter from the secre- 
tary of the treasury: 

Treasury department, December 5th, 1834. 

Sir: In obedience to an act of congress, passed the 30th day 
of June last, confiding the erection of a bridge across the Poto- 
mac river, between this city and Alexandria, to this depart- 
ment, immediate measures were taken for its fulfilment, nu- 
merous proposals were early received, and a contract has been 
made and well secured, which is now in the course of execu- 
tion in a manner satisfactory to the department, and under 
which it is anticipated the new bridge will be substantially 
finished by the first of November next, and at an expense con- 
siderably less than the amount appropriated. The particulars 
on this subject will be found in the report of the engineer. In 
regard to the clause in that act making an appropriation to de- 
fray the losses sustained by the person who had, under a verbal 
contract, incurred expense in the preparation to erect the bridge 
on a different model, the department has made every inquiry in 
its power into the real extent and justice of his claims, and paid 
him thereon the sum of $7,104 16, as will more fully appear in 
the statement annexed. It will be seen that he stil! anticipates 
establishing an equitable right to much more; but, until he suc- 
ceeds in that, no further appropriation will be necessary to meet 
it, as the balance now on hand for this object exceeds $12,000. 

The correspondence and evidence in detail on thie subject 
will be furnished whenever desired. All which is respectfully 
submitted, LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 
Hon. Martin Van Buren, vice president of the U. States and 

president of the senate. 

The chair also communicated a report from the secretary of 
the treasury relative to the reorganization of the treasury de- 
partment; a report shewing the number of certificates of scrip 
issued to satisfy revolutionary land warrants granted to officers 
and soldiers of the Virginia line and continental army; a report 
on the case of Mary O'Sullivan; and a report on the marine 
hospital fund. 

The chair communicated the credentials of Mr. James Bu- 
chanan elected a senator by the legislature of Pennsylvania, in 
the place of Mr. William Wilkins, resigned. 

Mr. Webster gave notice that he would to morrow ask leave 
to introduce a bill to provide for the satisfaction of the claims of 
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American citizens for spoliations on their commerce committed 
by the Freach prior to the year 1800. 

The bill to settle and establish the northern boundary line of 
the state of Ohio, was read the second time, and, on motion of 
Mr. Ewing, laid on the table, 

Mr. Moore introduced a bill to authorise the relinquishment 
of the 16th sections of land granted for the use of schovuls, and 
the location of other lands in lieu thereof. 

Me. Ewing submitted resolutions calling upon the secretary 
of war to transmit to the senate copies of any communications 
he may have received from the comuuiissioners of the states of 
Maryland, Pennsylvania and Virginia, to reeeive portions of the 
Cumberland road lying within the limits of those states, respec- 
tively; and if any money be necessary to complete the repairs 
ef said road, &c. as also copies of all surveys aud documents in 
his department relative to the improvement of tie harbor at the 
mouth of the river Raisin, in the territory of Michigan. 

On motion of Mr. Clay, the senate then adjourned. 

December 9. Messrs. Robbins, Poindexter and Biib were ap- 
pointed, on the part of the senate, members of the joint com- 
mittee on the library. 

Mr. Webster introduced a bill to settle the claims of American 
citizens for spoliations committed by the French prior to 1800— 
read a first and second time and referred to a select committee, 
consisting of Messrs. Webster, Grundy, Prentiss, Preston and 
Shepley. 

Mr. Tipton submitted a resolution instituting an inquiry into 
the expedieucy of establishing a port of entry at the town of La- 
fayette on the Wabash. 

Mr. Benton submitted a resolution, which lies one day, call 
ing on the secretary of the treasury. for the correspondence with | 
the president of the bank of the United States on the subject of 
the branch drafts; the dividends withheld, and also for infor- 
mation whether the government directors have been refused 
access to the books and accounts of the institution. 

Mr. Tyler introduced a bill to provide for the issuing of addi- 
tional scrip to satisfy outstanding Virginia and revolutionary 
land warranuts—read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Naudain introduced a bill authorising the purchase for 
the hospitals of the army and navy, of the patent right of Boyd 
Reilly, for the application of steam to the human body—read 
and ordered to a second reading. 

The bill for the relinquishment of the 16th sections of land 
grauted for the use of public schools, and the entry of other 
lands in lieu thereof, was read and referred to the committee on 
public lands. 

The chair communicated a report from the secretary of the 
treasury giving statements of the bank of the United States, and 
the state banks selected fur the deposites of the public moneys— 
ordered to be printed. 

The senate adjourned. 

December 10. Mr. Preston, of 8.C. appeared to day and took 
his seat. 

A communication was received from the war department re- 
lative to the repairs of the Cuinberland road. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Southard, relative to the elec- 
tion of slanding committees, was taken up, amended so as to 
fix the appointment for to-morrow, and passed. 

Mr. Benton’s resolution relative to the bank of the United 
States, was taken up, whea Mr. Tyler, having made a sugges- 
tion of the propriety of deiaying the inquiry, and on motion of 
Mr. Benton, the resolution was laid on the table. 

The bill relative to the purchase of the patent right of the 
steam bath of Boyd Reilly for the use of the U.S. army and 
navy hospitals, was referred to 4 select: committee, appointed 
by ballot consisting of Measrs. Naudain, Robbins, Kent, Pren- 
tiss and Sprague. 

Mr. Webster reported the bill on the subject of French spoli- 
ations, and gave notice that he would call up the bill on Wed- 
nesday next or the day thereafter. 

On motion of Mr. King, of Alabama, the senate went into ex- 


ecutive business, and when the doors were opened, the senate 
adjourned. 





December 11. In pursuance of the resolution passed yester- 
day, the senate proceeded to ballot for its standing committees; 
and the ballots resulted in the choice of the following gentle- 
inen, to serve for the present session. 

Foreien relations—Mr. Clay, chairman; Messrs. King, of 
Georgia, Mangum, Sprague, Tallmadge. 

Committee on finuance—Mr. Webster, chairman; Messrs. 
Wright, Tyler, Mangum, Ewing. 

Committee on commerce—Mr. Silsbee, chairman; Messrs. 
King, of Alabama, Waggaman, Sprague, Wright. 

Committee on manufactures—Mr. Frelinghuysen, chairman; 
Messrs. Morris, Knight, Prentiss, Tyler. 

Committee on agriculture—Mr. Brown, chairman; Messrs. 
Kent, Swift, Robinson, Morris. 

Committee on military affairs—Mr. Benton, chairman; Messrs. 
Tipton, Preston, King, of Alabama, Clayton. 

Committee on militia—Mr. Robinson, chairman; Messrs. Hen- 
dricks, McKean, Waggaman, Swift. 

Committee on naval affairs—Mr. Southard, chairman; Messrs. 
Robbins, Tallmadge, Bibb, Black. 

Committee on public lands. [The committee on public lands 
of the last sessioa was continued for the present session, by an 
unanimous vote passed during the last week. The members 
consist of Messrs. Poindexter, (chairman), Moore, Prentiss, 
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McKean and Clay.] 





Committee on private land claims—Mr. Black, chairman; 
Messrs. Kane, Naudain, Porter, Shepley. 

Committee on Indian affuirs—Mr. White, chairman; Messrs. 
Tipton, Smith, Swift, Frelinghuysen. 

Committee on claims—Mr. Bell, chairman; Messrs. Tipton, 
Naudain, Brown, Shepley. 

Committee on the judicitary—Mr. Clayton, chairman; Messrs. 
Preston, Bell, Smith, Leigh. 

Committee on the post office and post roads. [The committee 
on the post office and post roads of the last session was conti- 
nued for the present session, by a resolution passed unanimous- 
ly, during the last week. The members consist of Messrs. 
Grundy, (chairman), Ewing, Robinson, Knight, Southard. } 

Committee on pensions—Mr. ‘Tomlinson, chairman; Messrs. 
Tallmadge, McKean, Prentiss, Preston. 

Committee on roads and canuls—Mr. Hendricks, chairman; 
Messrs. Kent, Robinson, Robbins, McKean. 

Committee on the District of Columbia—Mr. Tyler, chairman; 
Messrs. Kent, Bibb, Southard, ‘Tomlinson. 

Committee on revolutionary claims—Mr. Moore, chair:aan; 
Messrs. Smith, White, Leigh, Frelinghuysen. 

Committee to credit and report the contingent expenses of the 
senate—Mr. Knight, chairman; Messrs. Tomlinson, Morris. 

Committee on engrossed bills—Mr. Shepley, chairman; Messrs. 
Robinson, Morris. 

Mr. Clay gave notice that he would, on Monday next, ask 
leave to introduce a bill to appropriate, for a limited time, the 
proceeds of the public lands among the states, an¢ for other 
purposes, 

‘The various parts of the president’s message were then refer- 
red to the appropriate committees. 

Mr. Benton reported a bill to graduate the price of the rofnse 
lands of the United States; also a bill granting a certain q ianti- 
ty of land to the state of Missouri for purposes of internal im- 
provement. The senate adjourned, 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, Dec.4. The speaker laid before the house sundry 
communications, viz: 

I. A letter from the secretary of the treasury, tranemitiing his 
annual report on the state of the finances; which report was 
ordered to lie on the table, and ten thousand copies thereof 
were ordered to be printed for the use of the members of the 
house, 

If. A letter from the secretary of the treasury, transmitting a 
printed statement of the receipts and expenditures of the United 
States, for the year 1833, prepared in pursuance of the standing 
order of the house of representatives, of the 30th December, 
1791; which letter was read and laid on the table. 


Lil. A letter from the secretary of the “treasury transmitting 
copies of two reports of the register and receiver of the land ef 
fice forthe district of St. Stephens, in the state of Alabama, 
prepared in obedience to the 3d section of the act of March 2, 
1829; which letter and reports were laid on the table. 


[V. The annual statement of expenditures on account of con- 
tingencies for the house of representatives of the United States 
for the year ending November 30, 1834, and of the clerks and 
other persous employed in the service of the said house, pre- 
pared by the clerk in obedience to the joint tesolution of March 
1, 1823; which statement and accompanying papers were or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

V. A tetier from the secretary of the treasury, transmitting 
an estimate of the sums necessary to be appropriated for the 
support of government for the year 1835; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 


VI. A letter from the treasurer of the United States, trans- 
mitting transcripts of sundry accounts of his office for the year 
1834; which letter and accounts were laid on the table. 

Monday, Dec. 8. The following committees were announced 
as the standing committees of the house: ) 

Of elections—Messrs. Claiborne, Griffin, Hawkins, Vander- 
poel, Hannegan, Hard, Burns, Bouldin, Kilgore. 

Of ways and means—Mesars. Polk, Wilde, Cambreleng, Me- 
Kim, Binney, Loyall, MeKinley, Hubbard, Corwin. 

Of claims—Messrs. Whittlesey, of Ohio, Barber, McIntire, 
Gholson, Forrester, Stoddert, Banks, Fulton, Miner. 

Of commerce—Messrs. Sutherland, Harper, of N. H. Pinck- 
ney, Heath, Pearce, of R. I. Gillet, Phillips, Johnson, of La. 
Morgan. 

On the public lands—Messrs. Clay, Boon, Clayton, Slade, 
Ashley, Inge, Williams, Lincoln, Casey. 

On the post office and post roads—Messrs. Connor, Kavanagh, 
Thomas, of La. Briggs, Murphey, Lane, Laporte, Hall, of Me. 
Schley. 

For the District of Columbia—Messrs. Chinn, W. B. Shepard, 
McKennan, Allen, of Va. Heister, Fillmore, King, Vanderpoel, 
Steel. 

On the judiciary—Messrs. Foster, Gordon, Beardsley, Tho- 
mas, of Md. Hardin, Parks, Pierce, of N. H. Robinson, Hamer. 

On revolutionary claims—Messrs. Muhlenburg, Crane, Bates, 
Standifer, Marshall, Young, Baylies, Turrill, Kinnard. 

On public expenditures—Messrs. Davenport, Lyon, Page, 
Ularke, of Pa. Tweedy, McLene, Jackson, of Mass. Hazletine, 
Ferris. 

On private land claims—Messtrs. Johnson, of Tenn. Mardis, 
Carr, Galbraith, Mann, of N. Y. Bull, Chambers, Davis, of Ky. 
May. 
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On manufactures—Messrs. Adams, of Mass, Denny, Dicker- 
son, of N. J. Martindale, McComas, Osgood, Clowney, Cramer, 
Jackson, of Conn. 

On agriculture—Messrs. Bockee, Taylor. of Va. Hathaway, 
Barnitz, Bean, Dunlap, Clowney, Turner, Beaty. 

On Indian affairs—Messrs. Gilmer, McCarty, Everett, of Vt. 
Graham, Allen, of Ohio, Dickinson, of Tenn. Howell, Love, of 
Ky. Grennell. 

On military affairs—Messrs. Johnson, of Ky. Vance, Speight, 
Ward, Thompson, Coffee, Bunch, McKay, Anthony. 

On naval affairs—Messrs. White, of N. Y. Milligan, Wat- 
mough, Lansing, Reed, Grayson, Parker, Smith, Wise. 

On foreign ajfairs—Messrs. Wayne, Everett, of Mass. Hall, 
of N. C. Coulter, Jarvis, Pierson, Patton, Letcher, Peyton. 

On territories—Messrs. Allan, of Ky. Potts, Johnson, of N. Y. 
Wilson, Jones, of Ohio, Ewing, Gamble, Cage, Trumbull. 

Qn revolutionary pensions—Messrs. Wardwell, Barringer, 
pene” Moore, of Va. Lea. of Tenn, W. K. Fuller, Fowler, 

» Lay. 

On invalid pensions—Messrs. Miller, Beale, Adams, of N. Y. 
= Chilton, Chaney, Mitchell, of Ohio, Brown, of N. Y. 

anes. 

On roads and canals—Messts. Mercer, Blair, Vinton, Stewart, 
Rencher, Johnson, of Md. Lucas, Pope, Reynolds. 

Of revisal and unfinished businesss—Messrs. Dickson, Harri- 
son, McVean, Shinn, Taylor, of N. Y. 

Of accounts—Messrs. Mann, of Pa. Lee, of N. J. Mitchell, of 
W. Y. Crockett, Osgood. 

[The following standing committees of the house, appointed 
at the Jast session, remain through the congress: ] 

On expenditures in the department of state—Messrs. A. H. 
Shepherd, Day, Beaumont, Bodle, Patterson. 

On expenditures in department of treasury— Messrs. Allen, of 
Vt. P. C. Fuller, Harper, of Pa. Spangler, Clarke, of N. Y. 

On expenditures in the department of war—Messrs. Whittle- 
sey, of N. Y. Deberry, Chambers, Webster, Halsey. 

On expenditures in department of navy—Messrs. Hall, of Me. 
Huntington, of N. Y. Ramsay, Sloane, Van Houten. 

On expenditures in department of post office—Measrs. Hawes, 
Fulton, Burns, Wagener, Lay. 

On expenditures on public buildings—Messrs. Whallon, Dar- 
fington, rown, Henderson, Hard. 

d J. Manning, elected a representative from South 
Carolina, in the place of James Blair, deceased, and Francis 

» Pickins, vice George McDuftie, resigned, appeared, were 
gualified, and took their seats. 

“ Qa motion of Mr. E. Everett « resolution was passed providing 
for the appointment of a joint library committee. 

On motion of Mr. Clayton, it was resolved to instruct the 
committee of ways apd means to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing 4 branch of ihe mint in some central position of the 
gold region. 

On motion of Mr. Hubbard, the committee on revolutionary 

nsions were instructed to inquire into the propriety of provid- 
ng by law for the semi-annual publication of the names and 
residences of the peasioners. 

The bill reported at the last session, to regulate the pay 
of the navy of the United States, was, on motion of Mr. Wat- 
mough, made the special order of the day for this day week. 

Mr. Hawes, of Kentucky, submitted a resolution to appoint a 
select committee to inquire into the expediency of amending 
the laws relating to the West Point academy, or whether 
j4 would not comport with the public interest to abolish it— 
which sesolution, after various motions to amend, one of 
which went io inquire into the propriety of abolishing the office 
of commander in-chief of the army of the United States, and 
a long debate, was adopted by the following vote: yeas 182, 
nays 27. 

A communication was received from the secretary of the 
freasury, On the subject of remodelling the treasury department, 
and altering the arrangement of the other departments of 
government—5,000 copies ordered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the same officer, in reference to 

the Potomac bridge, and two communications in relation to 

aeeeeng balances—laid on the table and ordered to be 
nted. 

The house then adjourned. 


Tuesday, Dec. 9.—Messrs. Evans,of Maine, Gorham, of Mas- 
sachusetis, Whallon, of New York, Burd, of Pennsylvania, 
“ircher and Mason, of Virginia, Garland, of Louisiana, and 
Burges, of Rhode Island, appeared this day, were qualified, 
and took their seats. 

Messrs. BE. Everett, Wayne and Loyall were appointed mem- 
bers of ye) library committee on the part of the house. 

Messre. Jarvis, Ward, Watmough, Lincoln and William B. 
Shepard were announced as the committee on the public 
grounds and buildings. 

The following gentlemen were announced as the committee 
on Mr. Hawes’ resolution concerning the military acade- 

y, Viz: 

r. Hawes, ofKentneky, 


Mr. Gholson, of Va., 
Mr Smith, of Maine, 


Mr. A. H. Shepperd, N. C., 
Mr. Campbell, of 8. C., 
Mr. Gamble, of Georgia, 
Mr. Forester, of Tenn., 
Mr. Allen, of Ohio, 

Mr. Garland, of Lou., 


r. Pierce, of N. Hampshire, 
r. Briggs, of Mass., 

Mr. Pearce, of R. Island, 

Mr. Young, of Conn., 

Mr. Hall, of Vermont, 

Mr. Mann, of New York, 


eae 


Mr. Dickerson, of N. J., 
Mr. Laporte, of Penn., 
Mr. Milligan, of Del., Mr. Lewis, of Alabama, 

Mr. Carmichael, of Md., Mr. Ashley, of Mo. 

On motion of Mr. Beaty, the committee on roads and canals 
were instructed to inquire into the propriety of making further 
provision to improve the Cumberland river. 

On motion of Mr. Garland, the committee on the public 
lands were instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation of Jand or money, for the purpose of making 
levees on the public lands on the western bank ofthe Mississip- 
pi river, from the northern boundary of the state of Louisiana, 
as low down as the grand levee of Point Coupee, and on the 
southern bank of Red River, from the mouth thereof as far as 
may be necessary to protect the country from the inundations 
of thatriver. 

On motion of Mr. Hannegan, an inquiry was instituted into 
the propriety of making Lafayette, on the Wabash, a port of 
entry. 

On motion of Mr. Ewing, the committee on canals and in- 
ternal improvement were instructed to inquire into the expe- 
dieney of making an appropriation to improve the navigation 
of the Wabash river from its junction with the canal a few 
miles north of Tippecanoe, to its junction with the Ohio river. 

On motion of Mr. McKinley, the committee on roads and 
canals were directed to inquire into the expediency of author- 
ising the state of Alabama to lay and collect tolls on the navi- 
gation of the canal now constructing round the Muscle shoals, 
to be applied to keeping the canal in repair, &e. 

On motion of Mr. Sevier, the committee of ways and means 
were instructed to inquire into the expediency of making an 
appropriation to complete the improvement of the navigation 
of the Arkansas river. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, of Maine, the committee on com- 
merce were instructed to inquire into the propriety of providing 
for the erection of a breakwater for the improvement of the 
harbor of Portland, Maine. 

On motion of Mr. Morgan, 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce inquire into the 
expediency of obliging all merchant ships or vessels of the Unit- 
ed States over the burthen of two hundred tons, bound south 
of the equator, to have on board as a part of their crew, two 
apprentices at least, as a means of benefitting the naval and 
commercial service of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. Mann, of New York, the military commit- 
tee Was instructed toinquire and report upon the expediency 
of abolishing the office of major general commanding in chief, 
and of providing for a fixed allowance, and for a reduction and 
more equitable distribution of the pay, rations and emoluments 
of the general and staff officers of the army. 

On motion of Mr. Chambers, the committee on the judiciary 
were instructed to report upon the expediency of limiting the 
liability of the sureties of deceased, removed, or resigned pub- 
lie officers of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. McKim, so much of the report of the secre- 
tary of war as relates to the resolution of the last session provid- 
ing for the construction of a rail road through the public 
grounds at Harper’s Ferry, was referred to the committee on 
military affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Mason, the message of the president rela- 
tive to the presents from the emperor of Morocco of two horses 
and a lion, was referred to the committee of foreign relations, 
with instructions to report a bill authorising the sale of the 
same, as also of certain other presents. 

On motion of Mr. Wise, the bill reported atthe last session to 
erect a marble column at Yorktown, Virginia, was made the 
order of the day for to-morrow week. 

On motion of Mr. Hubbard, the following resolution was 
adopted, and the committee ordered to consisted of five mem- 
bers: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed, on the part of this 
house, tojoin such committee as may be appointed on the part 
of the senate, to consider and report the arrangements neces- 
sary to be adopted, in order to carry into effect the last resolu- 
tion reported on the 24th June, 1834, by the joint committee 
appointed at the last session of congress, on the occasion of 
the death of general Lafayette. 


On motion of Mr. Connor, the house resolved itself into 
a committee of the whole, on the state of the union, Mr. 
Speight in the chair, and took up the message of the president, 
when, on motion of the same gentleman, a series of resolutions 
were adopted, referring the various parts of said message to 
appropriate and select committees. 

While the above resolutions were under consideration, Mr. 
Clayton offered a substitute for the one which referred that 
part of the president’s message relative to France to the com- 
mittee on foreign relations, This substitute instructed the com- 
mittee to report that it was expedient to await the further action 
ofthe French chambers. ‘This motion led to an animated dis- 


cussion. Mr. Clayton ultimately withdrew his amendment, 
and then the house adjourned, 


Wednesday, Dec. 10. Mr. 





Mr. Cage, of Miss., 
Mr. Casey, of INinois, 


‘elder, of South Carolina, and 


Mr. Sevier, delegate from Arkansas, attended yesterday. 

On motion of Gilmer, it was ordered that the “bill for the 
establishment of the western territory, and the security and 
protection of the Indian emigrants and other tribes therein,” 
he made the special order of the day for the Ist Monday in 





Mr. Hannegan, of Indiana, 


January, and that the report and bill be printed. 
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On motion of Mr. Sevier, the bill authorising a census of the 
inhabitants of the territory of Arkansas to be taken, was made 
the order of the day for to morrow week. 

The bill relative to the Louisville and Portland canal was re- 
ferred to the committee ofthe whole. : 

Mr. CAsiton submitted a resolution instituting an inquiry into 
the expediency of making an appropriation to aid the states of 
Kentucky and Tennessee in the improvement of the road lead- 
ing from the city of Louisville, Kentucky, to Nashville, Tenn. 
which resolution was decided in the negative—ayes 72, nays 88. 

On motion of Mr. White, of New York, the committee of 
ways and means were instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of establishing a branch of the mint in the city of New York. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the committee of commerce were 
instructed to inquire iuto the expediency of providing for a sur- 
vey of the river Passaic in the state of New Jersey, and of 
the channel of Newark bay, and the Kill Van Kull, to its ter- 
snination in the bay of New York. 

On motion of Mr. Burd,the committee on roads and canals 
were instructed to inquire into the expediency of causing a 
survey and examination of the ground from Cumberland, Mary- 
land, via. Bedford to Hollidaysburgh, in Huntington county, 
Penn. with a view of connecting the Ohio and Chesapeake 
eanal with the Pennsylvania canal, by a rail road or turnpike. 

On motion of Mr. Vinton, an inquiry was instituted into the 
propriety of making an appropriation for the improvement of 
the navigation of the Olio river, between Pittsburgh and the 
Falls of Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. Mitchell. of Ohio, an inquiry was instituted 
as to the propriety of establishing a national armory on the 
Muskingum river. 

The bill granting an additional quantity of land to the states 
of Ohio and Indiana, for the construction of the Wabash and 
Erie canal, was referred to a committee of the whole. 

On motion of Mr. Lane, the committee on the public lands 
were instructed to inquire into the propriety of permitting pro- 
prietors and cultivators of lands to add to their farms any quan- 
tity of the public lands at 50 cents per acre, which may have 
been offered for sale and subject to entry for twenty years. 

On motion of Mr. Casey, the committee on public lands were 
instructed to report on the propriety of granting 320 acres of 
land to the widow and heirs of each person killed during the 
Indian war of 1832. 

On motion of Mr. Lyon, of Michigan, the committee on roads 
and canals were instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making appropriations for connecting, by a ship canal, the 
navigable part of the river Raisin with Lake Erie, and for re- 
moving the bar at the mouth of Clinton river, in Michigan ter- 
ritory. 

On motion of Mr. Jarvis, the committee on commerce was 
instructed to inquire into the propriety of providing by law that 
the ships and vessels of the United States be registered, en- 
rolled and licensed anew. 

Mr. Smith was elected chaplain on the fourth ballot. 
house then adjourned. 


The \ 


Thursday, Dec. 11.—The following gentlemen compose the 
select committee appointed to re-organize the treasury depart. 
ment, viz: Messrs. Wayne, Mason, of Virginia, McKennan, 
Cambreleng, Rencher, Evans, Pope, Jarvis, McKay. 

The following is the select committee, on the part of this 
house, on the death of Lafayette, viz: Messrs. Hubbard, Lin- 
coln, White, Allen, of Virginia, and Marshall, 

The following is the select committee on the destruction of 
the treasury buildings, viz: Messrs. Gilmer, Archer, Binney, 
rae Gorham, Johnson, of Kentucky, Speight, Hubbard, 

TT. 

Mr. White, of New York, reported abill to amend the acts for 
the organization of the state, treasury and navy departments— 
twice read and referred. 

On motion of Mr. Hard, the committee on roads and canals 
were instructed to inquire into the expediency of constructing 
apier in the Niagara river, near Youngstown, in the state of 
New York. 

On motion of Mr. Binney, the committee on the judiciary 
were instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing, by 
law, for designating jurors to serve in the courts of the United 
States, in cach state, according to the mode now practised in 
the highest courts of law in the respective states. 

On motion of Mr. Chilton Allan, the committee on public 
lands were instructed to inquire into the propriety of granting 
a township of land to the Transylvania University. 

On motian of Mr. McCurty the committee on roads and ca 
nals were instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting 
each alternate section of land along the road leading from Law- 
renceburgh, Indiana, to White Pigeon, in Michigan territory, 
for the purpose of aiding in making said road. 

On motion of Mr. Ashley, inquiry was instituted as to the 

propriety of allowing drawback on foreign goods transported by 
Jand through the interior of the United States to the Mexican 
provinces. 
_ Mr. Chilton submitted a resolution authorizing an inquiry 
snto the expediency of extending a lateral branch of the great 
national road, frogn some suitable point in the state of Omo, 
and thence through Kentucky, Tennessee and Alabama to New 
Orleans, which was negatived—yeas 69, nays 115. 

On motion of Mr. R. M. Johnson, the committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia were instructed to inquire into the expedien- 





Mr. McKinley submitted a resolution inquiring into the pro- 
priety of reducing the price of the public lands according to a 
scale of years to 75 cents, 50 cents, 25 cents and 6} Cents per 
acre. The house adjourned. 

[Some of the proceedings of this day will be recorded more 
at length]. 


THE UNITED STATES’ BILL—ON FRANCE. 
Having expressed an opinion of the nature of this commercial 
transaction Of the treasury department with the bank of the 
United States, any remarks on the following paper would 
be supererogatory: 

Bank of the United States, November 28th, 1834. 

Sir:—Your favor of the 13th of July last reached the bank 
during my absence, and finding, on my return, that my letters 
addressed to you, at Washington, had been published in the 
newspapers of Nashville, it seemed useless to prolong a discus- 
sion which could only inflame the passions of the country in 
the midst of its elections. | have, therefore, forborne to an- 
swer your letter until the time had passed for the repetition of 
a similar appeal from the laws. 

The whole case appears to be exceedingly simple. There is 
a difference of opinion between the treasury and the bank 
about the damages on a bill of exchange. This is a matter 
of account Which depends on the existing laws, and the acts of 
congress provide specifically before what tribunal, and in winat 
inanner, the question must be tried. Thus, bythe act of the 
3d of March, 1797, it is provided, that if any person, aecounta- 
ble for public money, fails to pay it, ‘it shall be the duty of the 
comptroller, and he is hereby required to institute suit for the 
recovery of the same;”’ and, in such a suit, **no claim for 
a credit shall be adinitted upon trial but such as shall appear to 
have been presented to the accounting officers of the treasury 
for their examination, and by them disallowed in whole or in 
part.”’ ‘The bank has, accordingly, presented its account for 
damages, which has been disallowed. It has then retained 
a sufficient amount of public money for the purpose, and invit- 
eda suit by the treasury, so as to bring the subject before the 
court. Itdid this, and so stated it, ‘‘as the best, if not the only 
inode,’’ of setiling the question. But, as the money itself was 
an object of indifference to the bank, which sought only to 
vindicate its own right, and the retaining it was a mere form, 
to comply with the act of congress, the bank at the same time 
requested from the secretary to know whether there was “any 
other mode of submitting the right of the respective parties to 
the judicial tribunals more acceptable’? to him—and would in- 
stantly have released the money on any arrangement with the 
treasury to bring the case before the courts. 


There is a still more summary process of obtaining a deci- 
sion. By the act of congress, of May 15th, 1820, if the publie 
money be withheld, the first comptroller of the treasury can 
issue a Warrant Of distress against the party in default, who 
may then appeal to the courts of the United States. 

Either of these courses is open to the executive. If it choose 
neither, the bank, having done its duty, iscontent. Before the 
proper tribunal, the bank will always be ready to prove. 

1. That the bill of exchange on the French government wag 
drawn without the slightest authority whatever from that 
government to draw it. 

2. That the bank proposed to the treasury to collect the 
money as its agent, and not to pay it until it was received from 
France, thus avoiding the very embarrassment which has 
occurred; but this the treasury declined, and requested the im- 
mediate payment by the bank as a purchaser. 

3. That of the money so paid by the bank, the whole was im- 
mediately appropriated by the treasury, and a part used in the 
current expenses of the government. 

4. That when the bill was protested in Paris, as was inevita- 
ble, and the money paid by the agents of the bank, to save the 
credit of the treasury, the claims of damages by the bank was 
an indispensable act of duty, as that alone would enable the 
treasury to claim damages from the French government, which, 
if the treasury had any right to draw at all, was as much due as 
the principal. 

5. That the universal and inflexible rule of the treasury is to 
make every one pay damages; and asit had required of the 
stockholders of the bank to pay damages, when their bills sold 
to the treasury have been protested, so should it now pay 
damages to those stockholders, when they, in turn, have 
bouglit a bill from the treasury which becomes protested. 

All this will be made manifest whenever the treasury resorts 
to the proper tribunal. Until then, it seems unjust to prejudge 
the question, and quite fruitless to discuss it. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours, 

(Signed) N. BIDDLE, president. 
Hon. Levi Woodbury, sec. of the treasury, Washington, D. C, 


= 9 & OB Stee 
OLD TIMES—IN SCOTLAND. 


We copy the following from the N. ¥. Commercial Adverti- 
ser. itis a curious piece of antiquity, and will amuse many of 
our readers. 

From our correspondent. 
Hallet’s cove, 3\st July, 1834. 

Gentiemen: In January last, | was shown the interior of the 
register office, Edinburgh; among many very ancient and im- 





£Y of abolishing imprisonment for debt. 





portant national state papers, | saw there the original of a re- 
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monstrance from the nobles, earls, barons, &c. of the Scottish 
comimuuity to the pope, dated 6th April, 1320. It contained the 
Signature of each person, Whose name is in the instrument, 
with lus seal appended to each signature with a piece of ribbon 
—it is written im Latin, in a clear, plain band, on a sheet of 
parchment, and is now 514 years old. Lt appears that king Ed- 
ward of England, finding it impossible to conquer Scotland by 
the sword, applied to the pope—(this sume Edward, must lave 
been just such another poor milk-and-water soul as the late 
king of Spain, whom, the papers iniorm us, spent all his time 
in doing nothing but sewing petticoats), who issued his bull, 
commanding all the people in Scotland to submit to the autho- 
rity of Edward, under pain of excommunication, and that he 
would raise on them the French, the Germans, the Danes, 
Swedes, English and Lrish, and sweep them trom the face of 
the earth, and send tiem all to by wholesale. ‘The Scotch- 
men, no way alarmed, coolly replied in substance, that as long 
as there were three hundred men in Scotland who could wave a 
sword over their head, they would neither submit to Edward, 
to the pope, bor to the devil. 1[t’s a trait in the national cha- 
racter of the Scotts, that even in the darkest times of popery, 
the priests could never lead them so far by the nose, as they 
did their more pliable neigibors, the French, Germans, Eng- 
lish, [rish, &c. in their last twenty-eight years struggle with 
the Stewarts to keep out Episcopacy. (You will observe, that 
Episcopacy in Englaud and America are entirely different art- 
cles, no cord spirituals here). They gained for their children a 
portion of religious liberty no where else to be found, except in 
America. 

Through the politeness of one of the gentlemen in the office, 
I had it translated by one of the best Latin scholars in Eain- 
burgh. Its age and authenticity, with the simplicity of its style, 
make it altogether a historical curiosity. It you think it will 
amuse some of your readers, it’s at your service. Yours, . 

G. T. 

A free translation of a copy of the letter of the barons, earls, 
fan, and of the Scottish community, to the pope, 6th April, 
132vU. 

**In the name of the Most Holy Father, Christ and Lord, we 
the undersigned (do hereby declare ourselves to be) by God’s 
Providence, the humble servants, and children, of lord John, 
the high priest, and minister of secred things at Rome, and ot 
the Universal church; Duncan, earl of Fite; Thomas Randolph, 
earl of Moray; lords Maun and Annandale; the heir of Dunbar; 
carl of Marcin; Malisias, earl of Stratheryue; lord Malcolm, of 
Lennox; Willelim, earl of Ross Stire; earl of Cathiness and the 
Orkney Isles, aud Willelim, earl of Sutherland; Walter Senues. 
ca! Scot; Willeim, of Soulis, the head butler of Scotland, 
James, earl of Douglass; Koger, of Mowbray; David, earl of 
Breebin; David, of Graham; Ingeram, of Umphraville; Jobn 
Guard, of Menteith; accompanied by Mentieth; Alexander Fra- 
ser, Gilbert, of Hay, and high constable of Scotland; Robert, of 
Keth, marshal of Scotland; Henry, the illustrious; John, of 
Graham; David, of Lindsay; Wilielin Otifaunt, beir of Graham; 
John, of Jenton; Willeli, of Abertnethy; David, of Wemys; 
Wiilelin, of the Jixed Mount; Fergus, of Ardross; Eustachius, 
of Maxweil; Willelin, of Ramsay; Willelm, of the High Mout; 
Alan, of Moray; Donald Campbell; Johu Cameron; Regimatd, of 
Chen; Alexander, of Seton; Andrew, of Lescelyn; aud Alexan- 
der, of Stratoun, and other barons and freemen, and of the 
whole community of the kingdom of Scotland. Not only, oh 
most holy father, do we know the filial respect, with which de- 
votees Kiss the feet of saints, bul we also gather, both from the 
deeds and books of the ancients, that Our nation, to wit, that of 
Scotland, has been illustrious for mauy great exploits. (Our 
nation) Coming into Scythia Major, passed the pillars of Hercu- 
les, and coming through Spain, resided for many years among 
very savage palions, aud who were in subjection to no man. 
Theo, after a lapse of twelve hundred years, they came (like 
the Israelites ta their passage), and dwelt in those habitations 
now possessed by the exiled Britons and Picts, who are never- 
theless nearly destroyed by the fierce engagements which they 
have had with the Norwegians, Dacians and English, by which 
they have acquired many victories and toils; and have showed 
that their children were tree from all slavery from their forefa- 
thers. ‘Thus far does history bear on us. In this kingdom, 
they had one hundred and thirty kings, of their own, of the 
royal biood, and no foreigner taking possession. But He, by 
whom nobles reign, and others shine, with great effulgence, 
even the King of kings, our Lord Jesus Clirist, appointed by his 
most holy faith, afier lis passion and resurrection, that they 
should dwell in the uttermost parts of the earth, as if they had 
been the first inhabitants. Nordid he wish that they should be 
confirmed in their faith, by any one, but by their first apostle, 
although second, or even third in rank, to wit, our most gra- 
cious Andrew the German, whom He always wished to preside 
over them as their patron, instead of St. Peter. But your fore- 
fathers and most holy predecessors, thinking anxiously that that 
kingdoin, (of Germany, to wit), belonged by special right to St. 
Peter, sauctioned the same by many favors, and innumerable 
privileges. Wherefore our nation had thus far, led a quiet and 
peaceable life, under their protection, till that great prince, Ed 
ward, king of the English, and father of him, who is hostilely, 
(and yet under the appearance of a friend and an ally), infest- 
ing our (peaceful) bulwark, kingdom and people, conscious of 
neither guile nor mischief, and unaccustomed to wars and in- 
sults, (at least, at thattime). Edward (whom we have men- 
tioned above) committed damages, carnage and wrongs, plun. 
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der and incendiarism, has incarcerated the prelates, burned the 
religious monasteries, spoiling them as he laid them in ruins; 
and having committed other enormous grievances, and among 
the rest, has among the common people, spared neither age nor 
sex, religion nor rank. No pen is capable of writing; nor is the 
understanding capable of comprehending; neither can expe- 
rience teach (to the full amount), the mnuumerable evils in 
which he delights; but yet we are delivered by our most Valiant 
prince, king and lord, Robert, who, after he was cured, and 
healed of his wounds, has, like another Maccabaus or Joshua, 
freed his people from the hands of his enemies, and has suffer- 
ed laburs, toils, and troubles and dangers even bordering to 
death. He has also a benign disposition, and is obedient to the 
laws and customs, which we will sustain even to death. The 
succession of the law, and the debt which we were all due, 
made us assent and agree that he should be our chief and King, 
as being the person through whom safety accrues to the people, 
and who ts the defender of our liberty, alike by his kindness 
and by dint of force, and to whom we wish to adbere in every 
thing. and desist from undertakings with the Euglish king and 
subjects, who, forsooth, wish that we and our kingdom be sub- 
ject to them, and that we should instantly dethrone our king, 
as the subversor alike of their and our rights, and that we 
should choose another who is capable of our defence; but we 
declare that, as long as a hundred Scotsmen can be any where 
found to stand together, the Engiish will never be our masters 
—for we do not fight for riches, glory nor honor, but only for 
that liberty which no man loses except it be accompanied by 
his life. Hence it is, oh reverend father and lord! that we en- 
treat your holiness, with all manner of supplication, instance 
and bending of hearts and knees, and that we have thus far re- 
cited the vicissitudes of our nation, whose sojourning aimong 
the nations of the earth have neither been a grievance upon 
grievance, nor an honor. Jews and Greeks, Scoteh or English, 
who look with a father’s eye at the troubles and trials brought 
upon us and the church of God by the English, will see that the 
English king ought to be sufficed with what he possesses, and 
will look back tu the time when England was wont to be pleas- 
ed with seven kings to warn and rebuke those who required it. 
But there now remains nothing for us Scotsmen, living as we 
do in exiled Seotland, beyond which there is no habitation, 
there is nothing but for Edward to depart in peace, seeing that 
we desire it—for it concerns bim with respect to you, to grant, 
and it ts our desire effectually to procure, the peace of the 
state, whatever way we can. O holy father! we beg you to 
grant this—you who lookest at ihe cruelty of Pagans, with the 
existing faults of Christians, and the servitude of Christians, 
not lessening the memory of your holiness, though your empire 
is bounded by the Indies. If any thing be wanting (to show 
your holiness the true character of the English) behold the ig- 
nominy and reproach under which the church labors in these, 
your times; this should therefore act as an incentive to arouse 
some Christian chiefs, who make no pretext and assign no rea- 
son (such as that they are at war with their neighbors) why 
they should not frame themselves into a body for the protection 
of the holy land; but the real cause of this pretence is, that they 
think it requires less exertion to carry on war with their less 
powerful neighbors. But if the English king leave us in peace, 
we also will go and die in the holy land, if such be the will of 
our lord and sovereign. But the English king knows enough 
not to be ignorant, that we hereby show and declare to the vi- 
ear of Clirist, and to the whole Christian world, that if your ho- 
liness do not deal justly between them and us, confusion will 
inevitably take place—the destruction of our bodies—the exit 
of our souls—and the other inconvenient consequences which 
will follow, and which we believe they have imputed to us, and 
which we have done to them. From what we are and will be, 
as well from the obedience with which we, as your children, 
keep our tenets, as from the good feeling which exists between 
us and you, our head and judge, we trust our cause will be 
looked after, thinking and hoping firmly that you will deal 
rightly with us, and will reduce our enemies to nothing, and 
will preserve the safety of your holiness, who hast been this 
good while the head of this holy church. This was dated at 
the monastery of Abirbrothoe, in Scotland, 6th April, 1320, and 


in the 15th year of our kingdom, under our king above men- 
tioned. 
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STATISTICS OF TENNESSEE. 
Population— Whites ........6 sccccecccscesecece seveseddas?44 


PIEn.e cccccee ctceeecs coccees stecccdceseeenee 
Free colored persOns........ccesecceveees 4000 
OH 6 0006066000000 600 ee Oe eee eee eeee 681,902 
Territory—Square miles........cccccccacccceccceees 45,000 
Exports—Cotion, 150,000 bales. ........ 60.0000 00+ «46,000,000 


Corn and live stock.........ccccceececcee 1,020,000 


i asced¢ueceddeseSicbcoces cccece o1eiene: “ee 
Tobacco, 4,000 hogsheads...........+..+++ 120,000 
Articles not enumerated ..............+++. 200,000 


Total eereceee PP eee eee OTTTTIT TTT ee eg 


Expenditures—Average €xpenses......ceseseeceeces 71,243 
Revenue—Actual revenue......cscccccvcccceccceses 93.338 

Legal amount of revenue............ee.+. 192,542 
Public debt—Bonda to the Union bank.............. 500,000 





Real estate—17,000,000 acres........e.eeseeeee++++ 102,000,000 
Public lands—Indian territory........6+.eeeeseeeee 500,000 
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GEORGIA. 
Treasury department, Ga. Milledgeville, 3d Nov. 1834. 
To the hon. the speaker and members of the house of representc- 
tives of the state of Georgia: 

I have the honor herewith to transmit to the honorable the 
house of representatives of the state of Georgia, a statement of 
the receipts and disbursements at the treasury, during the poli- 
tical year 1834, viz: from the first day of November, 1833, to the 
31st day of October, 1834, both days inclusive, which is respect- 
fully submitted. T. HAYNES, treasurer. 
An abstract of the treasury of the state of Georgia, on the 31st 

day of October, 1834, inclusive. 
DR. 


For amounts paid into the treasury, between the Ist of No- 
vember, 1833, and the Jlst of October, 1834, inclusive, and car- 
ried to the credit of the alorementioned accounts: 





General tax OF 1B10....... 0 cece ceeeeceneees so0ecee $40 41 
Do. Me destcescce Oued cocweset ceccsne ° 60 00 

Do. DEOL e bn 60060606.00.4666066 00060008 211 07 

Do. bhas>ektdcen kee bdvbh 00d sesareed 49,422 84 

Do. it hrihieh h6boh06006000000660060% ° 630 00 

Do. under resolution December, 1633 1,000 00 
State stOCK...ceeeeceevees eeeeees 066600 0004000005 100,798 07 
Dividend on bank stock..... ee Se ee ne 838,900 00 
Tax on bank stock ..... PTeTiTT 86 ¢beenceedaveces 4,660 26 | 
Sale of fots fraudulently drawn ........ TITETTTT TE 1,606 40 
Reverted fractions and islands........ ccc e ce cee ees 46 25} 
Do. lots Ist dist. Muscogee ........ 00005 cece 76 54 
i rs cn sos (aksse6e ob eses 110 8v 
Do. Macon lots and reserves......... se6eees . 385 20 
See, «POE BOE oc ccc ns cosecced cvccccce 154 U1 
Wate OE nd Rbae te Keds hes 65000606 coccccee ceees 1,425 37 
Funds for fees on head right grants ........ 0.60665 584 50 
Do. GE MMO 60 000006 00000cds cbb0eses 144 vv 
Do. DT ¢nacedeyctheeeesaceene e 157 Sv 
Do. Macon tots and reserves..........6. 238 50 
Do. fractions, lotteries of 1822 and 182% 203 75 
Do. fractions, G0. 1687... .cccsccesesce ose 504 00 
Do. 6 060 666.06000600 000008 950 00 
Do. SN UE Pn vn 0s0e 000s6eas venues 840 00 
Do. PE OU BED oc cece cencecsacesesoes 8,296 00 
Do. WOES COCISTY ISTE ccccccce nese ccccecs 9,505 OU 
Do. Cherokee land lottery, 1532......... 9,238 00 
Do. rT  cksesenccsees: ctcceses 7280 00 
Do. Cherokee land fractions ............ 90 00 
Do. lots fraudulently drawn .......ee00 80 00 
Do. Se SU os cose cec beebeees COees 67 50 
Do. Melntosh reserves ......0.ccceceees 18 09 
Do. kk Pere erree: 4 00 
Do. first district, Muscogee .........66. ° 36 00 
Do. reverted lots in BW. and W........ 6,630 00 


$288,493 97 
Of the above amount, there was received by John 
Williams, late treasurer, from the Ist to the 23d 
of November, 1833, inclusive ........ coccscese $42,988 91 


$245,505 06 





CR. 

By amount of president’s and speaker’s warrants, and gover- 
nor’s warrants drawn and chargeable to the following ac- 
counts, taken at the treasury between the 3lst of October, 
1833, and the lst November, 1834, inclusive, viz: 


Contingent fund of 1833 .......... cccccccccccceces Q3,06l 
Military fund of 1827 .............. rer TTTTTT Tire 528 00 
Civil establishment of 1833 .......... deetoee Seceee 10,831 25 
Special appropriations of 1833 ............0e00 00 ° 583 50 
ee GY EP & ob. 00 006006 06 cece vocnee obsee 852 61 
Poor school fund............ wieseees sésertccsoecee TO @ 
Appropriation county academies............ 6.0.66 18,710 27 
Road and river fund of 1833. .........002 eeeeceeees 4,700 00 
Appropriation for the penitentiary........... osedte 7,500 00 
Special appropriations of 1834. ............606- wees 41,936 31 
BE ET and de SE dc00 6500 cccdeedeces iTy. 504 75 
CE SEE OU BUD cococe cccccscocsceeessece . 11,158 86 
PUR CNN GE GONE 65.0665 secces cccccee osewe ceoces 13,779 08 
Civil establishment of 1834 ........ccccceccccseces 95.951 62 
Road and river fund of 1834. .........000 ceeese cece 3.899 00 
Appropriation for improving the state house, 1834 7,540 00 
Special appropriation of 1821 ............ cee eeees 1,000 Ov 
Redemption of the public debt ............ 0000008 3 65 


Expenses of the members and officers of the legis- 
lature in November and December, 1833........ 67,752 00 


$238,889 31 





Of the above amount, there was paid out by John 
Williams, late treasurer, from the lst to the 23d 
of November, 1833, inclusive, the sum of...... 14,985 57 


Treasury department, Ga. Milledgeville, 3d Nov. 1834. 

To the honorable the speaker and members of the house of repre- 
sentatives of the state of Georgia: 
Accompanying my annual reports of the receipts and dis- 
bursements at the treasury for the political year 1834, I deem it 
proper to remark, that of the fund for the pay of the members 





main a small balance, after all the claims known to this depart- 
ment are settled, several of which have not yet been presented 
for payment. Sosoon as all the disbursements from this fund 
are made, and the exact amount of what remains ascertained, 
it will be carried to the account of unexpended balances, and 
charged accordingly upon the books of this department. An 
exhibit of the state of this fund will be laid before the commit- 
tee on finance. I lave the honor to be, very respectfully, 
T. HAYNES, treasurer. 
RD Bee 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
From the Harrisburgh Chronicle. 

Summary statement of the receipts and expenditures of Penn- 

sylvania, from November 1, 1833, t0 October 31, 1834, both 

days inglusive, extracted from the report of the auditor general, 











Receipts. 

Lands and land office fees,...........0.- «+++ $33,707 92 
Auction commissions,......... seedaxes onareanie 12,300 00 
SD Mn nden000on0ecess cetkneeseun ooee 65,416 71 
Dividends on bank stock,.......... apeeeaneae 127,531 00 

Dividends on bridge, navigation and turnpike 
See @- eee cncecoaceces TeeETTTT 24,978 67 
Tax on bank dividends,..... ae coongess eccenee 74,148 12 
Tax on coal company dividends,...........+. 0° 1,437 60 
aos on Ct ee eae s asakest 11,216 30 
ee ere rrer ° 24,203 34 
Fees, secretary of state’s office,..........0.06 665 70 
, | RAGE eae Dae . 53,223 57 
Duties on dealers in foreign merchandise..... ‘ 65,632 17 
TE acne teh cében chs baad aconsdedecsne : 192 54 
Collateral inheritance tax,....... aseacenes ones 17,187 46 
PRIUS HRW ns ccs cvcccctec cdecces , coeeeeuls es 115 63 
Militia and exempt fines,............ cee eens ° 1,160 70 
Tin and clock pediers’ licenses,...... 2 in ee 2,122 76 
Hawkers’ and pedilers’ licenses,............ ees 3,273 56 
Increase of county rates and levies,.........6+6 190,910 73 
Tax on personal property,........cceceeeseseee 27,508 32 
ti idetecnekh Wicnce caceec obthudent aneae 929 61 
Canal and rail road tolle,.... 2... cece cccs veces 309,789 15 
Dict s5bhb nd Shs da odes cokadotcerenednne e+ 3,929,354 44 
PUNIMGED CH BNRR Rance cccivcccccccccscosecnees 155,273 39 
Premiums on bank Charters.........0.e cece eee 42,506 17 

Retunded by the commussioners of the internal 
POO WUNCIE FM Macccccdvcccccscccescceoces se 100.000 00 
Old debts and miscellaneous,........ eesenece we 1,902 49 
4,876,748 65 
Balance in the treasury on Ist November, 1833, 367,423 30 
5,244,171 35 

Expenditures. 
Internal improvements,.........cceeeeeee0e - «+ 3,679,095 39 
ELEPSUNCES Of BOVETRMCML,. 0. ccccccccccccecccece 227,187 46 
ER rr o Bere 21.075 87 
Pemsieds GRE Qrhtwities, .....cccccvcceneccscnce 25,613 78 
PR cc i60ssno shes sencivecespncebedues 40,590 43 
ok) PEP Perrrrrir rier ere 5,000 00 
Interest ON 1OANS,.. 2... cccccccccses TTT TT TT Te 103,925 00 
Pennsylvania claimants,.... 0.00. ccccccccccces 2,144 90 
Internal improvement fand,........seeee eee eees 919,060 84 
Penitentiary near Philadelphia,...... ecsvece ose 84,622 91 
Penitentiary near Pittsburgh,......-..6 cece ees 64,111 75 
Conveying CONVICIS, ...000.s ceccccccccccces ove 1,686 57 
Conveying fugitives,.......ccseccceeeeececeee ee 773 03 
Defence Of the state,...c.. cece cccesecccees cece 40 00 
Miscellaneous, .....0 cccececcscccccssecs oeeccee 15,151 22 
5,190,079 15 
Balance in the treasury on Ist November, 1834, 5,492 20 
$5,244,171 35 
—— 8 © Oto 


THE FRIENDS AND THE INDIANS. 

The Dayton (Ohio) Journal,in copying the annexed report of 
the Indian committee of the yearly meeting of the society of 
Friends, held in Richmond, Indiana, in October last says— 
“The exertions of this class of Christians to civilize the ehil- 
dren of the forest, have always been attended with great bene- 
fitto the objects of their philanthropy. No sect has so much 
influence over the Indians among whom they are located as the 
Friends. There seems to have been a sort of hereditary confi- 
dence and esteem for them handed down from generation to 
generation, since the days of Wm. Penn. We hope they may 
be enabled to carry their benevolent intentions towards the 
Shawnees into effect. 

Report of the Indian committee, 
To the yearly meeting now sitting: 

Shortly after last yearly meeting, we received a communica- 
tion from the chiefs of the Shawnee Indians, informing us that 
they were in a suffering condition, for want of necessary provi- 
sions. A meeting of the committee was called immediately, 
and measures entered into, in order to afford them some relief; 
a committee was appointed to receive and forward such arti- 
cles of provisions as Friends, in their different neighborhoods, 
might be willing to contribute, and from the liberality of 
Friends on that occasion, there were collected about three 





and officers of the convention held in May, 1833, there will re- 





thousand pounds of bacon, and eleven and a half barrels of 
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flour, which was shipped from Cincinnati, to the care of Rich- 
ard W. Cummins, Indian agent, residing near them, for bis at 
tention in distributing to their necessities; he having informed 
us that he would attend to it. The freight of said provisions 
amounted to near one hundred dollars, and the greater part of 
this was freely contributed. 

The comwittee last year united in a plan of operations which 
we propose to be governed by in future. It was offered for the 
approbation of the committees of Obio and Baltimore yearly 
mecting, but we have not as yet received any official reply. 

The pian united in, is as follows, viz: We are willing to pro- 
pose as a plan for the proceedings of the committees in future, 
that the concern of the civilization of the Shawnee Indians, 
who have heretofore been under our care, and who have re- 
moved, and are now living on the Arkansas river, be carried on 
by the three yearly meetings. of Baltimore, Ohio and Indiana, 
and that the active part of the business devolve on the comumit- 
tees of Ohio and Indiana jointly. 

That there be a suitable family placed among the Indians, as 
superintendent, and a school kept up regularly with at least 
twenty-five scholars, who are to be taught the use of letters, 
and the domestic arts. ‘hat the children of such Friends as 
may reside among the Indians, may be permitted to attend the 
school, which will doubtless be the further advancement of the 
Indian children in a knowledgé of our language, and that allow- 
ance be made by the Friends, for the schooling of such chil 
dren; and that it be the duty of the superintendent to give such 
counsel and direction, at all times to the Indians, as in his opi- 
nion may be beneficial to them, in their agricultural pursuits, 
&c. that the care and management of the school be confided to 
them with the assistance of a man Friend, a mechanic to be 
employed for that and other purposes, as the superintendent 
may think best. 

That there be buildings erected suitable for such an establish- 
ment on the Indian land, if approved by them, and as soon as 
practicable, to put a sufficient quantity of ground under culti- 
vation, in order that the children may be employed a part of 
their time working on the farm, and that a woman Friend be 
employed to assist in the family. 

8 we are well aware that a knowledge of the principles of 
the Christian religion is necessary, and that it is almost useless 
to attempt such a work as that of civilization of the Indians 
without such a thing being introduced among them, and in 
order to bring this into effect, we propose if consistent with the 
views of government, that inasmuch as a sub-agent and black- 
smith are to be employed and paid by the government, that 
suitable Friends, with families, be recommended by the com- 
mittees to the secretary of war, and if approved of by him, ap- 
—s to such stations, that thus there might be a number of 

riends sufficient to hold a religious meeting; and that the In 
dians have an opportunity to attend and sit with Friends, which 
we apprehend would not only be beneficial to the Indians 
themselves, but a strength to our members, whose lot it may be 
thus to be separated from the society of their friends, with such 
an important charge and responsibility resting upon them. 

We are willing further to propose, that all communications, 
in case of emergency, either to the Indians or to government, 
be made by the committee having the immediate charge of the 
concern; and that the funds designed for carrying on the con 
cern be lodged with the treasurer of the committee of Indiana 
yearly meeting. 

= B® Cte 
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 
Navy department, November 29, 1834. 


; To the president of the United States: 


Sir: In laying before you, at this time, asuccinct view of the 
condition of our navy, and its operations, during the past year, 
it affords me great pleasure to state that its gradual increase 
and improvement are such as might have been anticipated from 
the ainple means for that purpose which have been afforded by 
the liberal policy of congress. 

All the services required of our naval ferce have been prompt- 
ly performed. Our commerce has been protected in the remote 
as well as the neighboring seas; our national character has 
been sustained at home and abroad; while a large portion of our 
naval officers, seamen, and marines, have been kept in active 
service, under a strict discipline, calculated to fit them for all 
the duties which may be required of them, whether in defend- 
ing Our property on the ocean from pirates or open enemies, our 
shores from hostile aggression, or our flag from insult. 

An inspection of our navy vards, at Portsmouth, Boston, New 
York, Philadelphia, Washington, and Norfolk, made in August 
and September last, in company with the commissioners of the 
navy board, has afforded me the most satisfactory evidence of 
our means, in a short time, of increasing our navy to any 
extent the exigencies of our country may require. 

The officers in charge of those stations perform their duties 
with great ability and zeal; the building and repairing of our 
ships are conducted with despatch and economy; and the am- 
ple materials on hand for naval purposes are preserved with 
the greatest care, and by all the means which science and expe- 
rience can suggest to prevent decay. 

Our naval ferce consists of six ships of the line, and seven 
frigates, now building, for the completion of which, additional 
appropriations, to the amount of @1,527,640, will be required; of 
five ships of the line, two frigates, and six sloops of war in or- 
dinary, requiring repairs which will cost $1,362,000, in addition 
to the materials on hand for that purpose; and of one ship 
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of the line, four frigates, eight sloops of war, and six schooners, 
in commission; in all, twelve ships of the line, thirteen frigates, 
fourteen sloops of war, and six schooners. Besides which, tie 
frames Of ships procured, or under contract, for the gradual in- 
crease of the navy, and other materials on hand or under con- 
tract for that purpose, will afford the means of bringing into the 
service, aS svon as it can probably be required, an additional 
force of five ships of the line, eleven frigates, seven sloops 
of war, and two schooners, the building of which may be imme- 
diately commenced on launching our vessels now upon the 
stocks. 

Our vessels in commission during the past year have been 
employed, as heretofore, in protecting our commerce in the 
Mediterranean, in the West Indies, on the coast of Brazil, and 
in the Pacifie ocean. 

The ship of the line Delaware, the frigates United States and 
Constellation, the sloop of war John Adama, and the schooner 
Shark, have been thus employed in the Mediterranean; and the 
frigate Potomac, after her return from the Pacific and Indian 
oceans, was repaired, and sailed on the 20th of last month, to 
join the Mediterranean squadron, from which the frigate Con- 
stellation had been ordered to return. ‘This frigate arrived 
at Norfolk on the 20th instant. The sloop of war John Adams 
returned to the United States in February, from the Mediterra- 
nean, and sailed again for that station in August last, after 
receiving necessary repairs. 

On the West India station, the sloops of war Vandalia, 
St. Louis, and Falmouth, and the schooners Grampus and Ex- 
periment, have been employed. The St. Louis returned to 
Norfolk in July last, where she has been repaired, and from 
whence she sailed on the 14th instant, to resume ber station in 
the West Indies. The Vandalia returned in August last to 
Norfolk, where she is undergoing considerable repairs, which, 
it is believed, will be completed early next month, when she 
will return to the West India squadron. 

The sloops of war Natchez, Ontario, Erie, Lexington, and 
Peacock, and the schooners Enterprize and Boxer, composed 
our squadron on the coast of Brazil. The Erie did not sail for 
this station until August last. The Lexington returned to the 
United States in April, and the Peacock in May last. The 
Enterprize returned in April, and sailed again for the Brazilian 
station in July last, in which month the Boxer returned to the 
United States, and, after being repaired, sailed for the Pacific. 
The Peacock is now undergoing considerable repairs, and is 
expected to be ready for sea early in February next. 


For our station in the Pacific, the frigate Brandywine sailed 
on the 2d of June last, to co-operate with the sloops of 
war Fairfield and Vincennes, and the schooner Dolphin, and 
with the Boxer, now on her way to that station, from which 
the Falmouth returned on the Ist of February, and, after 
having been repaired, sailed for the West India station in 
March last. 

Our naval force, consisting of commissioned and warrant 
officers, petty officers, seamen, ordinary seamen, Jandsmen 
and boys, amounts to 6,072, and our marine corps, under 
its new organization, will consist of commissioned officers, 
non-commissioned officers, musicians and privates, to the 
number of 1,283, making a total of 7,355. 

The dry docks at Boston and Norfolk have fully answered 
the most sanguine expectations that were formed of their use- 
fulness. They are now deemed indispensable to a speedy and 
economical repair of our larger vessels. But the two already 
finished are not sufficient for the purposes of our navy. An 
additional dry dock, at some intermediate point between Bos- 
ton and Norfolk, would greatly promote the purposes for 
which our navy is established and maintained. As a site for 
such additional dry dock, the harbor of New York presents 
greater advantages than are to be found in any other situation, 
among which may be enumerated the great commerce of 
the place, the facilities which the city of New York affords for 
recruiting seamen, and for procuring all materials, as well as 
for employing skilful mechanics and laborers necessary for re- 
pairing vessels. 

The experience acquired in making the two dry docks 
already finished, cannot fail to be of great advantage in the con- 
struction of a third. 

| would respectfully repeat a reeommendation of my prede- 
cessor, that authority be given Lo construct two or three steam 
batteries, as the means of testing the application of steam to 
the purposes of national defence. 

It can hardly be doubted that the power of steam is soon to 
produce as great a revolution in the defence of rivers, bays, 
coasts and harbors, as it has already done in the commerce, in- 
tercourse and business of all classes of men, in Europe as well 
as America. This subject has already attracted the attention 
of the maritime powers of Europe: and our honor as well as 
safety requires that no nation whose fleets may come in con- 
flict with ours, should be in advance of us in the science and 
application of this power, upon which the success of our future 
wars with them may depend. 

Should the power of steam, as a means of defence, produce 
all the effects that may be justly anticipated, it will diminish, 
in some instances, the necessity of permanent fortifications on 
our coasts, by substituting those which may be moved from 
place to place as they may be wanted, and in our own waters 
hecome the formidable engines of attack as well as defence. 
The heavy and cumbrous steam vessels and batteries, with 
their necessary apparatus and supplies, which may be brought 
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into action with the most powerful effect by a nation near its 
own shores and harbors, cannot be transported over distant 
seas and oceans for the purpose of attacking its enemies. 
Should, therefore, the application of steam become a part of 
the system of maritime war, it is a consolation to reflect that it 
will greatly diminish the frequency as well as horrors of such 
war, inasmuch as it will hold out much greater advartages to 
the defending than to the attacking party, and take from the 
aggressor, in a great degree, his hope of success, and, of course, 
his motive for action. 

I can add nothing te what has been frequently urged in favor 
of a peace establishment for our navy; but must be permitted to 
state. what has often before been stated, that the compensation 
of the commanders of our ships on foreign stations is altogether 
inadequate to an honorable discharge of their duties. They are 
compelled to incur expenses beyond the amount of their pay 
and rations, or decline to receive and return civilities uniformly 
afforded to them on such stations, and upon which our friendly 
relations with foreign nations may, in some degree, depend. 

The course pursued by our officers, under such circumstan- 
ces, has been such as national as well as professional pride has 
dictated, and, of course, they frequently return from their tours 
of service deeply in debt; one evil consequence of which is, 
that it adds to the inducements of our officers, to prefer service 
on our home stations to service at sea; whereas, the pecuniary 
consideration should always be in favor of the sea service. 

Much inconvenience frequently arises from a want of power 
to make transfers of materials purchased for the navy, under 
certain appropriations, to the purposes of other appropriations, 
under which they are more immediately wanted. A power to 
make such transfers, guarded by limitations, similar to those 
imposed upon the power of making transfers of money from 
certain appropriations to others, would save much time and ex- 
pense in the building and repairing of our ships. 

Under the actof the 30th June last, for the better organization 
of the United States marine corps, the appointments of officers 
authorised by the same have been made, and the additional 
number of privates required will be recruited with all conve- 
nient despatch. 

So much of the military regulations, for the discipline of the 
marine corps, as Were in force at the passage of the act, and 
not inconsistent With the same, will continue in force until su- 
perseded by regulations which shall be prescribed in conformity 
with the provisions of the eighth section of that act. 

It is believed that the discipline and harmony of the officers 
and men of the navy proper, and of the marine corps, will be 
promoted by placing the marine barracks without the bounds of 
the different navy yards with which they may be connected. 
This arrangement would create but little additional expense to 
the government. The marine barracks at Portsmouth, should 
it be thought proper to retain them as such, are ata sufficient 
distance, and might be easily separated from that part of the 
navy yard in which ships are built and repaired, and in which 
are placed the workshops and stores of that station. 

The marine barracks at Boston are within the bounds of the 
navy yard, but so decayed and dilapidated as not to be worth 
repairing, and they occupy a space designated for another pur- 
pose in the yard. A situation for barracks, sufficiently near 
the yard, it is said, can be procured upon reasonable terms. 

The marine barracks at the navy yard at New York were 
condemned in 1826, as unworthy of repair. The officers at- 
tached to this station have been allowed house reut in lieu of 
quarters. An appropriation of $30,000 has been made for the 
erection of marine barracks at that station, and $6,000 for the 
purchase of a site for the same; but, as yet, the site has not 
been purchased nor selecied. 

At Philadelphia, the barracks are within the navy yard; but 
anfit for use as such. It will be necessary to construct new 
barracks at that station. 

At Washington, the barracks are not within the bounds of 
the navy yard. 

At Norfolk, the barracks are within the bounds of the navy 
yard, but inadequate to the accommodation of the force requir- 
ed there. Besides, they are much out of repair; and the com- 
manding officer has been, necessarily, allowed house rent in 
lieu of quarters. 

At Pensacola, no permanent marine barracks have been pre- 
pared. The officers have been allowed house rent, and the 
men have occupied temporary buildings. It is proper here to 
observe, that the plans of the navy yards, prepared and approv- 
ed under the act forthe gradual improvement of the navy, 
make no provision for barracks within the navy yards, except 
at Portsmouth. 

Under the first section of the act concerning naval pensions 
aml the navy pension fund, passed the 30th June last, fourteen 
pensions to widows have been renewed, and thirty seven origi 
nal pensions have been granted, in pursuance of the provisions 
of thataet. These constitute a heavy charge upon that fund; 
and require for their payment, annually, the suin of $16,062. 


Under the second section of that act, the sum of 8141,303 80 
las been reimbursed to the fund for the cost of the stock or the 
bank of Columbia, heretofore purchased by the commissioners 
of the fund, with interest thereon, from the period at which 
said bank ceased to pay interest, to the time of reimbursement. 
$141,300 of the amount have been vested in the stock of the 
bank of the United States, as authorised by the act of congress 
of the 10th of July, 1832. The state of this fund will appear by 
documents annexed, marked M, M 1 and M 2. 





The number of invalid pensioners is two hundred and eighty- 
seven. Should all of them claim, which is improbable, the 
amount required for their annual payment will be $23,321. 

The number of widow pensioners including those under the 
act of the 30th of June last, is one hundred and nine; and the 
amount required for their annual payment, is $24,023—making 
the annual charge, according to the present pension roll, 
$47 254. 

From the account of stocks, hereunto annexed, marked M, it 
will appear that the income of the fund, arising from those 
stocks, and others to be purchased by excess of money on 
hand, will be about 70,000 dollars perannum. It is believed 
therefore, that the fund will be sufficient for all the ascertained 
claims upon it, under existing laws; and the surplus of next 
year, which may be estimated at from 15,000, to 20,000 dollars, 
will, it is presumed, be enough to meet the ordinary increase of 
pensions for several years. 

Of the privateer pension fund, the act of congress, of the 19th 
June last, revived five years’ pensions to widows of officers, 
seamen, and marines, slain or lost on board of private armed 
vessels. 

In twenty-eight cases brought to the notice of this depart- 
ment under this act, more than five years had elapsed from the 
date when their former pensions expired. They being sustain- 
ed by satisfactory proof, were settled in the office of the fourth 
auditor, and the accounts certified by the second comptroller of 
the treasury. The amount to pay these accounts was 15,480 
dollars. Under the act, twenty-six pensions were renewed; of 
which one expired on the LOth day of October last, and one on 
the 28th instant. One will expire on the 4th of March, four on 
the Ist of February, and nineteen on the ist of January, in the 
year 1835. The payments on these, to the Ist of July last, 
amounted to $11,995 20; and the sum required to complete five 
years’ pension to each, will be $1,320 80. 

In addition to the above, there are thirty-four invalid pen- 
sioners on the roll, and the sum necessary to pay them will be 
3,016 dollars per annum. 

It will be seen in the annexed statement, marked No. 1, that 
the amount in the treasury on the Ist instant, to the eredit of 


the fund, was $1,261 46 
Stock owned by the fund (N) 15,567 05 
Total, $16,828 51 


After paying the claims that have as yet been preferred under 
the act of the 19th of June last, and it is believed that but few 
additional claims under the act can now be brought forward, it 
is estimated that the fund will be sufficient to pay, for four or 
five years, all the invalid pensions now chargeable to it. 


From the statement annexed, marked O, it will appear that 
the amount to the credit of the navy hospital fund, on the Ist 
instant, was $35,559 04. The increase of the fund arising from 
deductions in the settlement of accounts in the fourth auditor’s 
office, will be nearly $16,000 per annum. The expenditures 
for several years will probably not exceed $13,000 per annum. 
This will leave balances not wanted for current expenses. 
The propriety of authorising, by law, the investment of such 
balances in some well secured productive stock, is respectfully 
suggested. 

By the statement hereunto annexed, marked P, it appears 
that, of the appropriations heretofore made for the suppression 
of the slave trade, there remains in the treasury a balance of 
$14,213 91. Itis not believed that any further appropriation 
for this purpose is necessary at this time. 

It will be perceived by the estimates, that nothing is asked on 
account of the contingent expenses of the secretary’s office of 
this department. A proper degree of economy has rendered 
any appropriation for those expenses, for the ensuing year, un- 
necessary. This circumstance affords me an apology for stat- 
ing, that some of the officers connected with this department 
do not receive an adequate compensation for their services. 


The chief clerk of the commissioners of the navy board, and 
the warrant clerk and the clerk keeping the register of corres- 
pondence of this department, perform arduous duties, which re- 
quire talent and experience. Their salaries respectively are 
less than are paid in other departments for services of no great- 
er difficulty and responsibility than theirs; and are inadequate 
to the decent support of themselves and families. 

Au estimate for an increase of $100 to the salary of the first, 
so as Lo make it $1,700 per annum; and of $400 to the latter, so 
as to make them $1,400 to each, is respectfully submitted. 

The salaries of the chief clerks of the commandants of the 
navy vards at Boston, New York, Washington and Norfolk, 
are evidently below what may be considered a fair compensa- 
tion for their services. I theretore solicit a small increase of 
150 dollars to their salaries respectively, so as to make them 
900 dollars each, as stated in the estimates. 

The superintendent of the southwest executive building re- 
ceives at present but 250 dollars, and the two watchmen for the 
same but 300 dollars each per annum. It is respectfully re- 
commended. that an increase of 250 dollars be made to the sa- 
lary of the superintendent, and 200 dollars to the salaries of 
each of the watchmen. 

In the report of my predecessor of the 30th of November last, 
an estimate of the expense of purchasing and maintaining a 
lithographic press, was submitted, as a means of procuring 
charts and blank forms for this department, as well as the 
several navy yards and vessels in commission, as also for the 
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purpose of multiplying copies of drawings connected with the 
survey Of the coast. As,in my opinion, the employment of 
such a press would be a saving of time and money, in the du- 
ties now performed by the cierks and draftsmen in this depart- 
ment, and the branches of service connected with it, I respect. 
fully renew the application for the necessary appropriation for 
this press; and aunex hereto, copies of the letters of the com- 
missioners of the navy board, and of lient. Charles Wilkes, jr. 
heretofore laid before congress, in favor of this application. 
.The charge of the coast survey, now under the superintend 

ence of Mr. Hassler, was, on the Lith day of March last, transfer- 
red from the treasury to the navy department, to which it was 
thought more properly to belong. I have found this arrange- 
ment very onerous, as itimposed upon me new duties, which 
could not be performed without a careful examination of the 
accounts of what had heretofore beeu done on the survey, con- 
tained in a voluminous correspondence between the treasury 
department and the superintendent. This arrangement also 
caused a short interrupuion in the progress of the work; but 
which has, nevertheless, been prosecuted with diligence and 
zeal by those employed in it. 

The report of Mr. Hassler of the 17th of May last, and his 
supplementary report of the Lith of jast month, with the maps, 
dratts, and sketches accompanying the same, herewith trans- 
mitted, show the progress already made in this work under the 
haw of 1832, and its connexion with the progress made in the 
same in the year 1817. 

The situation of the base line on the south side of Long Is- 
land, has been most fortuuately selected; as any error in this 
Jine would be attended with corresponding errors in the whole 
work depending upon the same, the utmost care has been ta- 
ken to have it ineasured with the greatest possible accuracy. 

From what has been done in this survey, we may reasonably 
hope that this important work will advance with all the aid 
Which science, skill and industry can give it, and in a manner 
as honorabic jo the government, under whose auspices i was 
begun, and has been continued, as it will be useful to the pre- 
seit and to future ages. 

The information wanted for accurate and detailed estimates 
of the necessary appropriations, for the continuance of the coast 
survey, cannot easily be obtained until further experience shall 
enable the officers engaged init to introduce more system in 
the detail of duties and expenditures in their work than they 
have heretofore been able to do. 

The sum of thirty thousand dollars was appropriated for this 
purpose the past year, and it ts believed that an equal sum will 
be wanted for the ensuing year, as stated in the estimates. 

Under the act of the 30th of June last, ‘authorising the se- 
cretary of the navy to make experiments for Ue safety of the 
steam engine,’ preparations have been made for testing cer 
tain proposed improvements in steam boilers; but no such ex- 
periments have been exhibited or communicated to this depart- 
ment, that could properly iorm the subject of a report, 

Since the last annual report from this departinent, the legis- 
Jature of Peunsyivania have, by their act of the LOth day of 
April last, ceded to the United States the jurisdiction over the 
territory now in their possession in the county of Philadelphia, 
and occupied forthe purpose of a naval asylum for sick and 
disabled seamen, so long as the same shall be used by the go 
vernment of the United States for that purpose, with a reserva 
tion of the right to lay outa certain street called Sutherland 
Avenue, through the western part of said ceded territory; and 
with a proviso that all process, civil and criminal, of the com 
monwealth of Pennsylvania, shall extend into, and be effeeted 
within such territory. 

The necessary references to papers and documents connect- 
ed with this report, will be found in a schedule hereunto an- 
nexed. 

[ have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient, 
humble servant, MAHLON DICKERSON. 
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY 

ON THE STATE OF THE FINANCES. 
Treasury department, Dec. 2d, 1834. 

The secretary of the treasury respectfully presents the follow- 
ing report, in obedience to the “act supplementary to the act to 
establish the treasury department. ’’ 

He would invite the attention of congress— 

Ist. To the public revenue and expenditures. 

The balance in the treasury on the Ist of January, A. D. 
1832, was $4,502,914 45 
The actual receipts into the treasury during the 


year 1832, from all sources, were 31,855,561 16 





Making the whole amount in the treasury in that 
year 

The actual expenditures during the same year, 
including the public debt, were 

The balance in the treasury on the Ist of Janua- 
ry, A. D. 1833, was therefore, 

In addition to this balance, the receipts during 
the year 1833, were, from all sources, 

Viz: from— 


$36,368,475 61 
34,356,698 06 
2,011,777 55 
33,948,426 25 


Cistoms, $29,032,508 91 
Lands, 3,967,682 55 
Dividends on bank stock, 474,985 00 
Sales of bank stock, 135,300 00 
lucideutal iiems, 337,949 79 
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These made, with the above balance, an aggre- 
gate of 

The expenditures during A. D. 1833, were 

Viz: on the 

Civil list, foreign intercourse, and 
miscellaneous subjects, 

Military service—including fortifi- 
cations, ordnance, Indian af- 
fairs, pensions, arming militia, 
and internal imports, 

Naval service, including gradual 
improvement, 3,901,356 75 

Public debt, 1,543,543 38 

Thus a balance was left in the treasury, on the 
Ist of January, 1834, amounting to 

The receipts into the treasury, ascertained and 
estimated, during A. D. 1834, are computed 
to be 

Of these, the receipts during the first three quar- 
ters are ascertained to have been 

Viz: from 

Customs, 

Lands, 

Dividends on bank stock,..... .. ? 

Sales of bank stocks,........005: 

Incidental iteims,........eeeeeee. 


35,960,203 a9 
24,257,298 49 


$5,716,245 93 


13,096,152 43 


11,702,905 31 


20,624,717 94 
16,324,717 94 


$12.740,872 95 
3,076,475 50 


507,370 19 





$16,324,717 94 

And those, during the fourth quarter, itis expect- 
ed, will be 

Thus, with the balance on the ist of January, 
1834. they form an aggregate of 

The expenditures of the whole year are ascer- 
tained and estimated to be 

Of these, the expenditures during the first three 
quarters, are ascertained to have been 

Viz: on 

Civil list, foreign intercourse and 
miscellaneous, 

Military service, including fortifi- 
cations, &e. 

Naval service, including, &c. 

Duties refunded, 108,546 19 

Public debt, 1,698,626 47 

The expenditures for the fourth quarter, inclad- 
ing 24,462,330 99, on account of the public 
debt, itis supposed, will be about 

Thus leaving on the Ist of January, 1835, an es- 
tinated balance of 

This balance includes what has before been re- 
ported by this departinent as not available, the 
sum of about $1,400,000, but which is now as- 
certamed to be reduced to about the sum of 
$1,150,000; waking the computed available ba- 
lance on the Ist of January, 1835, to be 5,586 ,232 34 
It is estimated, that of former appropropriations, there will 


4,300,000 00 
32,327,623 25 
25,591,390 91 
16,545,342 92 


$3,475,527 08 


8,349,400 06 
2,913,183,12 


9,046,047 99 
6,736,232 34 


remain unexpended at the close of this year, the sum of 


$8,002,925 13, 

Of this amount, it is supposed that only $5,141,964 27 will be 
required to accomplish the objects intended by the current ap- 
propriations—leaving the sum of $999,742 93, applicable after- 
wards under permanent appropriations, and that of $1,523,308 
79,10 be applied in aid of the appropriations for the eusuing 
year, without reappropriation—as will be seen in the estimates 
when submitted, and the balance of $337,909 14, which has 
not been required at all, or seasonably, tor the objects contem- 
plated in ite appropriation, and will, iherefore, be carried to the 
surplus fund. Inthe examination of this result, as to outstand- 
ing appropriations, it should be noticed, that one small amount 
ofunclaimed interest on the public debt, and another of un- 
funded debt, though chargeable on the treasury, are not includ- 
ed. Embracing those and the amount applicable aflerwards to 
permanent appropriations, there would pot be money enough 
in the treasury to pay, at once, every claim outstanding. But, 
excluding them, it will be seen that the effective, unexpended 
funds on the Ist January, 1835, will be $5,586,231 34, to meet 
what will be required for the remaining and unexpended appro- 
priations, being $5,141.964 27; or, in other words, that our 
available means then on hand to discharge all the old and exist- 
ing claima on the treasury, with the exceptions before named, 
will be about $444,268 07 more than their actual amount. 

The next subject deserving consideration is the condition of 

2. The public debt. 

All the four and a half per cents. outstanding at the com- 
mencement of the present year, have been redeemed, except 
the sum of $443 25. Money sufficient to meet the whole ba- 
lance was placed in the United States bank and its branches, 
as commissioners Of loans, in May last, and that portion not 
yet paid to the holders of the debt still remains in these deposi- 
tories: A part of the five per cent. stock, created in March, A. 
D. 1821, amounting to $4,712,060 29, was ali of the 123 millions 
of debt existing in A. D. 1816, and of the subsequent additions 
to it which was left to be redeemed. It did not become paya- 


ble till the Ist of January, 1835; but as there was sufficient mo- 
ney in the treasury for the purpose, aud it having been consi- 
dered beneficial to the public to save, as far as practicable, all 
the accruing interest, early in July last, ageauts were employed 
by this department to purchase, at par, if possible, the whole of 
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the remaining debt. Between that time and the 30th ult. the 
department had succeded in redeeming about $491,258 35 of it, 
and additional purchases are constantly making. In October 
last, the undersigned gave notice that the whole of this debt un- 
redeemed after the first of January next, would cease to bear 
interest, and would be promptly paid, after that date, on appli- 
cation to the commissioners of loans in the several states. Un- 
der authority from the commissiouers of the sinking fund, this 
department has since placed and made arrangements to place, 
seasonably, in those offices, ample funds for the above purpose. 

Thus, before the close of the year, the whole will either be 

aid, or money provided to pay it—and the United States will 
present that happy, and, probably, in modern times, unprece- 
dented spectacle, of a people substantially free from the simall- 
est portion of a public debt. 

Considering these facts, it was deemed proper to charge the | 
whole amount of the remaining debt to the expenditures of the 
present year. Interest on all not paid before the 30th ult. has 
been computed till the Ist of January next, the time being so | 
short; and the account for the payment of the public debt, dur- | 
ing the year, will then stand as follows: 
All the disbursements on uccount of the public debt, during the | 

year 1834, will be, as before shown $6,161,017 46 
Of which there willhave been ap- 

plied the principal 5,994,774 93 
And to interest 196.242 53 

‘The stocks, which will have been redeemed by the applica- 
tion of this sum during the year, are 
Ot the residue of the exchanged 44 percent. stock, issued under 

the act of the 26th of May, 1824 $1,252,625 90 
The residue of the 5 per cent. stock issued under 

the act of the 3d March, 1821 
Certain portions of unfunded debt 
‘Treasury notes 

Making in all the principal before named. 
‘Vhere ts an unfunded debt of about 
Cousisting of claims registered prior to 1798, for 

services and supplies during the revolutionary 

war, of about 27,437 96 
Treasury notes issued during the 

last war 5.975 00 
And Mississippi stock 4.320 09 

Nothing has been paid on any of these during the present 
year, except @88 74. But should the certificates be ever pre- 
sented, which is not very probable as to many of them, the 
means undoubtedly will always exist for their payment at this 
department. 

3. The estimates of the public revenue and expenditures for the 
year 1835, nert require attention, and are as follows: 
The receipts into the treasury trom all sources during the year 

1835, are estimated at $20,000,000 Ou 

Viz: from 








4,712,060 29 | 
38 74 | 
5VU OU 


$37,733 05 








Customs 16,000 000 
Publie lands 3,500,000 
Bank dividends and miscellaneous 

receipts 500,000 


To which add the balance of available funds in 
the treasury on the Ist of January, 1835, esti- 
mated at 5,586 ,232 34 


$25,586,232 34 








And they make together the sum of 

The necessary appropriations for the year 1835, 
including those under new and permanentacts, 
are estimated at $15,660,232 73. But the whole 
expenditures for the service of that year, are 
estimated to require the additional sum of 
$1,523,308 79, which has before been appro- 
priated and mentioned as applicable to the 
wants of 1835, without a reappropriation, mak- 
ing together 

Viz: on x 

Civil, foreign intercourse, and mis- 
cellaneous items 

Mililary services, &c. pensions, 
and the appropriations under the 
act of 7th June, 1832 

Naval service, and gradual im- 
provement 4,672,661 17 

Unclaimed interest on public debt 50,000 00 

To this add, as a contingent expenditure, about 
halfthe amount of the average excess of ap- 
propriations beyond the estimates during the 
last three years 


$17,183,541 52 
2,788,225 85 


9,672,654 50 


2,500,000 00 


$19,683,541 52 





And they make the sum of 
Leaving an available balance in the treasury, at 
the close of the year 1835, or on the Ist of 
January, 1836, estimated at $5.902,690 82 
But should the whole amount of former appropriations, cur- 
rent and permanent, that will be outstanding on the Ist of 
January, 1835, and be needed to complete the services of for 
mer years, amounting in all, as before shown, to the sum of 
$6,141,707 20 be actually called for during the year 1835, there 
would be an apparent deficiency in the treasury on the Ist of 
January, 1836. It usually happens, however, that of the new 
and the old appropriations, a sum of five or six millions re 
mains uncalled for at the commencement of each year; and 
hence no real deficit is then anticipated, nor much, if any, ex- 





cess, aftcr defraying all the expenditures then chargeable to the 
treasury. 

This estimate of receipts is formed on the supposition, that 
the value of imports during the eusuing year, and especially of 
those paying duties, will not differ essentially from the average 
during the last three years. ‘Though our population has, within 
that period, probably increased over one million, yet our roa- 
nufactures and internal trade have probably increased nearly 
in an equal proportion—and this circumstauce, coupled with 
the greater caution and frugality practised during the past year, 
and still continuing, will, it is believed, tend to prevent any 
considerable augmentation in the consumption or importation 
of foreign articles. 


The imports during the year ending September 30th, 1834, 
are estimated in value at $123,093,351—being, compared with 
the preceding year, an increase of $14,101,541. Those during the 
three past years have, on an average, been about $111 038,142. 

The exports, during the same year, are estimated at 97,318,724 
dollars; of which 374,444,429 were in domestic, and $22,874,295 
in foreign products—being compared with the preceding year, 
an increase of $6,655,321; of which $3,802,399 were in articles 
of domestic, and $2,852.922 in those of foreign products. The 
average exports during the la-t three years have been about 
$91,719,690; of which $69,407,976 are the average in articles of 
domestic products, and #22,311,714 in those of foreign. 

It will thus be seen, that the imports of the last year varied in 
aAMOUNnt $12,055,209, fiom the average of the three past years, 
and those paying duties are believed to have varied much less. 





itis, therefore, in Connexion with the reasons before named, 


considered sate to infer, that the imports of the ensuing year 
may not differ materially from that average. Should they not 
so differ, the revenue from customs will probably correspond in 
substance with that of the past year, except so far as it may be 
changed by the whole amount of all the importations when 
compared with the above average. 

Beeause the classes and value of articles paying duty, for 
aught which is known, will probably be similar, and the rate of 
duties on them will not, by existing laws, be essentially altered 
ull the 3ist of December, A. D. 1835. 

The revenue from the sale of public lands, has been estimat- 
ed at half a million more than the amount it was estimated for 
the current year,and one million more than the amount for 
1833. 

This estimate would have been made still larger, had not the 
sales of the Chickasaw lands, which will probably exceed half 
a million of dollars, been pledged by treaty to other purposes, 
and not to the general revesue of the government. 

This large computation is founded on the facts of the pro- 
gressive increase for some time evinced; the sum actually re- 
ceived during the past year; the great quantity of new and 
seleable lands coming into market, the enlarged demand for 
them to satisfy the necessary wants of our growing population, 
and of the emigrants from Europe, and the bigh prices which 
their produce fortunately obtains both at home and abroad. 

The revenue from bank dividends has been estimated at 
somewhat less than heretofore, in consequence of the sales of 
our bank stock uuder the act of July LOth, 1832, for the invest- 
mentof the accruing income of the navy pension and hospital 
funds—having already amounted to $656,600, and on which the 
treasury can now receive no dividends applicable to general 
purposes. It might perhaps be advisable to deducta still fur- 
ther sum to meet any contingency, like that of the present year, 
in which the United States bank, without the consent of this 
department, or the sanction of congress, and without any fore- 
warning of its intention, seized on about $170,041 of the esti- 
mated revenue from this source, and has since withheld it from 
the public treasury. 

Copies of the opinions of the attorney general, and the whole 
correspoudence on this subject between the department and the 
bank, which took place previously to the request for these opi- 
nions, are annexed, for the consideration snd action of con- 
gress. It may be proper to add, that within a few days pasta 
new communication in relation to this transaction, has been 
received from the bank, and when a reply is finished, both will 
be submitted, if desired. 

No foundation appears to have existed in law or equity for the 
great claim of damages. made by the bank on account of the 
protest of what has been called, in common parlance, the bill of 
exchange, drawn on the French government by this depart- 
inent. It is believed that the bill, when protested, ought, by 
our agents abroad, had they acted with due regard towards 
their principal, to have been taken up for the credit of that 
principal, which was the United States, rather than for the cre- 
dit of the bank; or, at the farthest, if similar and conflicting re- 
lations existed between them and the bank, they should have 
pursued the equitable course of taking it up for the credit of 
both the United States and the bank, or the more liberal one of 
giving the preference to the government, which was the draw- 
er; and in either of these events, no room for difficulty, by this 
extraordinary claim, would probably bave been left. But as 
these agents preferred a different course, thereby justly impair- 
ing the further confidence of the government in their discre- 
tion, it would seem that the bank in the next place, having long 
been the general fiscal agent of the government, and the prima- 
ry one in importance, should have returned the bill, and made 
no charge against its principal, the United States, except for the 
actual advances, and the actual costs and expenses it had in- 
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curred in the transaction. The actual advances, by the bank, 
when the bill was originally received, had only been a matter 
of form, and were nothing. The money, in fact, never belong- 
ed to this departinent, except in trust for the merchants, or their 
widows and orphans, who had suffered by French spoliations; 
aad asum exceeding the whole amount of it having been left in 
the bank and its branches, and no part of the money having 
ever been brought into the treasury by warrant, it was imme- 
diately, on notice of the protest, restored in form, and a wil- 
lingness was expressed to make remuneration to the bank for all 
reasonable costs and expenses. But the temptation of an op- 
portunity to obtain more from its principal, by a novel species 
of litigation, through a virtual judicial prosecution for damages, 
against the government of the union, seems to have been too 
strong for resistance; and the bank concluded to depart from 
the above equtitable rule, and by some technical regulation of 
strict law between individuals, to attempt to procure a large 
sum, as mere constructive damages, and by the extraordinary 
mode of seizing On the dividends which has been declared by 
the bank itself to belong to the United States, and of withhold- 
ing them to abide the ordinary contingencies of a lawsuit. 

It seems to have preferred this unprecedented course, rather 
than to pursue the usual inode of a petition addressed to the 
justice of congress, though congress is well known to be the 
customary and only tribunal for adjusting controverted claims 
against the government, when no suit is pending by the United 
States, and the only tribunal which, under the constitution, is 
empowered to appropriate money to discharge any claim what- 
ever. After applying to this department, and being, so long as 
a year ago last June, informed of its inability to admit, or au- 
thority to discharge the damages demanded, it is remarkable 
that the bank should have continued to pay over the accruing 
dividends, and not till after the last session closed, and when 
any deficiency in the current revenue could not be provided 
for, should, without any prior application to congress, have re- 
sorted to this unusual proceeding, and sought to have ite claim 
against the United States, adjudicated by the judiciary, when 
the United States are not amenable to any citizen or corpora- 
tion, high or low, before the judiciary, fur the decision of any 
claim, ualess they have, of their own accord, been pleased to 
resort to that tribunal by a previous action against a debtor; 
and, in which event only, is a set off, under certain limitations, 
authorised to be pleaded as either equitable orlegal. But, here 
the United States had instituted no such action against the 
bank, and had no intention or foundation to institute one; and 
yet, the bank, notin the case provided in the charter, where 
dividends might be withheld, but by an unfaithful act, as an 
agent, and as a public corporation, towards its principal and the 
community, proceeded to seize their dividends in a case entirely 
different, and most questionable in equity as well as law, and 
refused to fulfil the duty imposed by its charter, and by civil and 
moral obligations of paying over those dividends promptly to 
the treasury. In the adoption of this reprehensible course, 
an attempt is made to force the government either to lose 
their dividends entirely, or to pay a controverted claim for 
damages, which, so far as any of its departments or officers 
have examined it, was found and pronounced to be groundless. 
Or consent to letthe United States be arraigned as a debtor, and 
compelled to submit the claim to decision before a branch of 
their own government, to which such claims are not ordinarily 
submitted, and to whose decision it could not be referred in this 
instance, but by the previous commission, on the part of the 
bank, of a deliberate violation of its obligations. The further 
attempt appears to be made in this way, to take from congress 
and the executive the constitutional power, on their high offi- 
cial responsibilities and deep sense of duty, to make or with- 
hold appropriations to discharge all controverted demands 
against the United States, and to enable the judiciary, instead 
ol them, indirectly and unconstitutionally to make these appro- 
priations, in all cases of citizens or corporations, who possess 
doubtful claims, and are unscrupulonse enough to commit, in 
order to prevent theirs adjudication by congress, a deliberate at- 
tack on the property of the United States, or a deliberate se- 
questration of their acknowledged dues. 


For further and more detailed views on this extraordinary 
case, a reference is made to the whole correspondence and 
opinions annexed, without the discussion of any course which 
the power and the wisdom of congress are able to select for 
evincing its opinions on this outrage, whether, by withdrawing 
indulgences from the bank, as to the receipt of its notes for pub. 
lic dues, or by adopting some other measure on the subject, 
which the nature of the transaction, the rights of the United 
States, and the constitutional authority of congress, may be 
thought to justify and demand. 

Believing that a similar seizure was not likely to be repeated 
by the bank in 1835, under the other pretence of satisfying 
claims for damages in consequence of the removal of the depo- 
sites, as set up in its second letter, this department has estima- 
ted the probable revenne the ensuing year from this source, at 
the usual rate of dividends lately made on all our stock in the 
bank, remaining after the sales which have taken place for the 
investment of the navy pension and hospital funds. But should 
congress, on a full examination of the subject, think otherwise, 
it may be provident to supply some other equivalent for this 
portion of the estimated receipts. 

The estimate of revenue from miscellaneous sources, has 
been computed a little below the actual receipts of the current 
year, because the dividends applicable to general purposes, will 
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be on a less amount of bank stock, and the anticipated sales of 
such stock, to meet the further wants of the before-meutioned 
funds, will be much reduced. 

In this explanation of the estimate of the receipts during the 
coming year, it is hoped that satisfactory reasons have been as- 
signed to show its general accuracy. This estimate being one 
and an half millions larger than that of Tast year, it is more likely 
to exceed, than, like that, to fall short of the actual result. That 
estimate proved to be less than the actual receipts, probably 
about $2,000,000, or from customs, about $1,200,000, from lands 
nearly $800,000, and the residue chiefly from larger sales of 
bank stock as before-named, than was anticipated. As the 
first deduction of 10 per cent. from the excess of duties on 
goods imported, and paying over 20 per cent. ad valorem, took 
effect on the 3lst of December last, it was not practicable to fix 
beforehand, with much certainty, the amount of the diminution 
on account ofit from the revenue of the year, as the same value 
of merchandise might not be imported as in any previous year, 
which should be selected for a guide in forming the estimate, 
and the particular kinds of merchandise thus imported, whether 
freeser paying a duty, might greatly fluctuate. ‘To these uncer- 
tainties in the whole value, and in the kinds of goods imported, 
were to be added the circumstances that the system of reduction 
going into Operation was almost entirely new in practice, and 
that the cash duties substituted for credit on some articles, tend- 
ed to render former means of Calculation still more inapplica- 
ble and doubtful. 


It is hoped, that, as the ensuing year is exposed chiefly to on- 
ly one of these sources of uncertainty, which is the whole 
value of dutiable goods imported, the estimate made for the in- 
come from customs will not vary essentially from the amount of 
receipts which time may prove to be correct. 


In relation to the excess of revenue received from lands over 
the estimate made for the year 1834, the amount from that 
source happened to be unprecedented, and as full returns of the 
very large sales in December, 1833, had not then been received, 
it was entirely unexpected. But the actual excess, this year, 
though not so large as in the previous one, coupled with cir- 
cumstances before-named, has induced the department to sub- 
mita larger estimate, under this bead, than bas heretofore been 
made. 


The estimate for the expenditures of the ensuing year have 
been graduated and modified by the following circumstances: 
the actual expenditures for the year 1833, did not differ much 
from the expectations expressed concerning them in the last 
annual report, except that the residue of the 4} per cent. stocks, 
although charged to 1833, was not in fact all reimbursed, or the 
money paid to the commissioners of loans for that purpose, 
Within that year, but only $13,198 of them were redeemed in 
the residue of 1833. Between the lst of January and May, 1834, 
about $497,697 more was redeemed, and afterwards the sum of 
$759,271 was advanced to the commissioners of loans to meet 
the balance which was then outstanding. Partly from this 
cause, therefore, reducing the actual expenditure in the fourth 
quarter of 1833 about a million below the estimate, and partly 
from an increase in the revenue of nearly two millions beyond 
the estimate of that quarter, from causes before enumerated, 
the actual availabie amount in the treasury on the Ist of 
January, 1834, was greater than the estimate, having been 
$10,302,905, instead of the estimated sum of §7,983,790. The 
expenditures, in 1834, on account of the public debt, thus be- 
came increased beyond the estimate about $1,256,968. Another 
source of expenditure, increased during the past year, beyond 
the estimates, was the sum of $75,407 for interest on the public 
debt, which had before been unclaimed, but which has since 
been demanded and discharged, and to meet which, probabiy, 
from adhering to the usage of former years, or from an impres- 
sion that it would remain uncalled for, no money had been spe- 
cifically set aside, nor any charge made to the expected expen- 
diture of the year. Besides these unexpected calls during the 
present year, the appropriations in money, by new acts of con- 
gress, and by former permanent acts, still in force, have been 
computed to be about $21,000,000. These constituted a new 
burthen, in addition to a balance of public debt which remained 
to be paid, amounting to about six millions, and a balance of 
old appropriations liable to be called for, amounting to about 
five millions more. The whole appropriations thus chargeable 
for expenditures to the year, did not vary much from thirty-one 
millions of dollars in money, besides a number of grants of 
land of considerable extent and value, that were voted by con- 
gi@ss. Having presented this explanation of the principal ex- 
penditures which have been charged to the present year, and 
defrayed to the extent required, a basis has been laid for show- 
ing the reasons upon which this departinent has proceeded to 
reduce its estimates for new appropriations for expenditure the 
ensuing year to the extent of about six and a third millions of 
dollars below those of last year. This is about one and a third of 
a million less, independent of the amount then estimated to 
be needed towards the discharge of the public debt. In that 
sum of new appropriations, amounting to about twenty. one 
millions of dollars, there was no permanent charge that has been 
deemed likely to be much lessened for the ensuing year, such 
as the arming of the militia and the gradual improvement of the 
navy. Nor,in the opinion of this department, will the gevwat 
Objects for expenditure, of a character general and somewhat 
fixed, such as these usually connected with civil and foreiga 
purposes, the navy and army, mcluding works classed as in- 
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ternal improvements, Indians and pensions, admit immediately 
of so great diminution in number or amount, as might be desired 
and is hereafter expected, but as large a reduction as practica- 
bie, without injury to the public interests, and a neglect of im. 
portant duties, has been made in the estimated expenditures 
for each of them, being, in all, after allowing asmall! increase in 
some, about one and a third millions of dollars. 

it is anticipated, that, with the valuable improvements of 
late years in steam, and the great advantages in n-ing these im. 
provements for harbor and maritime defence, sume of the forti- 
fications originally contemplated, may hereaiter be wholly dis- 
pensed with, or be built on a different and reduced scale, and 
though itis thought that only about two millions ean, the follow 
ing year, be prudently retrenched from the expenditures con- 
pected with fortifications and harbors, Indians and pensions; 
yet itis manifest, that very soon the amount required for those 
public purposes, must, by the completion of the mort necessary 
defences, by the extinguisiment of most of the titles of the In- 
dians, and the removal of that unfortunate race beyond the Mis 
sissippi, and by the rapid march of death among pensioners, and 
the detection of numerous frauds ainong their professed agents, 
become still more diminished, and as our impost duties will be 
further reduced by the operations of the act of March, 1833, 
the reduction both in revenue and in expenditure, for these 
great objects, will, therefore, bappily and conveniently, for 
a time be likely very near to correspond. A more fixed amount 
jor the ordinary peace establishment of the army, and some 
other expenditures connected with the executive, legislative, 
and judiciary departments, would, like what now exists, with 
greater precision and uniformity in the expenses of the navy, be 
a great desideratum in the permanent adjustment of our re- 
venue system, and would tend, in many important respects, to 
useful retrenchment. The gradual increase required in some 
classes of expenditure, by the gradual increase of our popu- 
lation and wealth, aud of those public establishments which 
fluctuate with them, such as sume parts of the judiciary, 
tie legislative and executive could then be accurately foreseen 
and provided tor; while any extraordinary and unexpected en 
largement in expenses would then excite inquiry, and, unless 
resting On clear and extraordinary causes, would justify oppo 
sition. When so resting they would be met by the public 
cheerfally by means of imcreased taxes and revenue. 


Another important circumstance deserves consideration in 
explanation of the new and contingent item of $2,500,000, now 
first added to the estimates for the ensuing year. It has been 
ascertained by a careful serutiny and comparison, that much of 
the great expenditures of the last four years, besides the pay- 
ment of the debt, have arisen from appropropriations by con- 
gress to a larger amount, under particular heads, than the gene- 
ral estimates for the year, submitted by the treasury, and from 
large appropriations to objects not specially included in any es- 
timates. To illustrate this, an abstract of a table of the gene- 
ral estimates, appropriations and expenditures, during the past 
two years, and of all these, but the expenditures during the past 
three years, has been prepared and is submitted, showing a dif- 
ference between the estimates and appropriations, independent 
of the public debt, in 1832, of between five and six millions, in 
1833 of nearly five millions, and in 1834 of about three millions. 
The largest portion of this great increase, amounting in the two 
first years, from one-quarter to one-third of the whole appro 
priations, it will be seen is under the civil and miscellaneous 
heads, and under items classed with the military establishment, 
such as harbors improved, pensions, &c. For the information 
of the public on a comparison deemed so very important, it is 
proposed to publish the detailed table from which this is com- 
piled, and a similar one hereafter, appended to the annual ex- 
hibit of the receipts and expenditures. Should this practice of 
making appropriations so greatly exceeding the estimates be 
continued by congress, it will not only prevent much reduction, 
particularly under the miscellaneous head, but it will be neces- 
sary to provide for the consequences of it by an augmented re 
venue, proportionate to these demands, or by a larger regular 
surplus in the treasury to meet such unexpected increases of 
appropriations. It must be manifest, that it is not in the power 
of this department to foresee and compute these increases with 
any degree of accuracy, as with the exception of some subse- 
quent estimates, submitted after the annual ones, they depend 
almost wholly, in their inception, on the pleasure and discretion 
of congress; and as they consist chiefly of miscellaneous public 
objects, and private grants, for almost numberless causes, they 
may vary greatly in different years. But it might be unfaith- 
fuluess in the undersigned, towards both congress and the pub- 
lic, since the extent of the influence of this excess on the ex- 
penditures, though always something, has been ascertained to 
be very large during the Jast three years, not to bring it distinct- 
ly to their notice, and not to submit a contingent item in the 
esumates for the purpose of covering it. Whether that which 
the department has now offered, reduced as it is nearly one- 
half from the average of the actual excesses during the three 
past Years, will prove correct or not, and whether the diminish- 
ed estimates under some other heads, will correspond or not, 
with the actaal amount of appropriations that may be made, 
and with our anticipated means to meet them, will depend 
much on the caution and policy congress may deem proper to 
usé in restricting appropriations more nearly within the esti- 
ates presented. On the presumption that they may be more 
restricted than heretofore, only the addition before mentioned 
has, on this account, been made to the whole estimated expen- 
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ditures for the ensuing year. A reduction so much lower than 
the late actual average excesses, is supposed to be justified from 
two leading considerations. One of them is the circumstance, 
that during a short session of congress, which now occurs, 
fewer bills of a miscellaneous character can generally be well 
examined and passed, than during a long session. Another is, 
that as Our revenue dimimishes, it is probable that greater vigi- 
lance will be exercised by all, in the allowance of very ancient 
and almost obsolete private claims, or of claims very doubtful 
in character as to either faets or principles, and in making fur- 
ther appropriations to some objects of public importance, which 
have already received lberal attention, and which, from their 
nature, must be expected to diminish rather than increase their 
demands on the public treasury. Thus, in regard to light houses, 
custom houses, marine hospitals—not to enumerate various ob- 
jects connected with internal improvement and public expen- 
diture, within the District of Columbia—it ts manifest that the 
sums appropriated for some years past, can be safely and judi- 
ciously diminished in several respects, and in others almost en- 
tirely discontinued. If this be done, as it doubtless will be, 
with discrimination and judgment, though some new objects 
will have to be added, aud inereases in some old ones comput- 
ed, yetit is probable that the saving in expense to the public 
will not only be considerable, but at the same time, no object of 
a really commercial character, and of national magnitude, need 
be neglected, ner any power exercised, and treasure expended, 
in these doubtful cases of constitutional right in the general go- 
vernment, which tend to alienate brethren of the same political 
family, and to perpetuate excitements unfavorable to useful 
legislation, and in some degree dangerous to our union. It has 
been further considered, in the estimates and reductions for the 
ensuing year, that our whole expenditure on account of the 
public debt has in one sense censed, either by completing the 
payment of it, or by a deposzite of money with the commi-sioners 
of loans, or a readiness of it in the treasury sufficient to pay all 
which remains, whenever the holders of it choose to receive it, 
But though all the principal and interest necessary for this ob- 
ject will, befure the year closes, have been placed in the bank 
and its branches as commissioner of loans, yet the practice is, 
to require the interest, if not called for seasonably, to be, after a 
certain period, returned to the treasury, and the principal only to 
be retained by the bank, till otherwise directed by the commis- 
sioners of the sinking fund, or by congress. The unclaimed in- 
terest, after having been once paid out of the treasury and re- 
turned, does not at this time exceed $261,938, or the money 
ready there for its discharge, after meeting all the outstanding 
current appropriations. Under this practice, it will be seen that 
its payment must constitute some annual charge on the treasury 
till the whole is actually adjusted, and consequently, $50,000 
for that purpose has been included in the estimated expenditure 
of the ensuing year. This will probably be nearly all the de- 
mands of any kind for the public debt, in any form which will 
then be made on the treasury or the sinking fund. ‘The rest of 
the sinking fund, if net abolished by congress, could hercafter 
be applied fur general purposes. 


In substantial conformity to the proposition made last by this 
departiuent, it would now seem still nore imperative on con- 
gress to provide that the money, whether principal or interest 
drawn from the treasury and placed in the bank and its branches 
as commissioners of loans, and which shall net be called for by 
the public creditors before the close of the ensuing year, should 
be repaid into the treasury and held under notice to creditors to 
receive it there; that the office of commissioner of loans be abo- 
lished, the duties of the commisioners of the sinking fund, and 
the provisions as to the fund itself suspended—and such power 
devolved on this department as may be necessary to a settle- 
meut of that part of the debt which may not then have been de- 
manded: and as the bank charter soon thereafter expires, to 
provide further that the books and other papers connected with 
the public debt should be returned, and deposited here to enable 
the treasury to guard against mistakes and frauds. The whole 
amount unclaimed in possession of the bank on account of the 
public debt has been reduced to $282,333, and though about to te 
augmented by the transfer of a sufficient sum to meet the whole 
residue of the outstanding debt, it will probably not remain 
inuch larger at the close of the ensuing year. 

With a little legislation of this kind, every thing will be done 
by congress which is deemed necessary to close up, it is hoped, 
forever all the once large public debt of these United States. 
By the payment of the whole of it with punctuality and fidelity, 
it is gratifying to reflect that our public credit as a nation has 
been raised to a high standing, and a large stock of confidetee 
acquired from others, which in such fatare exigencies as are 
likely to happen sooner or later, in all countries, will aid us to 
procure ample and seasonable loans without ruinous discounts 
or delays. In pursuing this honorable course, the government 
of the union has not only shown good faith abroad to its foreign 
friends_and allies; those who lent assistance when most need- 
ed; but it has redeemed, whether at home or abroad, the entire 
debt of both the revolution and the late war, paid the pnrehase 
money for Florida and Louisiana, and with a most scrupulous 
sense of moral as well as political obligation, administered in 
various ways to the wants and atoned for many of the losses of 
those, who perilled life and fortune in the struggle for indepen- 
dence, in which our public debt had its sacred origin. It is an 
additional source of gratification, that thie has been effected 
without imposing heavy burthens on the people, or leaving the 
treasury empty, trade languishing and industry paralised; but 
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on the contrary, with almost every great interest of society 
flourishing, with taxes reduced, a surplus of money on hand; 
valuable stocks and extensive lands still owned by the govern 
ment, and with such various otber financial resources at com- 
mand as te give to our county in this respect a very enviable 
superiority. 

When it is considered, that this has been effected by a young 
and at first not very numerous people, within about half a cen- 
tury, and who, during the same period, have provided such 
other and ample means to sustain their useful systems of go- 
vernment, and to build up great and prosperous communities, 
we may well be proud of the illustration our country affords of 
the financial ability of free institutions, aud of the high destinies 
in various respects, not appropriately noticeable on this ocea- 
sion, but which may await our preservation of these institutions 
in their Original vigor, purity and republican simplicity. 

From the views before taken of the probable wants during 
the ensuing year for expenditures, and of the probable receipts 
to meet them, it has been stated, that on the first January, 
1836, it was estimated that there will remain a surplus of avail 
able funds of about $5,900,690. ‘This result has been attained 
by considering the unavailable portion of our funds then and 
now on hand, at the reduced sum of about $1,150,000, instead 
of $1,400,000, as heretofore reported. But it may be desirable 
tv congress to know, that there is a prospect, during the ensu- 
ing year, of collecting some further portion of these funds. This 
will be accomplished, it is anticipated, by the appointment of 
some more active agents—by new compromises—and by more 
rigorous requirements in collections where property exists, so 
as to reduce farther the whole amount froin $50,000 to $100,000, 
and if this hope be realized, the above named available balance 
will to that extent be increased. A minute analysis and exami- 
nation of these unavailable funds have recently been complet- 
ed, and will be submitted in the supplemental report, soon to 
be laid before congress, on the present mode of keeping and 
disbursing the public revenue. But on the other hand, enlarg- 
ed somewhat as this balance may happen to be from any causes, 
it should be remembered that on the 3ist day of December, 
1835, another reduction of 10 per cent. must, by the existing 
laws, be made from a part of the present tariff, and if the sur 
plus in the treasury, by a year from next January, should prove 
to be increased to two millions, it could not, with safety, be 
regarded az tov great for ineeting, with a reduced rate of im 
posts On iimportations, the probable wants of A. D. 1836. At 
all events, such is the uncertainty on that subject at this dis- 
tance of time, that though something unusual in the latter part 
of A. D. 1836 may, in the way of final dividends on our portion 
of the capital of the bank stock, be received; yet it is not now 
possible to foresee the contingencies that may check either the 
present large importations of merchandise or large sales of land, 
and consequently reduce the revenue derived from them, or 
that may require an increase in our army or navy expenditures, 
arising from those unfortunate collisions to which all nations 
are liable, that feel disposed to sustain the faith of treaties, vin- 
dicate their public rights, and protect, efliciently, their com- 
merce and citizens. No further reduction of the tariff, until 
that already provided for at the close of the ensuing year, 
would, therefure, seem to be prudent. 


The reduction or increase of the tariff is now referred to with 
a view to revenue alone, and not with a view to questions so 
much agitated heretofore, of protection, countervailing regula 
tionz, and the proper national policy to be pursued, as to the 
imported luxuries and necessaries of life. On those points, it 
is considered far better for the real manufacturers themselves, 
not engaged in mere speculative investments, as well as for 
commerce, agriculture and the revenue, that a policy should 
be selected, not unjust to either great interest or either great 
section of the union, and when once established, that frequent 
changes should be avoided, and the occasional increase or re- 
duction of revenue, which may sometimes become proper for 
financial a iy should be connected with articles wholly 
detached from the question of protection to manufactures. The 
tariff as to these troublesome points, is regarded as now adjust 
ed, by the act of March, 1833, till the year A. D. 1842. except in 
respect to such new regulations as may be required from time 
to time, for the due enforcement of the spirit of that act, or such 
other changes as new occurrences may satisfy the great mass of 
the community, are rendered proper for earlier modifications, 
without a departure from the spirit of the compromise then in- 
tended among the friends of free trade and of high protection. 

A separate report, on certain subjects relating to the due en 
forcement of the present tariff being in preparation, only one of 
them will now be adverted to. It is the evasion of the present 
duty on silks from beyond the Cape of Good Hope, by their 
being first landed, and occasionally recolored or restamped, in 
Europe, before imported into this country. In this way, and 
by the present discrimination in favor of European silks, the re 
venue loses a very large amount. As some illustration of the 
loss by such discriminations, the recent one in favor of French 
silks alone amounted to over $300,000 a year; and that now in 
favor of French wines amounts to nearly $200,000 more; making 
a loss of over half a million a year on these two articles with 
only one nation. 

But, while on the other points, independent of the spirit of 
the compromise of 1833, legislation may he regarded as still fair- 
ly open, it certainly ought not to be attempted on so delicate 
and diffi 
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of the tariff that may become necessary as a mere question of 
revenue by the actual condition of our receipts and expendi- 
tures. So far from any increase being necessary at present, or 
prospectively, the balance now on hand in the treasury, and the 
accruing revenue under existing laws, will, in the opinion of 
the departinent, prove amply sufficient to answer ail ordinary 
demands, and, united with our Other resources, to answer avy 
unexpected demands of no very extraordinary amount. 

As appears by the documents annexed, the government has 
about $6,343,400 subject to general use, invested in the United 
States bank stock, and the sum of $1,882,500 invested in differ- 
ent canal stocks; and the proceeds of the sales of which, if aa- 
thorised in any unexpected deficieacy, would, in most cases, 
prove amply sufficient, without any resort to an increased ta- 
riff. On the contrary, neither of the available balances estinnat- 
ed to be on band in 1835 or 1836, after deducting what will be 
wanted for outstanding appropriations, can probably exceed a 
million. Should the surplus, without that deduction, prove to 
be about six millions, as estimated, the undersigned respectful- 
ly submits that it will require no legislation, as that amount has 
been about the average usual balance retaincd on hand for ma- 
ny years—a balance that has furnished great facilities in meet- 
ing all claims, even at the remotest points, with punctuality and 
good faith, afforded much stability and elevation to our public 
credit, by providing seasonably the means for a punctilious ful- 
filment of contracts, and yielded so great security against sud- 
den evils of every kind in financial affairs, as to render one of 
near that amount providentand economical; and especially so 
at this moment, when any surplus which may exist, will acerue 
under a permanent compromise of the tariff, that eontains with- 
in itself a provision to reduce still further the duties, and un- 
doubtedly the whole amount of our revenue after the close of 
the coming year. 


It is a source of sincere congratulation, that from the genera! 
prosperity of our commerce, and from the peace, industry and 
abundance which so widely prevail over our fortanate conntry, 
under its admirable institutions, that researches are obliged to 
be directed, rather to the due reduction or disposition of any oe- 
casional surplus that may happen to exist in the treasury, than 
to obtain sufficient for public purposes by taxation and other 
burthens. But under our altered system as to duties, and the 
public debt, it will be prudent to calculate that deficiencies, as 
well as surpluses, may happen oftener than formerly. In the 
opinion of the undersigned, however, neither can be soon anti- 
cipated so as to require immediate legislation. Butshould con- 
gress think differently, no harm could arise from vesting a pow- 
er in the treasury department, in case of an unexpected defi- 
ciency occurring in the revenue from any cause whatever, to 
sell such portion of our public stocks as may be necessary to 
supply the public wants growing out of actual appropriations. 
In a contingency of that kind, against which, in the present 
system of our revenne, and without a large ordinary surplus to 
be applicd as it can be spared or not, for the payment of a pub- 
lic debt, in the manner heretofore practised, it is difficult to 
guard effectually against not only the occurrence of a deficien- 
cy, but its usual evils, a delay, if not great embarrassment and 
injury to public creditors, and a violation of our plighted faith. 
At the same time, it might be expedient to provide, that when- 
ever the collections of the revenue, permanently authorised, 
should prove to be in an excess not immediately needed, or 
useful as a proper surplus in the treasury, that the department 
should either obtain interest for it, of the banks where the larg- 
est mounts are long deposited, or invest it temporarily in some 
safe stocks, till needed, or till the tariff is again changed. This 
would probably secure a due interest on it, while retained, in- 
stead of the present and past nodes of obtaining interest on any 
oceasional surplus, by applying it in discharge of the public 
debt, and which mode, since the payment of the latter, can no 
longer be pursued. 

Should facts occur, which appear to require legislation, suc! 
an arrangement, like a regulator in some large or complicated 
machinery, remedying any occasional irregularities, might ope- 
rate more beneficially as to any considerable excess or deficien- 
cy, than yearly changes of the tariff, made to meet yearly vi- 
brations in our revenue, orto meet yearly reductions or aug- 
mentations in our expenditures. This subject of interest from 
the deposite banks, at some rate, and under some circumstan- 
ces, Was adverted to in a report by a committce in one house of 
congress the last session, and would, at this time, be more fully 
examined in connexion with that report, and the subsequent in- 
timation of the United States bank, of its claim for damages on 
account of the late removal of the deposites, connected, it is ap- 
prehended, with the idea of a profit or interest derived from them, 
were it supposed that either point could, in the present condi- 
tion of things, be considered of any practical importance. But 
the balance of money at present on hand, as before remarked, 
is merely the usual and convenient amount for current fiscal 
operations, and most of it is liable at any moment to be with- 
drawn to meet exisiing appropriations. While the intimation 
of the bank, resting, as it probably must, on an impression that 
the bonus was paid instead of interest on the public deposites, 
is not believed to be supported by the language or spirit of the 
charter, which required the bonus “for the exclusive privileges 
and benefits conferred by this act on the bank,” and which ez- 
clusive favors, whether termed privileges or benefits, consisted 
principally in the sole right of banking for twenty yeare, and for 


eult a subject, unless imperative cases for it shall oc- | which alone, Mr. Madison, in his veto of 1815, and Mr. Dallas, 


eur, whether combined or not with any increase or reduction! in his letter, December 24, 1815, thought “that a bonus should 
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be paid to the government.”? The latter further observed, that, 
“independent of the bonus here proposed to be exacted, there 
are undoubtedly many public advantages to be drawn from the 
establishment of a national bank, but they are generally of an 
incidental kind, and as in the case of the deposites, and distribu- 
tion of the revenue, may be regarded in the light of equivalents, 
not for the monopoly of the charter, but for the reciprocal ad- 
vantages of a fiscal connexion with the government.” . 

If the reasons should ever be presented to this department in 
support of the late intimation of a demand for damages for the 
removal of the deposites, in a case where the bonus was claim- 
ed and paid on the above grounds, and where the right to re- 
move the deposites was expressly reserved in the charter to the 
officer removing them—it will then probably be in season to en- 
ter more fully into this collateral question; or should the ba- 
lance in the possession of the state banks, at any time, become 
much larger than the current demands existing against the trea- 
sury, it will, if congress do not earlier think proper to act on it 
prospectively, nor to authorise any temporary investinent of it, 
be then considered necessary and proper for this department to 
examine in what cases, and under what circumstances, on what 
surpluses, and at what rate, interest could equitably be demand- 
ed, in addition to the useful duties performed by the selected 
banks in behalf of the treasury. On these points, however, it is 
hoped that this department will not be understood as recom- 
mending that taxes should ever be imposed with a view to per- 
mita large surplus, any more than a deficiency, to occur; but 
that, when the former unexpectedly and unintentionally hap 
pens, an income should be realised from it, by interest or an in- 
vestment until, at the end of every few years, a thorough revi- 
sion of the tariff would, in the pursuit of this policy be made, 
and so graduated as, during the next succeeding term, to be 
likely to correct any great irregularities, whether excesses or 
deficiencies, that had happened during the preceding term, and 
to lead to the sale and use of any interest or investments, which, 
in the mean time, had accumulated. 

Those other questions, naturally connected with the present 
deposite banke, and, indeed, with our whole existing system of 
finance, so faras regards the keeping and disbursing of the pub 
lie money, might here be appropriately considered. Yet, with 
out any desire to avoid, but rather from a wisli to submit that 
full and frank discussion of them which thetr acknowledged 
importance and the exciting interest in them demand from the 
fiscal department of the governinent, they will be postponed to 
a separate supplemental report, which will be confined execlu- 
sively to their consideration, and will soon be presented to con- 
gress. 

It appears to the undersigned, that a change in the com 
mencement of the fiscal year, and of the time at which the an- 
nual appropriations begin, would be a great improvement in the 
financial operations of the government. If the year was to 
commence after the last day of March, instead of September, 
and the annual appropriations begin from the same date, many 
delays and embarrassments would be avoided, and the informa- 
tion on the condition of the receipts and expenditures of the 
previous year, to be laid before congress each session, could be 
much more full and accurate. 

Upon the subject of the new coinage of gold, and the opera- 
tion of the acts of the last session relating to it, and the value 
and tender of foreign coins, this department does not, until fur- 
ther experience is had, contemplate offering many recommen- 
nations for new legislation. A particular suggestion, deemed 
proper, is that the one dollar gold coin, originally embraced in 
the late act, should be authorised. If found on trial to be con- 
venient, as emall gold coins have been found, some of less and 
rome of little larger amount, in Portugal, Russia, Spain, Tur. 
key and Switzerland, it does not seem to comport with the in- 
terest and welfare of the community to prevent here its coin 
uge and circulation; and, if not found on trial to be useful, the 
sagacity of self interest will soon lead to the abandonment of its 
coinage, by making no demand for it. Thus the community 
can in no event sustain much, if any injury from it; while the 
facilities of the public, by having a coin of either metal, gold or 
silver, as email as one dollar, may be greatly increased. This 
kind of legislation with a view to provide a full supply and va- 
riety of coin, instead of bills below five and ten dollars, is par- 
ticulaily conducive to the security of the poor and middling 
classes—who, as they own but little in, and profit but little by 
banks, should be subjected to as small a risk as practicable by 
tier bills. 


The wealthy and commercial, for whose benefit chiefly banks 
fre instituted, will then chiefly use their bills, and suffer by 
them, if forged or depreciated; while the laboring classes, and 
men of small property will, by the justice and paternal care of 
the government, generally be provided with a currency of hard 
noney, not exposed to any risk of failures, and to be used for 
all dealings of such an amount as their daily or weekly wants 
may in most cases require. 

The new coinage has as yet been confined principally to the 
half and quarter eagles, and has equalled in all about $3,114,090 
—or in four months,more than four times the annual average 
coinage of gold for many years past. The demand for other coins 
has also been promptly met throughout the year. To aidin car- 
rying the new law into efficient operation, this department last 
August placed in the bands of the director of the mint, under 
the act of April 2d, 1792, twenty thousand dollars, and ten thou- 
fand more in September, as it was needed, and could be with. 
Out inconvenience spared from the treasury. By this course, 





many have been enabled at once to realize funds from their de- 
posite of bullion or coin, and the mint to continue its opera- 
tions uninterruptediy, and to supply promptly where desired, 
coins already prepared for circulation. The strong disposition 
of the public to use the new coinage, has been observed with 
pleasure; and the liberal aid of many of the deposite banks, in 
assisting to increase its circulation, has proved very useful, and 
deserves commendation. As the new coinage commenced 
nearly in the middle of the year, and the date ull next January 
could not, by law, be altered, so as to distinguish the new from 
the old coin, such other alterations were adopted by the direc- 
tor of the mint as the law permitted, and as were calculated to 
aid the community in readily discriminating between them. 

After the next year begins, the new date alone will enable 
the public to distinguish the new coins; and such modifications 
only will be made in the former emblems, as taste and conve- 
nience may, in the opinion of the director, and without an 
omission of any thing required by congress, appear to demand. 
His report, which it is expected will soon be received and pre- 
sented, will probably furnish every further particular connected 
with the concerns of the mint that may be interesting. But it 
is considered proper to invite the attention of congress toa 
change in the law respecting the organization of the mint es- 
tablishment, so as hereafter to prevent its operations in refining 
and coining for others, from being a tax on the treasury, and 
any longer swelling the large amount of our annual expendi- 
tures. This could easily be effected by imposing a duty or 
seignorage of about one per cent. on the prompt coinage of sil- 
ver, and one-fourth per cent. on that of gold; the present coin- 
age of copper now defraying its own expense. This would be 
no more burthensome to the persons holding bullion, than the 
delay now allowed for the recoinage, and which delay of forty 
days [or half per cent. discount if delivered in five days), and 
consequent loss of interest, could with such a seinorage, and 
the advantages now authorised from the treasury, be without 
inconvenience reduced to eight or ten days, and the whole es- 
tablishment be thus sustained by its own earnings, withont 
much, ifany, increased cost to either individuals or the public, 

But, in such case, if the cost should ever be increased to in- 
dividuals, some additional inducement will be held out to pre- 
vent either the exportation or melting of our coin, which have 
been so great hitherto, before the late change in the law, as to 
have leftin deposite and circulation in this country an amount 
of it not exceeding that struck in two or three ont of the forty 
years during which the mint has been in operation. The ex- 
penses and labors of the mint equalling, on an average, about 
20,000 dollars a year, or 800,000 dollars in all, excluding build- 
ings, have thus, except for about two years, been entirely lost 
to the country. 

It has been desirable to attempt some improvements in the 
revenue cutter service. With such a view, all its regulations 
have been revised and republished. By those, it has been en- 
deavored to promote the cause of temperance, and thereby to 
increase the health and efficiency of the crews, and the safety 
of the public property and the public interests in this branch of 
service, by holding out a similar inducement to that now exist- 
ing in the navy, to discontinue the use of spirit on ship board, 
Greater security has been provided for the prompt payment of 
their wages, and for official accountability. It has further been 
deemed expedient, not only to stop any contemplated increase 
in the cutters, but to reduce the number of them, and of the 
persons employed in this service, as rapidly as the diminished 
temptation to smuggling will safely permit. 

By several resolutions, appropriations and acts of congress, 
at the last and previous sessions, a variety of other subjects, 
not yet reported on, has been confided to the attention of this 
department, such asthe erection of a number of custom houses, 
the building of a bridge over the Potomac river in this district, 
a compromise of the suits pending against the firm of Th. H. 
Smith & Son, an opinion on the validity of some private land 
titles in Missouri, a report on certain provicions in the tariffact 
of July 14th, 1832, some statements as to the marine hospital 
money, a reorganization of the treasury department, and a re- 
vision of the subject of salaries and fees to custom house offi- 
cers. 

These have received tareful attention, and will form the eub- 


jects of separate reports to congress, early in the present ses- 
sion. 


In the report on the last of them, it is contemplated to offer 
such suggestions, by way of addition to this communication, as 
are appropriately connected with that inquiry, and as would 
otherwise have been mentioned here in respect to some chang- 
es deemed suitable in the whole amount of compensation to va- 
rious custom house officers, and in the number of such officers 
at various ports, and in relation to other changes in the eystem, 
which the great alteration in the existing duties seem to indi- 
cate as required for sound economy and the public conve- 
nience. 

A few remarks concerning hospital money will also be post- 
poned, and annexed to the statements requested in relation to 
that subject. 

In the preparation of new weights and measures, on the au- 
thority given in the act of 24 March, 1799, and on the princi- 
ples set forth in a report from this department, of June 20th, 
1832, coupled with the provision on this subject in the constit- 
tion, some progress has been made since the date of that re- 
port. But the difficulty in procuring the most suitable mate- 
rials from abroad, has retarded the completion of the work, and 
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the present engagements of the distinguished gentleman spe- 
cially. employed to superiniend this business, and which engruss 
Most of his time, ina survey of the coasi, may, with the cir 

cumstance before named, prevent the final accomplishment of 
this desirable object another year. But itis hoped that wen, 
either at the arsenal iu this Cily, or at the mint, the most natu- 
ral and appropriate place, the new weights and measures will 
be satisiactorily finished, and greater uniormity and accuracy 
Aallained On a sudject in which, both as torevenue and com- 
merce, it is much veeded, and will prove eminently useful to 
the public. ‘ 

Tne survey of the coast vefore alluded to, has, since the last 
annual report, been transferred to the charge of the navy de- 
parLment, with which mu seems to be more intimately aud ap 
Propriately connected. With this survey, the situation and 
uulity of our present light houses, already being 199 in number, 
besides 20 light boats, aud the necessity fur others, frou time 
to time, would seem to be, in some degree, fitly associated. 
As a measure likely te lead to economy, in not extending the 
establishment of light houses beyond the real wants of the 
country, and in fixing their exact localities, so important to the 
safety of vur navigation and navy, it is respectfully recon 
mended, thatin the survey now in progress, congress should 
require the latitude and lougitude of every light house to be 
carefully ascertained and published, the importance of its posi- 
fivn to be inquired into, and that no new one be hereafter 
erected, tilla report is made in respect to its public benefits by 
the two collectors and the commander of the navy yard nearest 
the proposed site. 

The rebuilding of the treasury edifice, on or near its former 
location, with the dimensions of the building enlarged so as to 
meet the wants of the department, and rendered fire proof for 
the security of its papers, seems indispensable to its convenient 
Operations, and to the salety of some of the most valuable re 
cords connected with the public archives. 

The report from the commissioner of the general land office 
is annexed. Many of its suggestions are highly important, and 


soine of the recommendations, as to changes in this branch of 


the collections of the public monvy, are respectfully, though 
earnestly, urged on the consideration of congress. 

The ludian titles having of late years been more extensively 
extinguished, the quantity of valuable Jands brought into mar 
ket has increased in amount, so as to place in the treasury over 
three millions annually, instead of about one million, as was 
the case twenty years ago. Within the same period, the land 
offices have been augmented in number from about eighteen to 
fiity-three, in actual operation in 1834. These circumstances 


have added much to the business of that bureau, and should 
clearly lead to a corresponding increase in its clerks, or a sepa- 
ration from it of some of its present laborious duties; as the di- 


aninution in other business, in some other bureaus, might lead 
to reductions in the number of their clerks, to the extent pro- 
posed in the plan soon to be submitted, in the reorganization of 
the treasury departinent. Attempts have been made, during 
the past year, with some success, to simplify the mode of mak 

ing entries in the general land office of the sales effected; some 
difficult and long delayed questions of accounts have been de- 
cided; greater local accommodations and facilities furnished to 
the office;.and increased convenience and promptitude, as far 
as practicable with the present force of the bureau, have been 
jutroduced in the ascertainment of titles, and in the collection 
and disbursement of the large amount of revenue derived from 
this source. But new legislation can alone give entire relief, 
in the present condition of its enlarged duties, and at least 
$30,000 a year, for ten years, wili be required to be expended, 
in additional clerk hire, to dispose of all the writing in arrear, 
and that may be hereafter rendered necessary by the additional 
sales of land. 

It gives me great pleasure to state, that among more than 
fifty offices and one hundred receivers and registers connected 
with the present system of land sales, amenable to the secreta- 
ry of the treasury, and under his control as to their collections, 
not one, during the last year, bas proved to be a defaulter, al 
though the money collected and paid over has probably exceed - 
ed four millions. All which is respectfally submitted. 

LEVI WOODBURY, secretary of the treasury. 


GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 
General land office, Nov. 29, 1834. 

Sir: In presenting for your examination, and for that of the 
goverament, and for the consideration of congress, the annual 
report of the operations of this office, for the entire year of 1833, 
and the three first quarters of 1834, it affords me much pleasure 
to state, that the sales of the national domain are annually in- 
creasing, with the tide of emigration to the west and south west, 
and the accumulating population of those fertile and extensive 
regions. In the time of peace and of national prosperity, with a 
rapidly accumulating metallic currency, the most powerful sti- 
mulus to private enterprise and general industry, it is safe to 
calculate that the annual amount of this branch of the public 
revenue will continue to increase with the means of human 
happiness and general prosperity. [t is the province of the 
statesman and of judicious legislation, to furnish every facility 
to the accomplisiiment of those objects which essentially con- 
tribute to national gieatness, and which create those resources 
of defence and independence necessary to preserve the integrity 
of all governmente, and to accelerate the march of empire. The 
vast territory of the valicy of the Mississippi, extending east and 
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west, from the Allegany tothe Rocky Mountains, and north and 
south from Upper Canada to the Gulf of Mexico, present a scene 
for the coutemplation of the philawthropist and poiitieal philo- 
pher, and a field for the operations of the legislator, of the most 
sublime character and moral influenec, as connected with ha- 
man society, hitherto unprecedented in the annals of the world, 
With a free white population greatly exceeding that of the Unir- 
ed States atany period of the revolution, with every means of 
subsistence for tens of millious of population, and with resour- 
ces beyond the necessity of human wants and human conve- 
nience, with a climate more temperate and mild, and a soil 
more prolific and fruitful, than any which has hitherto been dis- 
covered, there requires no stretch of the imagination—no ge- 
nius of exaggeration—no confidence in prophecy to anticipate 
the future revenue and means of strength, prosperity and hap- 
piness, which the Divinity has designed and allotted to the trans- 
montane valley of North America. 

The periods to which the quarterly accounts of the receivers 
have been rendered to this office, as also the monthly abstracts 
of sales and receipts, and the acknowledged balance remaining 
in the hands of the receivers at the respective dates of their last 
returns, will be found in the annexed document marked A, 
An unusual promptness has been observed in this part of the 
duty of the land officers, during the past year, highly creditable 
to the public service. With very few exceptions, the returns 
have been duly transmitted to this office, as required by law 
and the regulations of the department. 

The annexed statement, marked B, exhibits for the year 
1833, and the first three quarters of 1834, the quantity of public 
land sold in each state and territory; the amount of purchase 
money; the several amounts received in cash, in forfeited land 
stock, and in military bousaty land scrip; and the amount of 
money paid into the treasury. By this statement, and by 
a reference to my lastannual report, it will appear that the sales 
of 1833 exceeded those of 1832, 1,393,855 acres, 1,856,908 dol- 
lars of purchase money, and of the amount paid into the treasu 
ry, 1,344,300 dollars, and that the sales of the first three quarters 
of 1834 exceed those of the corresponding quarters of 1833, 
330,291 acres, 437,040 dollars of purchase money, and of the 
amount paid into the treasury, the sum of 856,518 dollars. It 
is probable the aggregate amount of sales for this year will ex- 
ceed those of the last, as also the amount of cash paid into the 
treasury. The returns ofthe last quarter of the year generally 
present the largest amount of sales and purchase money. 

The accompanying tabular statement, marked C shows the 
amount of forfeited land stock issued and received at each land 
office, and of military bounty land scrip received, with the ag- 
gregate in each state and territory, tothe 30th of September 
last. On an examination of which, it will appear, there 
has been issued, of forfeited land stock, $646,154 66, of which 
there has been received in payment for lands sold, the sum of 
$632,743 85, leaving a balance, not presented at the land offices, 
of less than $13 500. 


By the several acts of May 30, 1830, July 13, 1832, and March 
2, 1833, lands were appropriated to satisfy unlocated military 
bounty land warrants for services rendered in the army of the 
revolution in the Virginia state line and navy; in the Virginia 
continental line, and in payment for United States’? warrants 
for the same service. The appropriations made by these acts, 
are unlimited, as to the United States’ warrants, and for those of 
Virginia, amount to 810,000 acres, for which scrip was directed 
to be issued. Of this quantity of the Virginia warrants, scrip 
has been issved for 796,820 acres, leaving a balance of 13,180 
acres yet to be satisfied, for which scrip will be issued so soon 
as the applicants shall complete their title papers to their war- 
rants. Statement marked D, hereunto annexed, shows thie 
number of each description of warrants which have been satis- 
fied under these laws, the quantity of land for which serip has 
been issued, the amount thereof in money, at one dollar and 
twenty-five cents per acre, with the number of certificates 
issued, and their several totals. In which statementit will be 
seen, that to the 15th instant, 1,544 warrants have been satis- 
fied, containing 894,570 acres, equal to $1,118,212 50, in 12,049 
certificates of ecrip; and by the statement C, it appears, of this 
amount, the sum of $1,008,360 12, had been received in payment 
of public lands, up to the 30th September last. Virginia war- 
rants have already been filed for about 500,000 acres, exceeding 
the amount which can be eatisfied with scrip out of previous 
appropriations. J have no data by which to caleulate the 
amount not yet filed, but from verbal information, I am of 
opinion, it would not be safe to estimate it at less than 500.600 
acres. It is in the will of congress whether further appropria- 
tions shall be made for the same. 

The appropriation of siz thousand dollars at the last session, 
for extra clerk hire, for this office, exclusive of four thousand 
dollars for assistance in the bureau of military bounty lands, 
has essentially contribuiecd to the promotion of the public ser- 
vice, and has enabled me to progress very considerably, with 
the records of the public sales, without which serious inju'y 
would have been sustained by the parties is interest, and much 
embarrassment to the government. IT cannot too urgently soli- 
cit from congress, the absolute necessity of continning the re- 
quisite appropriations, as contained in my official estimates for 
the year 1835, and as indispensable to the futnre operations of 
this office. Six thousand dollars was also appropriated at the 
close of the last session, for the writing and recording of 40.000 
patents, for lands sold. This service bas been performed at the 
price stipulated in the act, and the patents will all be examined 
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and transmitted to the several land offices, by the close of the 
present year. With this additional aid to the permanent force 
of the office, it is my duty to state, that the arrears are con- 
stantly accumulating. On the first of January next, the ar 
rears of patents for lands sold, will not be less than 100,000, in 
which more than 70,000 persons are directly interested, as pur 
chasers, and whose rights and convenience are entitled to the 
respect and attention of government. The pecuniary interests 
of so large a class of our fellow citizens ave certainly worthy of 
the respectful consideration of those who administer the public 
affairs of the nation. [ submit it to the particular examination 
and impartial judgment of congress. It should also be remark- 
ed, that this is but one item of the arrears of the office; the 
others, previously reported, are annually increasing, and can- 
not be diminished without a neglect of current duty. 

The surveys of the public lands have progressed during the 
present year, as rapidiy as practicable, and to the utmost extent 
provided by law for the discharge of office duty, by the several 
surveyors general. But it is impossible for those officers to 
complete the public surveys, in particular districts, and in nu- 
merous instances of private land claims, without more discre- 
tionary power is vested in the secretary of the treasury, to 
make reasonable allowances for services which cannot be pro- 
cured for the compensation allowed by law. This is a subject 
which has also been repeatedly presented to the government for 
its judicious legislation. I renew the-suggestions under the 
strongest sense of public duty. 

As it is the policy of the government, as it is the interest of 
the people of the western and south western sections of the 
union, to facilitate the sales of the public lands, by such means 
as will secure to that extensive territory a population of indus- 
trious and enterprising citizens, who shall be proprietors of 
the soil they cultivate, and inheritors of the blessings of civil 
and religious liberty, for which this country is so greatly dis- 
tinguished, I consider it my duty again to urge upon the con- 
sideration of congress, the adoption of every necessary measure 
to enable this office more promptly to discharge its numerous 
duties, and the surveyors general to comply, with the requisi- 
tions of law, in the operations of their official conduct. It is 
in vain to expect that the intentions of the government, and 
the reasonable expectations of the inhabitants of the vast inter- 
vale of the Mississippi, can be accomplished and realized, with- 
out the necessary and appropriate means are provided for such 
objects. -¥4T!, also, will be the efforts of this office, and the 
agents of the government, subordinate thereto, in their struggle 
to perform their respective duties, unless aided and supported 
by the efficient legislation of congress. I have the honor to be, 
with great respect your obedient servant, 

ELIJAH HAYWARD. 

Hon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury. 

—— = 8 © Otew— 
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 
War department, November 27th, 1834. 

Sir: The annual period for submitting to you a statement of 
the proceedings of this department having arrived, I have the 
honor, in conformity with your instructions, to lay before you 
an abstract of its operations, together with the reports and esti- 
mates from the various bureaus, exhibiting the condition of 
those branches of the public service, connected with its admi- 
nistration. 

Since my last annual report no military movement of any 
importance, with the exception of the expedition of the regi- 
ment of dragoons, has been rendered necessary. The reports 
and information which have reached the department, respect- 
ing the situation of the army, are highly gratifying. In its dis- 
cipline, its moral character, and the general performance of its 
duties, the government and the country have every reason to 
be satisfied with its condition and prospects. A3 a safeguard 
for the frontiers—as a school of practical instruction—as a de- 
pository of military information—and as the means of preparing 
and providing in peace for the exigencies of war, the present 
military establishment has fully answered the objects of its or- 
ganization andsupport. And it is butan act of justice to state, 
that in all the essential requisites of capacity and conduct, the 
officers of the American army do honor to themselves and their 
country. 

It is known to you that some of the western tribes of Indians 
roaming through the extensive prairies west of Arkansas and 
Missouri, particularly the Camanches and Kiawas, have for 
some years interrupted the peace of that quarter, by predatory 
attacks upon our citizens, and upon the indigenous and emi- 
grant Indians whom we are under obligations to protect. Their 
war parties have annoyed our citizens in their intercourse with 
the Mexican states, and have rendered the communication diffi 
cult and hazardous. It became necessary to puta stop to this 
state of things, either by amicable representations or by force. 
Those remote tribes have little knowledge of the strength of the 
United States, or of their own relative weakness, and it was 
hoped that the display of a respectable military force, for the 
first time in their country, would satisfy them that further hos- 
tilities would lead to their destruction. The dragoons, being 
peculiarly adapted to this service, were ordered to penetrate in- 
to that region, and to endeavor, by peaceable remonstrances, to 
establish permanent tranquillity, and if those should fail, to re- 
pel any hostile demonstrations which might be made. Forta- 
nately, the efforts to introduce amieable relations were success- 
ful, and the object of the expedition was obtained without a 


Colonel Dodge, who led the expedition, and his whole com- 
mand, appear to have performed their duties in the most satis- 
factory manner, and they encountered, with firmness, the pri- 
vations incident to the harrassing service upon which they were 
ordered. Itis to be regretted that the prevalence of sickness 
prevented the whole regiment from joining in this duty, as the 
same zeal for the public interest pervaded the whole; that sick- 
ness deprived the country of some valuable lives, and, among 
others, of brigadier general Leavenworth. Impelled by his 
anxiety to forward the views of the government, he exposed 
bimself, while yet weak, to the hardships of the border campaign, 
and sunk under the malady which these induced. His high 
personal character, his services during the late war, and his 
exemplary official conduct since, are too well known to you to 
require from me any thing more than this brief allusion to his 
worth and fate. 

Among the accompanying documents will be found a full 
statement of the proceedings of colonel Dodge, and of the 
satisfactory result of his expedition. 

The report of the chief engineer contains a summary of the 
various objects entrusted to his supervision, and of their pro- 
gress and condition. It will be seen that the Cumberland road, 
east of Wheeling, will be soon completed in the manner re- 
quired by an act of last session, and for the amount allowed by 
law. No further appropriation will be asked for. As much 
progress has been made in the other works as the advanced 
state of the season, when the appropriations were made, would 
permit. 


I beg leave to ask your particular attention to that part of the 
report of the chief engineer which recommends an addition 
to the number of officers of his corps. I believe the public 
service requires this measure. New duties have recently been 
imposed upon the engineer corps, by express acts of congress, 
while, in other cases, it has been found necessary, by execu- 
tive regulation, to require from the officers, services not origin- 
ally contemplated in the organization of the department. The 
erection of fortifications, the constraction of roads, the estab- 
lishment of fixed points by astronomical observations in boun- 
dary lines, and the improvement of harbors and rivers, are 
among the objects committed to the engineer officers. And I 
feel bound to report to you that, as far as my observation or in- 
formation has extended, their duties have been performed in the 
most satisfactory and exemplary manner. In scientifie ac- 
quirements, and in their practical application, these officers are 
deserving of high commendation, and it is very desirable that 
their numbers should be so far augmented as to insure their 
personal attention to all the objects within the contro! of the 
engineer department. This cannot now be done, and the pub- 
lic service suffers in consequence of it. 


Similar reasons call for a re-organization of the topographical 
corps, and the officer at the head of it has submitted a projet for 
this purpose, which, while it will render that corps more effi- 
cient, will not increase the public expense. Lask for it your 
favorable consideration. The duties connected with this branch 
of the service require peculiar attainments and great practical 
experience. They can best be performed by officers devoting 
their whole time and attention tothe subject. A system of detail, 
requiring periodical changes, however proper it may be,with rela- 
tion to a just routine of military duties, so long as temporary as- 
sistants are selected from, and continued in the line of the 
army, itis still not calculated to insure the best execution of the 
functions appropriately belonging to the topographical engi- 
neers. The remedy would be to remodel the corps, and per- 
manently to attach to it as many officers as may be necessary. 
And by consolidating with it the civil engineers, the general 
operations would be simplified, and the duties of the corps 
might embrace all the objects connected with surveys for civil 
or military purposes. There is in this corps a fund of expe- 
rience and information which cannot but be useful to the 
country. 


It will be seen by adverting to the report of the officer in 
charge of the topographical bureau, that difficulties have occur- 
red in the execution of the joint resolution of congress, passed 
at the last session, and providing for the construction of a rail 
road through the public grounds at Harper’s Ferry. Some modi- 
fication will be necessary before the object of congress and of 
the company can be attained, and this may probably be effected 
by requiring the latter to pay the value of any improvements in- 
jured by the road, or by giving authority to replace them in 
other positions, should they be deemed of sufficient importance 
to require being paid for or removed. 


The present condition of the work of the Delaware breakwa- 
ter is shown in the report of the quartermaster general, and in 
that of the commission lately instituted by your orders to ex- 
amine it. Ithas been known, for some time, that gradual de- 
positions were making in the vicinity of this work, by which 
the depth of water was somewhat reduced. But until this sea- 
son the process was so slow and uncertain, that no anxiety was 
felt with respect to its final effect upon this great national im- 
provement. Recently, however, the accumulation of sand in 
the artificial harbor, has been much more rapid, and indicated 
the necessity of a thorough examination, by scientific persone, 
in order to ascertain, if possible, the causes of this occurrence, 
and to check or obviate them. The views ofthe officers select- 
ed for this purpose will be found in their report, and agreeably 
to your directions they have been adopted by the department. 





single act of hostility. 


An estimate for one hundred thousand dollars, to be applied to 
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thie work, is among the annual estimates of the department, 
and, if approved by congress, that sum will be appropriated in 
the manner pointed out by the report, to the completion of that 
purt of the work already begun, and yet unfinished. In the 
mean time, by a series of observations frequently and carefully 
taken, the probable operation of the tides and currents may be 
ascertained, and the best remedy to counteract them pointed 
out. 

The act of March 2d, 1829, “to continue the present mode of 
supplying the army of the United States,’? expires by its own 
limitation on the 2d of March next. ‘he subsistence depart- 
ment, which was continued by this act, has been found highly 
usefulto the army, and beneficial to the public, by the eificien- 
cy and economy of its administration. From my own know- 
ledge of its officers and operations, as well as from what I have 
Otherwise learned of these, I feel called upon to present this 
subject particularly to your attention, satisfied that the continu- 
ance of the department is demanded by the best interest of the 
service. 

The reports of the major general, and of the other heads of 
bureaus, will communicate all necessary information in re- 
lation to subjects respectively committed to them. I am not 
aware that there is any particular matter req uiring your special 
attention. These reports are satisfactory in the views they ex- 
hibit of the course of administration, and of the reduced expen- 
ditures which are required for the service of the coming year. 

At the last session of congress so much of the laws as an- 
thorises the conferring of brevets for ten years’ service in one 
grade, was repealed, and the nominations of all officers who had 
completed that term prior to the repeal, was coufirmed. This 
change seems to bear with some severity upon those who had 
served during the greater portion, though not the whole of such 
term. The existing laws, and the practice under them, held 
out to all officers, as an inducement to good conduct, the pros- 
pect of promotion after ten years’ faithful services in one 
grade. In military life, the hope of professional distinction is 
essential to a high and honorable discharge of the duties to 
which its members are devoted. If this is destroyed or ne- 
giected, little more than a mechanical execution of these duties 
can be expected. In our army this sentimentis as dearand as 
much cherished asin any other, and if not the cause it is cer- 
tainly the accompaniment of zealous devotion to the public in- 
terest. All the officers, who, before the repeal of this law, had 
entered upon what may be termed their probation, expected, 
and had aright to expect, that if, atits termination, they should 
have complied with the condition, by faithful service, the re- 
ward held out would be granted to them. 

I venture respecifully to suggest, whether justice does not re- 
quire such a modification of this law as to authorise the granting 
of brevets to every one whose terin of ten years had commenc- 
ed before its repeal, at the end of such term, if the conditions of 
the law shall be fulfilled: ‘This would ensure the ultimate abo- 
lition of the practice, which congress had in view, while it 
would seem to be giving due weight to claims, founded, if not 
in right, certainly in strong considerations connected with the 
services and situation of the officers. This valuable class of 
the community is exposed to every vicissitude incident to 
Climate and situation, and the pecuniary consideration they re- 
ceive is barely sufficient to enable them to meet the demands to 
which they are liable. 

Disclosures have been made, during the past season, showing 
the necessity of a thorough investigation into the operation of the 
laws granting pensions and gratuities for military services. It 
is ascertained, that many frauds have been committed, some in 
the application for pension and others in the continuance of 
these payments. As these disclosures have been the result of ac- 
cident, it is impossible to judge to what extent frauds may have 
been committed, but enough has occurred to satisfy me, that 
some new mode of proceeding is essentially necessary to detect 
and check theee abuses. 


In the administration of the laws on this subject, the parties 
are required to make certain declarations before the judicia! 
tribunals, and the opinions of these tribunals are requested in 
order to determine the validity of the application. In the ad- 
ministrative examination of the papers submitted in support of 
a claim if the name of the applicant is found upon the recorded 
muster rolls, und his identity is established by his own declara. 
tion and the proper certificaies, the pension is granted as a 
matter of course. In far the greater number of cases however, 
no muster rolls of the corps exist, and frequently where they do 
exist, they are defective and a resort to other testimony in the 
examination of the claim becomes therefore, necessary. Here, 
a more detailed statement of services is required from the party, 
combining the various circumstances connected with such duty, 
best calculated to enable the proper examining officers to com- 
pare the statement with the records of the office, and with other 
facts known to them, and thus to assistin detecting frauds if 
any exist. In addition to this a certificate of two respectable 
persons acquainted with the party is made necessary, stating 
his age, and the opinion in the neighborhood where he resides, 
that he is a soldier of the revolution, and their concurrence 
therein, and to this must be added the certificate and opinion of 
the proper court upon the whole matter. 

Besides this course of proceeding which is applicable, more 
particularly to tlie militia claimants, very few muster rolls of 
which remain, the testimony of two persons actually acquaint 
ed with the services of the applicant is necessary wherever he 
served in the regular army, and his name ia not to be found on 
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a muster roll, az in that case evidence is necessary to rebut the 
presumption against him. 

This system was adopted upon great consideration, and it is 
difficult to see how the law can be administered, if further re- 
quisites are demanded. But experience has shown that the 
prescribed certificates are sometimes granted without due cau- 
tion, and that persons desirous of converting the provisions of 
the law to their own benefit have been enabled to procure of- 
ficial attestations, and even the seal of the court, under circum- 
stances calculated to weaken, if not to destroy the public confi- 
dence in these safeguards. Seals have likewise been taken 
from useless attestations and affixed to others, and direct forge- 
ries have been committed in the preparation of the whole pa- 
pers. And these proceedings have been resorted to, not only to 
establish the original claim, by placing the applicant upon the 
roll, but also to establish his right to each semi-annual payment, 
by proving his identity. It is obvious, that a system depending 
fur its correctness, upon the conduct of such a variety of per- 
sons and officers, not responsible to the general government, 
and where frequently a nataral sympathy for the claims of the 
time and war-worn veterans would lead to much praetical re- 
laxation, must be liable to abuse; although till very recently the 
extent to which such abuses may have gone, was not suspect- 
ed. Some plan is now necessary, by which a re-examination 
may be made, a plan, which, while it ensures to the honest 
and gallant survivors of the revolution all that they ex pect, and 
all that the country has provided, shall at the same time lay 
open the frauds which have been committed, and prev ent their 
occurrence hereafter. 

In the report of the commissioner of pensions, hia views 
upon the subject are given, which appear to me practical and 
judicious, and as such I ask for them your favorable recom- 
mendation to congress. An examination at the residence or in 
the neighborhood of each person now drawing a pension, into 
the circumstances of his case. appears to me to present the 
only effectual means of accomplishing the desired object. Un- 
dertaken by proper persons and conducted with proper discre- 
tion, it could scarcely fail to confirm the grants made to honest 
applicants, and to detect those which have been fraudulently 
obtained by dishonest ones, It appears to me that the expense of 
such a measure ought not to delay its immediate adoption. It is 
impossible even to conjecture the amount of surreptitious claims. 
It may be far greater than the data now before the office enable 
ns to estimate. And possibly conjecture and recent disclosures 
may have led to the suspicion that the ramifications of the sys- 
tem have been more extended and the abuses greater than a rigid 
inquiry may confirm. In the one case the beneficial result would 
be the relief of the treasury from fraudulent payments, and the 
punishment of those concerned in them. And in the other it 
would be satisfactory to know that while the bounty of the go- 
vernment has been justly appropriated, it has not been impro- 
perly applied. 


The provision of law for the establishment of a pension of- 
fice, as a branch of this department, expires by ita own Jimita- 
tion at the end of the present session of congress. It is essen- 
tial to a due execution of the duties connected with the system 
of pensions and gratuities for military services, that this ar- 
rangement should be renewed and continued. The applicants 
and grantees are so numerons, the aggregate amount disbursed 
so great, equaliing at least three millions two hundred thousand 
dollars annually, and the doubtful questions both of fact and 
principle, so frequent and complicated, that unless a branch of 
administration, carefully superintended, is devoted exclusively 
to this service, the public interest must materially suffer. 

The commissioner of Indian affairs has exhibited in detail the 
transactions in the important branch of the public service con- 
fided to his superintendence. It is only necessary that I should 
advert to the more prominent subjects, which have received, or 
which require, the action of the government. 

The commission for the adjustment of unsettled relations with 
the Indians, west of the Mississippi, terminated, by the provi- 
sions of the act instituting it, in July last. Important benefits 
have resulted from the labors of the commissioners in the ad- 
justment of difficult questions, connected with the Indians of 
that region, and in the treaty arrangements which have been en- 
tered into by them. Thecountry assigned for the permanent re- 
sidence of the eaatern Indians, have been so apportioned among 
them, that little difficulty is anticipated from conflicting claims, 
or from doubtful boundaries. And both in quality and extent, 
there can be no doubt but that the region allotted to them will 
be amply sufficient for their comfortable subsistence during an 
intefinite period of time. 

An important council has been held at Fort Gibson, by cclonel 
Dodge and by major Armstrong, the superintendent of Indian 
affairs, with the chiefs of several of the tribes of that quarter, 
including some of the wandering bands, whose predatory ope- 
rations have heretofore kept the frontier in alarm. At this 
council, the situation of the Indians was fully discussed, and 
amicable relations established. It is to be hoped that the feelings 
with which they separated will be permaneat, and their inter- 
course hereafter uninterrupted. 

The united tribe of Pottawatamies, Ottowas and Chippewas, 
possessing the country in the vicinity of Chicago, have condition- 
ally acceded to the aiteration proposed in the boundaries of the 
tract assigned for them west of the Mississippi, by the treaty 
concluded in 1833. Should their proposition be accepted, an 
extensive and valuable region will be opened for settlement, 
and they will be removed to a district, whose climate is suitable 








> a il aN al 


phd ome wae 


S| it oes 





NILES’ REGISTER—DEC. 13, 18834—POST OFFICE DEPARKTMENT. 





255 




















to their habits, and whose other advantages cannot fail to offer 
then strong inducements for moral and physical improvement. 

An arrangement has been made with the Miamies for the ccs- 
sion of a part of their reservation im the state of Indiana. The 
tracts held by them there, are far more extensive than they re. 
quire, and as they appear to be not yet prepared for removal, 
this relinquishment, without injuring them, will relieve the 
state, in some measure, from the embarrassment caused by such 
Jarge reservations as they possess, embracing a most valuable 
part of the country; and interrupting the setthements and com- 
munication. 

Instructions were given immediately after the last session of 
congress, for purchasing from the Wyandots, Ohio, if they were 
disposed to sell, the reservation secured to them in that state, 
and for their removal to the west. The commissioner, gover- 
nor Lucas, conducted the negotiation with great fairness and 
propriety, fully explaining to the indians their own position, the 
wishes of the government, and the course of circumstances urg- 
ing their removal. The matter is not yet terminated, the In- 
dians having requested time for further consideration. 

The necessary appropriation will be asked for the removal 
of the Seminoles, agreeably to the treaty formed with them. 
And arrangements have been made for the emigration of the 
Creeks, as fast as they are prepared for a change of residence. 
There has not yet been sufficient time to ascertain the result of 
these measures. 

[am not able to submit to you any more favorable views of 
the condition of the Cherokees than were embraced in my last 
aunual report. While every dictate of prudence, and in fact, 
of self preservation, urges their removal, unhappy councils and 
internal divisions prevent the adoption of that course. Where 
they are, they are declining, and must decline; while that por- 
tion of the tribe which is established in the west, is realizing the 
benefits which were expected to result from a change of posi- 
tion. The system of removal, however, by enrolmentis going 
on, and, during this season, about one thousand persons have 
passed to the west. 

The treaty concluded the 24th of May last, with the Chicka- 
saws, has altered the relations in which they were placed with 
the United States. The proceeds derivable from a portion of 
their present possessions have been assigned to them, and reser- 
vations have also been provided for such as choose to become 
citizens of the United States. Their future condition now de- 
pends upon their own views and experience, as they have a 
right to remain or remove, in conformity with their own judg- 
ment. The means placed at their disposal are fully adequate to 
their permanent comfortable establishment, and it is to be sin- 
cerely hoped, that they will apply them wisely. 

The acts of the last session of congress on the subject of In- 
dian affairs, have introduced important changes into those rela- 
tious. Many of the provisions of former laws have become in- 
appropriate or inadequate and not suited to the changes which 
time and circumstances had made. In the act regulating the 
intercourse with the various tribes, the principles of intercom- 
munication with them are laid down, and the necesaary details 
provided. In that for the reorganization of the department, the 
number of officers employed has been much reduced, and the 
current expenses diminished. 


Any changes which experience may show to be necessary in 
these acts, can, from time to time, be provided, until they shall 
become fully adapted to the situation and condition of the In- 
dians, and to the intercourse, both commercial and political, 
which ought to exist between them and our government and ci- 
tizens. The system of removal has changed, essentially, the 
prospects of the emigrants, and has imposed new obligations up- 
on the United States. A vast tract of country, containing much 
more than one hundred milliona of acres, has been set apart for 
the permanent residence of these Indians, and already, about 
thirty thousand have been removed toit. The government is 
under treaty stipulations to remove nearly fifty thousand others 
to the same region, including the Hlinois and Lake Michigan 
Indians, with whom a conditional arrangement has been made. 
This extensive district, embracing a great variety of soil and 
climate, has been divided among the several tribes, and definite 
boundaries assigned to each. ‘hey will there be brought into 
juxta position with one another, and also into contact, and pos- 
sibly inte collision, with the native tribes of that country, and 
it seems highly desirable that some plan should he adopted for 
the regulation of the intercourse among these divided commu. 
nities, and for the exercise of a general power of supervision 
over them, so far as these objects can be effected consistently 
with the power of congress, and with the various treaty stipula- 
tions existing with them. [It is difficult indeed, to conceive how 
peace can be preserved, and the guaranty of protection held 
out to the eastern Indians fulfilled, without some legislative 
provision upon this subject. 

It will be seen by adverting to the estimates, that the ordinary 
expenditures of the Indian department have been reduced to the 
sum of fifty nine thousand eight hundred dollars. A material di- 
minution, which the provisions of the law of the last session, 
Organizing that department, has rendered practicable, and which 
brings down its expenditures to a sum less by one half than the 
average annual amount for some years past. The appropria- 
tions for annuities being fixed, and depending upon treaty stipu- 
lations, cannot be reduced by administration. 

The resolution of the senate of December 23d, 1233, requiring 
the correspondence of the Indian departinent, together with a 
detailed statement of expenditures for some years past, has been 


complied with. These documents will enable congress to judge 
of the operations of this branch of the public service, both in its 
administrative and fiscal concerns. L have the honor to be, 
with great respect, your obedient servant, 

LEWIS CASS. 


To the president of the United States, 
—— 0 BY eee 
REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER GENERAL. 
General post office department, November, 1834. 
To the president of the United States: 

Sir: The report which L had the honor to make on the 30th 
November, 1833, exhibited a balance due from this department 
on the Ist July, 1833, beyond the whole amount of its available 
funds, of 195,208 40. 

The expenses for the transportation of the mail necessarily 
continued undiminished till the close of the year 1833, prior to 
which date the retrenchments stated in that report could not 
take effect; consequently the balance of debt against the depart- 
nent continued to augment till that period, 

The gross amount of postages was, from July | to December 
31, 1833 $1,375,437 28 

Compensation to postmasters, in- 
cluding the contingent expenses of 
their officers during the same period, 
amounted to 

Incidental expenses of the depart- 
meut during the same time, amounted 
to 47,797 29 

The expense for transportation of 
the mail from July | to 3L December, 
1833, was 

Making the total expenses of the 
department for that halt year $1,495,898 &6 

This sum, after deducting the gross amount of postages for 
that period, leaves a deficit for the six months ending 31st De- 
cember, 1833, of $120,391 58 

To this sum add the deficit existing on the Ist 
July, 1833 195,208 40 


$434,628 89 


1,013,402 68 








And the balance of the debt against the depart- 
ment beyond the amount of its available funds was, 
on the Ist of January, 1834 $315,599 98 

From the Istof January, 1834, the retrenchments in the trans- 
portation of the mail, stated in my report of last year, began to 
take effect; and from that period, the revenues of the department 
have exceeded its expenses. 

The gross amount of postages was, from January 1 to June 
30, 1834 $1,448,269 69 

Compensation to postmasters, including the con- 
tingent expenses of their offices, within the same 
period, amounted to $461,423 64 

Incidental expenses of the depart- 
ment for the same time, amounted to 

The transportation of the mail from 
January 1 to June 30, 1834, amounted 
to 909,028 43 

Making the total expenses of the de- 
partment for the half year ending the 
30th of June, 1834 $1,100,762 45 

This sum deducted from the gross amount of 
postages for that period, leaves a revenue beyond 
the amount of expenses for the half year from Ja- 
nuary | to June 30, 1834, of 

This sum deducted from the deficit existing Ja- 
nuary 1, 1834 


30,300 38 





47,507 24 
315,599 98 





Reduces the balance of debt which existed 
against the department on the Ist July, 1834, to $268,092 74 

Such was the financial condition of the department on the Ist 
day of July last. The amount of this debt has been continually 
diminishing to the present time, and it continues to diminish in 
an increased ratio. 

On the Ist day of July, 1834, the balance of the account with 
banks was $395,616 99 against the department, consisting of 
loans, $275,000, and over checks to the amount of $131,616 99, 

In this statement, the difference betwcen loans and over 
checks is rather nominal than essential. 

When over checks are mutually agreed upon to a certain de- 
finite amount as a standing order, they are called loans; but 
when they vary indefinitely as to time and amount, they are 
called over checks. In either case they are debts due from the 
department to banks. 

Tiis amount of balance against the department has been con- 
siderably reduced since the Ist of July last. 

On the Ist day of the present month it stood as follows: 

Amount due for loans from banks $275,000 00 





Amount of over checks, November 1, 1834 55,969 09 
Making together the sum of $330,969 09 
On the same day the balances of bank deposites 

in favor of the department, constituting the amount 

of cash on hand, amounted to 82,031 34 





Making the actual balance of the accounts with 

banks, against the departinent, on the Ist of Nov. 

1834 248,937 75 
The contracts for the sonthern section, including the states of 





Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia, and the 
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territory of Florida, which will expire with the current year, 
have been renewed, to take effect from the Ist of January next, 
on such terms as will effect an annual saving from the amount 
now paid for transportation in that section, of about $120,000. 

Additional retrenchments have also been made in the expense 
of wansportation subsequent to my last report, to the annual 
amount of about $59,000. Making together an annual saving 
fiom the Ist of January next, of $179,000. 

From the savings thus effected, together with the current ex- 
cess of revenue in favor of the department, it may be safely cal- 
culated, that without any reliance upon an increase in the gross 
amount of postages, the revenue of the department will exceed 
its expenditures, during the ensuing calendar year, to the amount 
of $270,000. 

From a careful estimate, it may be anticipated with entire 
confidence, that before the close of the year 1835, the whole 
balance of debt against the department will be extinguished. 
No part of this debt was contracted upon the credit of the trea- 
sury, nor upon any Other credit or authority than that of the de- 
partment alone. 

it was never regarded by either of the parties in the charac- 
ter of a debt of the government, but a mere expedient to antici. 
pate the resources of the departinent, based upun the credit of 
those resources alone. 


The means of its liquidation within a reasonable time were 
always within the legal control of the head of the department; 
and no other means have at any time beeu sought or desired by 
the department. 

In my report of November, 1833, the expense for transporting 
the mail, and for incidentals, from July 1 to December 31, 1833, 
was estimated at $1,061,644 71 

The actual expense for that period, was 1,061,199 97 





Varying from the estimate only 

The net proceeds of postages for the year end- 
ing 30th June, 1834, were ther estimated at 

The actual net proceeds of postages for that 
year, were 


144 74 
$2,037,410 81 
1,927,644 44 





Falling below the estimate by the sum of $109,766 37 


Thus it appears that the expenses of the department have not 
essentially varied from the estimates; but the net revenue aris- 
ing from postages bas fallen short of the estimates then made, 
more than a hundred thousand dollars. This is believed to be, 
in a very considerable degree, attributable to the great increase 
of free letters. The progressive increase of population natural- 
ly brings with it an accuinulation of business in the executive 
offices, which tends in some measure, to increase their corres 
pondence; and in addition to this, a law passed in March, 1833, 
extending to members of congress the privilege of franking dur- 
ing the whole recess. Every oiler year, the session of congress 
is protracted to a much greater length than in the alternate 
year, when a congress terminates. 

The expenses for the delivery of free letters, at two cents 
each, have always amounted to a much greater sum during the 
year when the session is protracted, than during the alternate 
year. ‘To make a fair comparison between the amount of free 
letters before and after the extension of the franking privilege, 
it is necessary to take two entire years. Thus: The allowance 
to postmasters for the delivery of free letters for the two years 
ending July 30, 1832, before the extension) was $40,556 89 

For the two years ending July 1, 1834, (after the 
extension), was 54,158 88 


Making, since the extension, an increase of $13,601 $9 


Or payment for the delivery of 680,099 free letters more than 
were delivered the two preceding yeais. But no allowance is 
made for the delivery of free letters at post offices where the 
postmasters’ commission exceed $500 a quarter. 

if the same proportion of free letters is delivered at offices 
where no allowances for them are made to postmasters, as at 
the smaller offices, then the increase since the franking privilege 
was extended, is equal to 960,000 free letters more than what 
were delivered within the same period of time prior to that ex- 
tension. The postage on cach of these letters, if not free, 
would be from six cents to two dollars. The average it is be- 
lieved, would not be less than twenty-five cents each, exclusive 
of the postmasters’ commissions. If estimated at its average, 
they wonld amount to $240,000 00 

To this add the allowance actually made for their 
delivery 





13,601 99 





And the increase of free letters within the last two 
years has actually cost the departinent $253,601 69 


which is more than equal to the balance of debt at this time ex- 
isting against the departinent. 

Estimates have been obtained from several of the executive 
offices, of the amount of their official correspondence carried on 
through the post oflice establishment under the tranking privi- 
lege of the officers by whom it is conducted; and it appears that 
from the departments of state, treasury, war and navy, includ- 
ing the sub offices of the treasury and navy, the official corres- 
pondence by mail, on which no postage is paid, is estimated to 
be equal to 2,685,235 single free letters in a year, and that by 
far the greater proportion of them are sent the full distance for 
which the highest rate of postage would be chargeable. The 
average posiage on those letters, if not free it is believed would 
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be not less than 18} cents each, which would amount to 
$503,481 56. 

This estimate is exclusive of the offices of the attorney gene- 
ral, adjutant general, commissary general, inspector general, 
quarter master general, paymaster general, and superintendent 
of the patent office, all of whom have the privilege of franking, 
It is also estimated that the punber of free letters passing under 
the frank of members of congress, amounts to 8,000 a day dur- 
ing the session. 

if the correspondence of the offices above-mentioned, which 
are notembraced in the estimate, and the postage fairly esti- 
mated which would be chargeable on the correspondence of 
members of congress, if not free, should be added to the state- 
nent, itis believed that the annual amount of free leulers would 
not fall short of a million of dollars, exclusive of the correspon- 
dence of the post office department itself. 

This is an annual contribution by the department to the go- 
vernment. 

Though the annual amount of revenue arising from postages 
for the year ending June 30, 1834, did not equal the estimate, 
yet there was a considerable increase above the amount of the 
preceding year. ‘The gross amount of postages for the year end- 
ing June 30, 1833, was $2,616,538 27 

For the year ending June 30, 1834, it was 2,823,706 97 


Making an increase in the gross amount of $207,168 70 
The net amount of postages, after deducting Commissions to 
postinasters, and the contingent expenses of their offices, was, 
for the year ending June 30, 1833 $1,790,254 65 
For the year ending June 30, 1834, it was 1,927,644 44 


Making an increase in the net proceeds of $137,389 79 


The finances of the department continue to be in an improv- 
ing condition, and the solicitude which has been shown to ob- 
tain mail contracts, the reduced rates at which they have been 
taken for the southern section, and the zeal with which con- 
tractors generally persevere in their services to the department, 
furnish ample demonstration that its credit is unimpaired. 

The number of post offices in the United States was, on the 
ist of July last, 10,693, being an increase of 566 over the num- 
ber reported last year. 

The annual amount of transportation has been but slightly 
varied since my last report. The mail is now carried in stages 
and steamboats about 16,900,000 miles a year; and on horse- 
back, and in sulkies, about 8,600,000 miles; making together 
about 25,500,000 miles a year. 

‘The celerity of the mail should always be equal to the most 
rapid transition of the traveller, and that which shortens the 
time of communication, and facilitates the intercourse between 
distant places, is like bringing them nearer together. While it 
affords convenience to men of business, it tends to contract lo- 
cal prejudices, by enlarging the sphere of acquaintance. 

It perpetuates existing friendships, and creates new ones, by 
which the bonds of union are strengthened, and the happiness 
of society promoted. ‘These considerations have always had 
their full weight upon my mind in making improvements in 
mail operations. 

The multiplication of rail roads in different parts of the coun- 
try, promises within a few years, to give great rapidity to the 
movements of travellers, and it is a subject worthy of inquiry, 
whether measures may not now be taken to secure the trans- 
portation of the mail upon them. Already have the rail roads 
between Frenchtown, in Maryland, and Newcastle, in Dela- 
ware, and between Camden and Amboy, in New Jersey, afford- 
ed great and important facilities to the transmission of the grent 
eastern mail. The rail road between this city and Baltimore 
will soon be completed, and the distance from the post office 
in this place to that of Baltimore, will not be materially varied 
from the present road, 38 miles. 

From Baltimore by Port Deposite, in Maryland, to Coates- 
ville, in Pennsylvania, the line ef a rail road is located, and the 
stock subscribed for its completion; and from Coatesville to 
Philadelphia a rail road is made and in operation. 

The distance between Baltimore and Philadelphia, on this 
road, will be 117 miles about 18 miles greater than the present 
land route. From Philadelphia to Trenton bridge, about 28 
miles, the raib road is nearly completed and from New Bruns- 
wick, in New Jersey to Jersey City, on the west side of the 
Hudson river, opposite the city of New York, 30 miles, the rail 
road is in a state of progress. When these works shall be com- 
pleted, the only interval will be between Trenton and New 
Brunswick, about 26 miles to complete an entire rail road be- 
tween this place and the city of New York; and it ean not be 
supposed that the enterprising state of New Jersey will long de- 
lay to perfect a communication of such great importance, pass- 
ing through most Of ber largest and most flourishing towne. 

When this shall be dove, the whole distance between this 
city and New York, on 4 continuous rail road, will not exceed 
240 miles; and the journey, way be performed at all times with 
certainty, allowing ample time for stopping at important places 
on the road, in 16 hours, and ordinarily in a shorter period. 

If provision can be made to secure the regular transportation 
of the mail upon this, and upon other rail roads which are con- 
structing, and in some instances already finished, it will be of 
great utility to the public; otherwise, these corporations may 
become exorbitant in their deinands, and prove eventually to be 
dangerous monopolies. I have the honor to be, most respect- 








W. T. BARRY. 


fully, your humble servant, 


